1. Explain how hunter-gathers affected the environment in which they.

-set fires to grasslands (prairies) to prevent the growth of trees

-spread plants to where they did not originally grow

- overhunting in certain areas

2. Agriculture revolution 
- habitats were destroyed to grow crops





- converted land was farmed poorly and soil is no longer fertile

Industrial Revolution 

- pollution






-habitat loss

3. 
- Local problems could be location of a landfill


-regional problems could be pollution in river affecting people 100's of miles away 


-Ozone depletion chemicals released in one country destroy the ozone layer that everyone depends on,

4. Natural source pollution - human sewage, animal waste

5.  Population growth increase due to increase food production, improvements in sanitation, medical supplies and services

Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), produced in many of the world's countries, are contributing to the destruction of the ozone layer, 25 km above us. Without this protective blanket, some of the Sun's rays are extremely harmful to all life-forms.
Developed and Developing Nations

Developed countries (highly industrialized), such as the United States, Canada, Sweden, Japan, Australia, New Zealand and western Europe, 

These populations have higher average incomes , slower populations growth , diverse, industrial economies and stronger social support systems

Citizens in these countries enjoy good health and a fairly comfortable lifestyle. 

Developed countries have low rates of population growth and the longest doubling time; that is, they take much longer to double in numbers. 

Developed countries have the lowest birth rates and very low infant mortality rates.

Developing countries are much less industrialized nations, and average income is much lower. India, Kenya, Mexico, Malaysia and South Korea are all considered developing nations. 

These citizens have simple & agriculture-based economies & rapid population.

Often citizens of developing countries struggle daily to provide the basic needs of food, water and shelter for their families. Some developing countries are better off than others, yet many are desperately poor and in great need. 

Birth rates and infant mortality rates are high. Life expectancies are lower than in the developed nations. 

Developing countries have very high rates of population growth and the shortest doubling time.

As noted, developing nations account for most of the world population growth; however, it is the developed nations that account for most of the consumption of global resources. This leads to what some claim to be the two major root causes of global environmental problems—the population crisis and a consumption crisis.

Interestingly enough, developed countries use up 75% of the resources used every year, yet they make up only about 20% of the world's population.

Our Main Environmental Problems

· Overpopulation 

· Resource depletion 

· Pollution (air, water and soil), global warming, ozone depletion and acid rain 

Reduction in biodiversity and extinction

Overpopulation

Any increase in population directly affects the environment; the greater the number of people on the planet, the greater the need for food, water and shelter.

The pollution of natural environments, declining energy reserves, reduced biodiversity and wildlife extinctions are all problems related to human population growth.

Resource Depletion

Natural resources include water, air, soil, minerals, fossil fuels, plants, animals and sunlight. Some natural resources cannot be replaced once they are used; that is, they are not replenished by natural processes as they are taken from the Earth. 

Examples of these types of non-renewable resources are oil and natural gas, coal and the ores of various metals, such as zinc and copper.

Renewable resources, on the other hand, are continually being replaced as they are used. 

Resources derived from these living organisms (food materials, wood for construction purposes or as fuel for fire and ethanol for fuel) are therefore considered renewable forms of resources. 

With the proper technology, various forms of energy, such as solar, tidal and wind power and geothermal energy, can also be considered renewable, as these types of energies can theoretically be harnessed and utilized indefinitely. 

Habitat preservation, attention to pollutant production and reasonable, scientifically-determined hunting and fishing quotas all help ensure a continual supply of biological (living) resources. 

The natural, economic and social consequences of managing the fisheries and forests are intertwined in a very complex manner.
Pollution (Air, Water and Soil), Global Warming, Ozone Depletion and Acid

Humans have unintentionally and intentionally poisoned the planet for years. The air, water and soil have become contaminated with heavy metals, nitrous oxides, carbon monoxide, pesticides, radioactive materials and innumerable other pollutants in all corners of the world. Pollutants affect all living organisms at varying rates, and many are dangerous to human health by causing general ill health, disease, cancer, birth defects and nerve damage.

Atmospheric pollution in particular is of great concern globally. Greenhouse gas emissions are directly responsible for global warming, and since Canada is among the world's highest per capita producers of greenhouse gas emissions, Canadians have a moral obligation to take the lead in dealing with this problem.

Reduction in Biodiversity and Extinction

Extinction is a natural process of evolution. Extinction is the death of a species—it means that the last member of the species is gone forever. Some species die out while others adapt and survive.

The natural rate of extinction has grown exponentially as a direct result of human activity, especially over the last couple of centuries. The number of species on Earth is being reduced by a rate 1,000 to 10,000 times higher than existed in pre-human times. Presently, thousands of species become extinct every year. According to renowned environmentalist E.O. Wilson, 20% or more of the Earth's species will disappear during the next 30 years.

Many people now understand that all life is interconnected and that what happens to one species directly and indirectly affects thousands of others.

1.) List and briefly explain the main environmental problems listed below.


a) Overpopulation


b) Depletion of resources (renewable and non-renewable)


c) Pollution


d) Extinction

2.) Define and explain the differences between developed countries and developing countries?

