Language Arts IV Exam Outline

Section 1: Reading Comprehension – for this section you will read an article and answer short answer questions.

Part A –Short Answer (15 points)

Section 2: Romeo and Juliet
Part A – Multiple Choice Questions (15 points)

Part B – Quotation Identification (10 points) – There will be four quotes from the novel.  You will choose two and identify the speaker, listener, and significance (what it means and why it is important to the story) for each quote.

Part C --  Essay Question (15 points) – There will be three choices of essay topics on the exam.  You will choose one and develop a 2-3 page double spaced essay.

Section 3: Poetry
Part A – Poetry Analysis (20 points) – The formula for the analysis will be provided for you on the exam.  Be sure to incorporate quotes in your responses.
Section 4: Demand Writing

Part A – Essay (25 points) – For this section, you will choose one out of three topics to use as the subject of a 2-3 page double spaced persuasive essay.

How do I study for this exam?

English exams are traditionally the most difficult exams to study for because they rarely require the memorization of material.  English exams are skills based, so your best bet is to practice your reading and writing skills.

· Practice writing five paragraph persuasive essays with an introduction, body, and conclusion.

· Answer the comprehension practice questions on Romeo and Juliet that are attached to this sheet.

· Practice writing responses that incorporate quotations – remember that a quotation needs to be followed up with a sentence to indicate how it links to your response.

· Practice reading short pieces of fiction and answering comprehension questions.

*Over the next couple of days, you will have time to practice these things.  Today, we will study the Romeo and Juliet questions.  Tomorrow, we will demand write a persuasive essay.  On Thursday, we’ll practice our reading comprehension and review how to answer questions by incorporating quotations.  And on Friday, we will practice quotation identification questions and poetry analysis.  Good luck!

Romeo and Juliet Comprehension Questions:  Use your notes and the in-class texts to help you answer the questions.
1. Why is Romeo depressed at the beginning of the play?

2. Describe the Prince’s warning to the Capulets and Montagues after the fight in Act I, Scene I.

3. Why does Benvolio try to convince Romeo to go to the Capulet party?

4. Why does Friar Lawrence agree to marry Romeo and Juliet?

5. In a couple of sentences, describe Tybalt.

6. Describe the turning point in the play.

7. The play starts on a Sunday and ends on a _____________.

8. Why does Tybalt challenge Romeo to a duel?

9. Why is Romeo exiled?  To what place outside the city walls does he flee?

10. Describe Romeo’s thoughts on banishment.

11. What does Nurse advise Juliet to do after Romeo is exiled?

12. Why is Friar John unable to deliver Romeo’s letter?

13. How does Romeo hear about Juliet’s death?

14. Why does the apothecary not want to sell Romeo the poison?  Why does the apothecary sell the poison to Romeo in the end?

15. In what ways will the two families honour their children’s deaths?

16. What are two ways that dramatic irony is used in the play?  Find specific examples in your class texts.

17. What are two ways that foreshadowing is used in the play?  Find specific examples in your class texts.

18. Who do you feel is most at fault for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet and why?  Who is not at fault for Romeo and Juliet’s deaths?

Romeo and Juliet Literature Analysis:

Answer ONE of the three essay topics listed below.  Your answer should be 2-3 double-spaced pages in length.  Be sure to make specific reference to events in the play (at least three examples) in your answer.  Your essay should have an introduction, body, and conclusion. 
1. Romeo and Juliet is a play that demonstrates a great use of literary techniques. Comment on how Shakespeare uses dramatic irony and foreshadowing to create this masterpiece.
2. Romeo and Juliet is usually thought of as a romantic play but, in fact, it is actually a really well written tragedy. Comment on the methods Shakespeare uses to create such tragedy from this love story.
3. At the end of the play, Prince says some will be pardoned and others punished. Who do you feel should be pardoned and punished?

Answering Questions Using Quotations:

Some reading comprehension questions on the exam require you to answer using a quotation.  Neglecting to do this will result in a lower mark.  Remember the following when answering a question using a quotation:

1. Use an introductory phrase just before your quotation.

2. Use quotation marks around the words you have used directly from the text.

3. Follow-up the quotation with an explanation of how it supports what you are saying.
Quotation Identification Practice –State the speaker, listener, and significance (what it means and why it is important to the story) for each quote.  On the exam you will only have to identify 2 of the 4 listed quotations.

“I’ll look to like, if looking liking move;

But no more deep will I endart mine eye

Than your consent gives strength to make it fly.” (Act 1, Scene 3)
“For this alliance may so happy prove,

To turn your household’s rancour to pure love.” (Act 2, Scene 3)

“A plague o’ both your houses!” (Act 3, Scene 1)

“O, I am fortune’s fool!” (Act 3, Scene 1)

Poetry Analysis Practice:
Using the following formula, write a poetry analysis.  This formula will be provided on the exam.

a)      Introduction (indicate the title and author of the poem).

b)      Tell what the poem is about briefly.

c)      Tell what elements of a story are present (discuss characters, setting, theme, plot, conflict, point of view, etc.). – three examples

d)     Tell what poetic devices are present (rhyme, repetition, simile, metaphor, imagery, personification, etc.). – three examples
e)      Conclude with a compliment to the poem.
