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-  The club was formed in the Spring of 2008 and was founded by Ashley Hallihan (MVHS Math Teacher), Jason Curtis 
    (Miramichi Fishing Guide) and William Bacso (elder guide who passed away in the Spring of 2009).  The goal of the club was to get 
    the youth of Miramichi exposed the sport of Atlantic Salmon Fishing with the hopes of creating life-long fishermen.
-  The need for a club came from conversations about the fact that the younger generation is not involved with salmon fishing.  This is 
    disappointing when you consider that the Miramichi River, which is world famous, flows through our community.  

-  The club starts in early March with weekly meetings and continues until the end of the school year.  We traditionally have two fishing 
    trips a year:  one in early June to the Northwest Miramichi and another in late July to the Main Southwest Miramichi.  
-  This year we had a fly tying group start in November and we tied every second week until the regular club started in March.  We were 
    involved with the Eel Ground Fly Fishing Show as well as the Rotary Youth Leadership Conference.  In both of these events, my club 
    members acted as leaders in helping beginning tiers at the vice.

-  We have had a number of highlights over the past five seasons, some of which include…
· In the classroom, we had sessions on…
-  Atlantic Salmon species:  anatomy and life cycle.  
-  Atlantic Salmon fishing:  seasons, methods, regulations, live release, etiquette and a tour of the Miramichi River Watershed.

-  Knot tying: Arbor/Nail/Blood/Turle/Double Clinch. 

-  Equipping your rod and equipment:  fly rods, reels, lines, backing, leader, flies and waders.

-  Fly tying:  theory, hardware, materials, patterns and hands-on tying with the vice.

· We had a number of guest speakers, who included…
-  Martin Silvetstone (editor for the Atlantic Salmon Journal) – ‘Discussion of the Journal and Fishing Stories’

-  Geoff Giffin (Atlantic Salmon Federation) – ‘Who is ASF and Conservation Practices’

-  Dewey Gillespie (NB Fly Tiers) – ‘The History of Tying Salmon Flies’

-  Greg MacDonald (DNR) – ‘Reading the Water and Northwest Miramichi Salmon Pools’

-  Doug Underhill (writer) – ‘Salmon Country, Website and All Things Salmon Fishing’

· In the gym and on the rugby field, we practiced our fly casting techniques including…
-  pick up & lay down, single haul, double haul, false cast, looping, spey casting and the roll cast.
· In the pool, members were instructed on…
-  canoeing techniques and practiced with the canoes in the pool.  
-  members achieved a certificate for “Introduction to Canoeing Skills – Tandem” from Paddle Canada. 
-  the skill of poling a canoe.

-  wading techniques and safety precautions.  
· Annually, we take a group of members to view the exhibits at the Dieppe Fly Fishing Forum in March.   
· Mark Hambrook (Miramchi Salmon Association): tour of their facility and operations in South Esk (done every 2nd year).  
        As well, he continues to give all the students memberships to the MSA each year.

· Linda Gaston (Miramichi Salmon Museum): tour of their facility in Doaktown and discussion of history (done every 2nd year).
· Geoff Giffin (ASF): gives the students memberships to the Atlantic Salmon Federation (every year).
· MVHS Fly Fishing Club nominated the late William Bacso into the Salmon Hall of Fame in Doaktown in the Fall of 2009.
· Club’s website launched in 2010:  current with the weekly activities, view photos/videos, links and promotions
· MVHS Fly Fishing Club featured in the Atlantic Salmon Journal – ‘Salmon High’, Fall 2011.

-  Annually at the MVHS Awards Ceremony in May, we recognize graduating members by giving them certificates along with a brooch   

    pin of a fly called the Pulamoo, which is the school’s mascot.  
-  Each season we have at least two fishing trips…


1)  Northwest Miramichi (Fishing NB Days – June 2, 2012):  public water



-  morning fish at a pool, afternoon fish at a different pool and meet for a BBQ.



-  canoe/fish in 2011 with OP class doing a float trip (Miners bridge – Wayerton bridge).   

2)  Main Southwest Miramichi (mid to late July):  private water 


-  donation of private water for a day from local lodges/outfitters (stretch below the mouth of Cains River).


-  morning fish at a pool, BBQ at lunch and afternoon fish at a different pool.


3)  Cains River (October 15, 2011):  private / public water



-  canoe/fish the lower stretches of the tributary and pull out on the Main Southwest Miramichi.



-  bump and run with a common shore lunch.   

-  Here are some websites that you may want to use to help develop a lesson / a unit / a club / a course.  
NOTE:  I will post this document on our website so you can activate the links!

· Atlantic Salmon Federation:  http://www.asf.ca/
· ASF Education Programs (Fish Friends & Magic on the River):  http://asf.ca/education.php
· Miramichi Salmon Association:   http://www.miramichisalmon.ca/
· Miramichi Watershed Committee:  http://www.mwmc.ca/
· NB Salmon Council:  http://www.nbsalmoncouncil.com/
· NB Department of Natural Resources:  http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/natural_resources/fish.html
· NB Tourism:  http://www.tourismnewbrunswick.ca/Do/FishingAndHunting.aspx
· Department of Fisheries and Oceans:  http://www.glf.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/Gulf/FAM/Recreational-Fisheries
· River Maps:  http://www.manzer.org/
· NB Fly Tiers:  http://www.flyfishingnb.com
· Dieppe Fly Tying Club:  http://www.dieppeflytying.com/
· Doug Underhill River Reports:  http://www.dougunderhill.com/
· Animated Casts:  http://www.flyfishingnetwork.org/casts/
· Animated Knots:  http://www.animatedknots.com
· Orvis Knot Tying:  http://www.orvis.com/orvis_assets/files/enter.html
· A Passion Called Salmon:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FME6YTlQha4
· Atlantic Salmon Lost At Sea:  http://www.atlanticsalmonlostatsea.net/index.htm
· Atlantic Salmon Museum:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgFeysrmj6c&feature=related
· Salmon Fishing on the Miramichi:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxdrFFpcAVE
· History of Salmon Fishing on the Miramichi:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbMlJDbhFI0
· Salar - The Leaper…

Part I:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q6-6A3vCpo
Part II:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMZYYAl0a3I&feature=PlayList&p=EDCA24B33CD61528&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=50
-  It is our hope that both of our clubs will continue to grow in members and community support.  We hope that our presentation may 
   result in others who may want to offer similar opportunities for our youth throughout the province.  These youth will become the future 
   caretakers of our rivers and it is crucial that we carry the tradition of salmon conservation onto them.    
Tight Lines!

Ashley Hallihan
Miramichi Valley High School

hallihana@nbed.nb.ca
http://mvhs.nbed.nb.ca/clubs/fly-fishing-club
(506) 627 - 4083
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“A man has to believe in something.  I believe that I will go fishing!””


-   William Bacso acso               
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