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taken from us too soon. Even the stolid glazed-ham flavor of the portly Walter Lundgren proved
a complete but happy surprise.

However, by the time they’d consumed the wine-marinated remains of Henri LeBeau (especially
enjoying the foie gras of his engorged liver), a noticeable change had crept over the group: at
first there were tiny criticisms — that this one was “too sweet” or “overdone,” or that the elderly
Sheila Taylor “could use some salt.” Perhaps recalling too fondly just how tasty the earlier
offerings had been, the dissatisfied gourmands felt that these latest offerings fell short; one
couple even lamented how inattentive the service had become. Frowning after a single bite of the
late Esther Becker, the young widow of Marshall Johnson (himself tasting of a perfectly
seasoned pork loin), took out her iPhone and posted a half-star review of the unsatisfactory fare
at the Becker viewing. The goulash that had been Eva Szab6 proved a pedestrian disappointment,
and by the time they’d reached the soggy corpse of retired schoolteacher Susan Turner (“Meat
loaf,” the first taster sneered, and the others shook their heads in shared displeasure), the jovial
conviviality of the group and their collective wonder had dissipated like the aroma of a dish left
sitting too long.

And so the mourners dispersed and shuffled from the funeral home, stuffed but somehow
unsatisfied. They never spoke again of this mystifying, gourmet event, when the delicious
remains of loved ones who had once nourished their lives offered a surprising final bit of
sustenance, only to disappoint, as they had so often in life.

Questions:

1) Define the underlined words in the story.

2) What is the significance of each “dish™? Create a chart to explore the deceased and their
final remains.

3) Using your findings from the previous question please say what food you would be and
explain why.

4) This is a very satirical piece. Find a good definition of satire and explain how this story is
satirical.

5) In groups of 2 or 3 discuss the final paragraph and what the author is trying to say about
death in it. Choose a recorder and reporter and write down an easier translation of the
moral.

Creative Extensions (10 Marks)

1) Write a story from the POV of one of the people at the funeral home. What would your
thoughts be when you first decided it was a good idea to eat your loved ones. 1 Page

2) Write a story describing a person’s reaction to walking in on this scene. 1 Page

3) Choose another social gathering (wedding, party, birthday, sporting event, concert, etc.)
and give it a satirical turn of events. The characters should NOT start eating each other.

4) Draw a picture of one of the scenes from this story. On White Paper

5) Create a movie poster for a fictional film adaptation of this story. You should have actors
and a release date on it. On White Paper




