Language Arts IV Course Outline
Grade 10 Semester I (September – January)

Mrs. McGuigan

Welcome to Language Arts IV!  In this course the focus will be to build on the skills previously covered in Language Arts, while preparing you for the more intense grade 11 program.  Please keep in mind the importance of your effort in this course, as it is a necessary credit for you to graduate.

The reading program in Language Arts IV focuses on more complex texts, ranging from Shakespeare drama to poetry analysis.  You will engage in independent and shared reading, and will respond to your reading through journals, discussions, projects, mini-assignments, skits, and sometimes quizzes and tests.  You will be required to read at home.  You will not complete projects on SSR books, rather you will conference with me and be asked to complete demand activities on your book, some of which might be presentation based.  I am working to build our classroom library and of course you can access the many resources that are available in our school library.

Our writing program will take the form of a writing workshop, which means that students may travel through the writing process at different speeds.  Writing workshop will always begin with a quick write or a mini-lesson on grammar, writing techniques, the writing process, or issues concerning our current genre.  This semester, you will have opportunities for creative writing during our Shakespeare unit and poetry unit.  You will focus on writing an essay following the writing process.  You must have a hard cover writers notebook, which will be used for quick writes, journaling, prewriting, and drafting.  

You will also enhance your speaking and listening skills, which are an important part of the provincial curriculum, and a focus of Language Arts IV.  I realize that speaking in front of peers is an area of struggle for many teenagers, but you will be expected to contribute to discussions in partners, small groups, whole class discussions, and sometimes independently.  

	Unit 1 – Essay
	*Persuasive Essay
*Specific skills will be taught for researching, note-taking, outlining, citing sources, MLA format, plagiarism, and the writing traits.

	Unit 2 – Shakespeare – Romeo and Juliet


	*Reading, listening, and critical response to Shakespearean drama
*Terms associated with Shakespeare’s writing – Iambic Pentameter, blank verse, couplet, aside, allusion, soliloquy, pun, dramatic irony, hubris

	Unit 3 – Poetry

	*Response and analysis of poems and songs
*Compare and contrast of authors’ works through a standard poetry analysis 

*Reinforce poetic devices – alliteration, assonance, metaphor, hyperbole, etc.

*Writers workshop approach, which includes mini-lessons and quick writes

	Unit 4 – Media Studies 
	*Evaluate media messages and the influence of pop culture
*Inquiry study on the portrayal of reality in the media

*Students will produce written and creative pieces to demonstrate their knowledge


**These units of study may not be completed in order.  Also, students will be responsible for consistent quick writes and reading response.  Additional read alouds and mini-lessons will be given if I note particular areas of struggle.

This course will be marked as follows:

*Classroom work (projects, assignments, writing tasks, tests, quizzes, etc.)
70%

*Exam
30%

Materials Needed:

*3 ring binder with paper

*Hard covered journal

*Dictionary and thesaurus

*Pens and pencils

I look forward to working with you this semester!  Good luck!

Mrs. McGuigan

