You got something to say?  Prove it.
Grade ten, it is your time.  It is time to listen to what is going on in your world and think about it, write about it, and make a difference.  

I have told many people before that I believe our youth, your generation, will make a difference in this world when you are older.  I will tell you why I believe this.  Youth today are aware of social issues, and seem to care about them a whole lot more than my generation ever did.  I believe that all of you have something important to say, and most of you hold very strong opinions on things that are happening in the world around you, whether it be at school, in your community, or across the globe.  I hear teens comment on issues continuously.  Issues like global warming, video game violence, homework, government legislation for drivers licensing, bullying.  Through this next genre of writing, you will choose one issue that is of great importance to you, you will research it and write a sophisticated essay, which will convince me to believe your point of view.  I say this with great conviction because I know you can do it!

Of course, I would never leave you to do this alone.  I will be guiding you through each step of the process and will be conferencing with you throughout the unit.
Here is how it will be organized:


Your final product:

Length:  800-1000 words double spaced – if typed, this is 3-5 pages, using 12 point font.

Number of sources – You must have at least three sources cited in your works cited page.

Number of quotes – You must use at least three quotations in your essay.  

Number of transition words – You must use at least five transition words in your essay.

***For everyone, your final draft is to be double spaced on unlined paper, in pen or typed using 12 point font (Arial or Times New Roman)

Essay will be due:  ____________________________

Please ensure that you have attached the rubric to your final project.

 What is a persuasive essay?  We will look at the audience and purpose of essays, appropriate word choice, and features of effective and ineffective essays.  Together, we will read like writers, take a peek at what other writers are doing when they write argument.


Choosing a topic.  We will work on narrowing down a topic that is of interest to you.


Collecting information.  There will be mini-lessons on research strategies, particularly regarding EBSCO and the Internet, and we will learn how to do proper essay note-taking.


Prewriting.  After we have our information, we will use a position/support web for the preliminary organization of our information.


Outlining


Writing an introduction, body, and conclusion.  We will explore different types of leads, the elements of an introduction, organizing the body and supporting elements and details, and elements of an effective conclusion  








