Notes Day 2 - 

Environmental science is the study of how humans interact with the environment. The environment includes the natural world (living and non-living) as well as any synthetic items produced by humans. 

Environmental science focuses on the solving of environmental problems. In order to accomplish this goal, environmental scientists must not only be knowledgeable and understanding of the myriad fields of science, they must also accept and understand the importance of human attitudes, values and beliefs in addressing those problems.

Canada is an enormous country, covering approximately 10 million square kilometres, about 8.4% of the total land area of our planet. According to some sources, Canada is comprised of up to 20 different ecological regions, or ecozones. 

Canada is a resource-rich nation; Canada's lakes contain roughly one fifth of the world's total freshwater supply. Much of the country's land is forested, providing a multitude of raw materials to work with. The prairies offer the resources that allow Canada to contribute generously to global agriculture.

Canada is an enormous country, covering approximately 10 million square kilometres, about 8.4% of the total land area of our planet. According to some sources, Canada is comprised of up to 20 different ecological regions, or ecozones. 

Most agree that a full one-third of Canada's land mass is an Arctic environment—Canadians understandably count themselves amongst the world's north circumpolar nations. 

Canada is a resource-rich nation; Canada's lakes contain roughly one fifth of the world's total freshwater supply. Much of the country's land is forested, providing a multitude of raw materials to work with. The prairies offer the resources that allow Canada to contribute generously to global agriculture.

All people hold a set of assumptions regarding the world and how it works.

Societies develop attitudes, values and beliefs which become the norms for the groups of people they represent. Different cultures in society hold differing values and perspectives—that is, they posses different world views.

expansionist approach to conservation believed that although wastefulness was to be avoided in a developing society, nature could be exploited for gains in personal wealth and in the name of progress.

ecological approach to conservation asserts that all living things are valuable, regardless of their use to humans, and that any human activity must work within the confines of the healthy functioning of the Earth's natural processes. 
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Nature is a resource to be used, not preserved. Nature has value in and of itself.

Consenvation must work with societys values,not | pregervation works againstthe main values of society

againstthem

Conservation should work against wastefulness. The activity of humans must work within the limitations
of the planet's ecosystems.





ANTHROPOCENTRIC

1: considering human beings as the most significant entity of the universe 

2: interpreting or regarding the world in terms of human values and experiences 

Biocentric (Biocentrism) states that nature does not exist simply to be used or consumed by humans, but that humans are simply one 

species amongst many, and that because we are part of an 

ecosystem, any actions which negatively affect the living systems of which we are a part, adversely affect us as well, whether or not we maintain a biocentric worldview. Biocentrists believe that all species have inherent value, and that humans are not "superior" in a moral or 

ethical sense.

Ecocentric - a term used in ecological political philosophy to denote a nature-centred, as opposed to human-centred, system of values.

By the mid-twentieth century, as industries popped up and expanded throughout Canada and the developed world, economies boomed; people bought more and more automobiles and household appliances. 

Environmental problems soon became obvious: the colour of the air above the urban centres became darker and gloomier, respiratory problems arose in people living near smokestacks, rivers and lakes became more visibly polluted, beaches became fouled with garbage and raw sewage and deadly contaminants increasingly showed up in the air, water and soil.
In 1962, an American marine biologist, Rachel Carson, wrote Silent Spring, warning of the dangers of indiscriminate pesticide use. 

It had been determined that the decline in the populations of birds of prey (in particular, the bald eagle and peregrine falcon) was a result of the accumulation in their bodies of DDT, a pesticide that had been used quite generously since the 1940s. 

Many North Americans consider the publication and subsequent widespread reading of Carson's book to be the beginning of the contemporary environmental protection movement.

When society radically changes the way in which it views the world, a paradigm shift is said to occur. 
Most people today understand that environmental concerns are interwoven, in very complicated ways, with economic and social issues. Not only are there organizations devoted to controlling pollution and protecting wilderness areas and wildlife, there are agencies in the business and economic communities that also address the need for an all encompassing, or holistic, approach to sustainable development. 

sustainable development as, "a form of progress that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs."
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