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on the island of Crete, but it was the most
important. Sometime around 1450 BCE, most
of the palace-centres were destroyed,
although historians are not certain why. One
theory, first proposed in 1939, suggested that
the massive eruption of a volcano on the
island of Thera destroyed the palaces. This
theory also linked the sudden destructiop of
the Minoan civilization with the legend of
the lost continent of Atlantjs, Recently,
however, historians have found flays in this
theory and now believe that invaders from

the Greek mainland probably destroyed the
palace-centres on the island.

THE MYCENAEANS

While Minoan palace-centres were flourigh-
ing on Crete, people on the Greek mainlapd

were living in small, simple
communities. Waves of invaders
north hindered their developmen
European peoples may have inva
Greek mainland as early as 2500 Bcz
500 years, they had penetrated sot
Greece, building fortress settlements
fertile plains. Some of the early
spoke a language calleq Achaean,
became the ;s of modern Greek.
These inyaders seized Mycenae i

Peloponnese, the main centre on the G
mainland at the ¢

me. With this city as
politica] centre, they built 2 weal
powerfy] Civilization_ known as Myce
that flourisheq fo; about 500 years. Myc
culture dominateq the xiéditerraﬁ
tween 1600 BCE and 1100 e
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PERSPECTIVES oN ThE

The Legend of the Minotaur

| Legends are stories relating to a people’s past, often telling
| of a great hero or historical event. Legends may be partly
| fact, or they may be all fiction, £
What historical facts, if any, can we find in the legend of
Theseus and the Minotaur?

|
| Afavourite legend of the Athenian Greeks told of Theseus

and the Minotaur. This story linked King Minos of Crete
| with Theseus, one of the earliest and greatest kings of
Athens.

The legend tells how King Minos angered the gods by
failing to sacrifice a particularly strong bull. As a punish-
ment, his wife gave birth to a monster called the Minotaur,
who was part man and part bull, and fed on human flesh.
Minos kept the Minotaur hidden away in a huge maze
called the labyrinth.

One year, the eldest son of Minos journeyed to Athens to
participate in the Athenian games. After he had won several
prizes, he was murdered by those he had defeated. Enraged,
Minos sent his powerful fleet to attack Athens, and forced
the Athenian king, Aegeus, to agree to a terrible form of
compensation. Every nine years, Aegeus had to send seven
young men and seven young women to Crete. Minos impris-
oned these young people in the labyrinth, where the
Minotaur hunted them down and ate them.

When the time came to send the third group of unlucky
Athenians to Crete, Theseus, the son of Aegeus, volunteered
10 go, claiming that he would slay the Minotaur. If he was
successful, Theseus promised his father, he would change
the colour of the returning ship’s sails from black to white.

When he arrived in Crete, Theseus was led towards the
labyrinth, His princely manner impressed Ariadne, the
daughter of Minos, and she decided to do what she could
10 save him from the Minotaur. Tn the black of night,
Ariadne drugged the guards and gave Theseus two swords,
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Past

one long and one short. Then she led him to the entrance
of the labyrinth and gave him a long coil of thread to help
him find his way back through the maze.

Theseus tied one end of the thread near the entrance and
made his way cautiously into the labyrinth. After some time,
he stumbled on a ple of bones and knew that he had found
the place where the Minotaur came to feed. He hid in a.
passageway and waited. Finally, he heard the roar of a wild
beast and the hungry Minotaur appeared. The monster had
4 giant man’s body, an enormous bull’s head, and a lion’s
teeth.

Theseus leapt out of the passageway and attacked the
Minotaur with the short sword, slicing the back sinews of
the monster’s knees. When the Minotaur fell on his back,

Theseus plunged the long sword into his heart. Victorious, L-//

the Athenian prince cut off the creature’s head and carried
it under his arm as he followed the thread safely back to
the entrance. Accompanied by Ariadne, Theseus brought
the severed head to King Minos in his throne room.

Minos was so impressed by the young man’s bravery that
he freed the other imprisoned Athenians and guaranteed
them safe passage home. The king also agreed that Ariadne
could return to Athens with Theseus to become his wife.

But Theseus's triumph was short-lived. The return voyage
to Athens was long and stormy. In one version of the
legend, Ariadne became ill and died in the arms of Theseus
on the island of Naxos. In another version, Theseus simply
abandoned Ariadne on the island. In all versions of the
story, however, as he approached home Theseus completely
forgot his promise to his father—to change the colour of
the sails to white.

As Aegeus paced the cliff tops, scouring the horizon for
the first sight of his son’s ship, he saw the black sails and
assumed the worst. Broken-hearted, Aegeus threy himself
to his death in the sea.

N

Mycenaean kings ruled over their terri-  piracy. In the most famou.s of their expedi-
lories from fortifjeq palaces and gained tions, they attacked the city of Troy on the
Much of their wealth through trade and  northwest corner of Asia Minor. Mycenaean
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The Trojan War: Fact or Fiction?

ore. Others wanted
sstroy it right there. :

story of it, Some wanted 1o (iLFtlr‘Lyr()ckK(>ﬂ B i fortress
For a long time, historians helieved that the story (o take 1t 0 the 10p O th Reloies, Sl others
il ‘Troy and the Trojan War in Homer’s poems was fiction ood and (hrow It down the pr B e o e
\ rather than fact, What facts have been uncovered in the 0 ed 1o leave the wooden horse as an 2
I story? Why might the Greeks have preserved the story in W::I‘se .
ol y Whlen the Trojans decided on this third course o

action, and left the horse standing unharmed inside

heir doom. During the night,
that controlled the trade routes between the Aegean their gates, ‘h”%’ seaif)(rll::ealcd within the horse crept
and Black seas and that rivalled Mycenae as a commer-  the Greek warriors N
d attacked the unwary Trojans, bringing

cial centre. About 1250 BCE, the Mycenaeans handed out and attac! R
together under the leadership of the king of Mycenae to  and destruction down on the city. L.
attack Troy. According to Homer, the struggle began The long and devastasting Trojan War has i 8¢ .
when Paris, a Trojan prince, kidnapped Helen, the wife  ten years before the Mycenaeans emerged vx‘Ltu'rlou?, In
of Menelaos, the king of Sparta, The Spartan king and the end, they destroyed Troy and drove the Trojans into
his brother, King Agamemnon of Mycenae, enlisted the  exile,
help of other Greek rulers to save Helen. In 1871, Heinrich Schliemann excavated a site that

Perhaps the most famous story associated with the he believed was the legendary city of Troy. He found the
Trojan War is that of the Trojan horse. To make the ruins of an ancient city, but discovered that nine differ-
Trojans think that they were giving up the_ conflict, the  ent cities had been built on the same site over the
Greek warriors burned their tents and sailed away, centuries. Could one of the cities have been Troy in the

The /liad and the Odyssey spoke of a city called Troy

Behind them on the shore, they left  large wooden period of the Trojan war? La igs
1 horse. Hidden inside were Odysseus and other Greek proved that a cltyl on one levte(;irhf: lll)aeeetl)ll‘:lgejscta;lo;'ltlalflsin
I warriors. battle around | i ;
| Curious about the horse, the Trojans pulled it into a simple, fnrtifezd‘l?og?‘}l{mt it b'een Hile more than
i1 their place of assembly and considered what to do with . Had the Trojan War really been

an epic battler
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took up the greater part of the land inside the
walls, while most of the people lived in
villages in the surrounding countryside

According to Homer, each Mycenaean
city had its own king, but the king of
Mycenae itself, Agamemnon, was the most
important. Like all other Mycenaean royal
residences, his palace was built around a
central hall or megaron_accessed from a
courtyard. A large circular hearth occupied
the centre of the hall, and it was surrounded
by four pillars to support the roof. A hole in
the roof allowed smoke to escape. The
domestic quarters were located at the sides,
while storage rooms and workshops, behind
the great hall, were where almost all necessi-
ties were manufactured. The interior walls
were decorated with frescoes, many of which
depicted scenes of war or hunting.

Among the most remarkable discoveries
that Schliemann made at Mycenae were
vertical burial shafts. He found these graves
sunk deep into the ground and grouped
inside a circular wall at the edge of the
fortress. Many had been used as graves more
than once. Inside these shaft graves and
alongside the bodies lay exquisite objects of
gold, silver, ivory, and pottery, including a
death-mask of finely beaten gold. Although
Schliemann thought he had found the mask
of Agamemnon himself, archaeologists now
believe that this treasure predates the
legendary king by about 300 years.

Because of the artistic style of the arti-
facts from the shaft graves, and the subject
matter of the images on them, archaeologists
believe that the objects date from the six-
teenth century BCE. The artifacts also reveal a

Figure 6-5 (left)

The lion gate lo the
ciladel of Mycenae
Figure 6-6 (right)
The golden mask of
Agamemnon
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THE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD

earlier Minodn

strong influence from the :
, adopted the

civilization. The Mycenaeans
Minoans’ art of wall painting, ”““""‘vf'w
designs, style of dress, and form of writing
(developing the Linear B seript from the
Minoan Linear A).

After the sixteenth century BCE, the
Mycenaeans seem to have abandoned the shalt
graves in favour of ingeniously constructed
beehive-shaped vaults called tholos tombs.
These tombs were massive chambers cut into
hillsides with walls constructed of fine stone
blocks carefully laid in rows, each row
narrower than the one below it. Why did the
Mycenaeans make this change? Perhaps, with
the Mycenaean civilization near its zenith, the
Minoan influence declined, or perhaps the

S Aoride
household in Mycenae dec

ruling
pew burial method. Unfortuna
tombs were very Vl‘wl’»l](f
graves that were cut into the grounc
s stole almost all the ar

unlike the

grave robber

inside.
Beginning in the twelfth century

many of the Mycenaean fortresse
destroyed and settlements were aba
Several factors may have led to the decline of
this civilization: civil wars among

Mycenaean cities, outside invasion, drougt
and famine, or disease. Whatever the
all of the Mycenaean centres, e
Athens, fell. Mycenae itself was destroyed by
1100 BCE, ;
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dialect of Greek, moved across to Lesbos and
the adjacent mainland. People of central
Greece and the Peloponnese, the former
Achaeans, escaped to Tonia, or central Asia
Minor, and became known as the Ionians.

The achievements of the Mycenaean
civilization in construction, art, monument
building, and writing were lost or forgotten.
In their trek south, the invaders wiped out
farming communities, drastically reducing
the food supply. Famine struck, and the
Greek population rapidly declined. One of
the tougher Dorian tribes dominated most of
the southern Peloponnese. From here, in
about 900 BCE, they spread out to settle
Rhodes, Crete, and other islands in the
Aegean

THE RISE OF THE CITY-STATE AND
THE AGE OF COLONIZATION

Despite the hardships of the Dark Ages,
Greeks gradually developed small, secure,
and independent communities. These com-
munities formed the basis of the Greek city-
state or polis (polis means “community of
peﬂple",ﬁe:n at its largest, a polis rarely
exceeded 20 000 people and was more like
a town than a city, The two major exceptions
were Athens, with its surrounding villages in
Attica that covered about 2500 km?, and
Sparta, which came to control two-fifths of
the Peloponnese.

By the middle of the eighth century BCE,
the population of the Greek world was grow-
ing once again, and putting 2 strain on the
available food supply. The Greeks needed to
find additional land to grow more food, and
needed to resettle some of the people from
the overcrowded city-states. Colonization,

therefore, became essential. Various city-
states launched a search for apoikai or
“away homes.” Their goal was to create
colonies that would become self-sufficient
Bound to the parent city only by trade.

The first Greek colony was established in
about 750 BCE on the Bay of Naples. During
the next century, Greek cities appeared on
almost every fertile coastal plain in Sicily
and southern Italy, and eventually in parts of
northern Africa, Spain, and France. The
greatest of the colonies was Syracuse in
Sicily, the population of which grew to over
100 000 people by the fifth century BCE.

A second wave of colonization occurred
about 650 BCE. During this period, the Greeks
founded a chain of cities all around the
Black Sea to give them access to Crimean
wheat. Greek galleys, called friremes, plied
the waters of the Mediterranean as well, in
search of timber.

Important developments marked this
period of colonization in ancient Greece.
Because of the upsurge in trade, metal
currency came into common USE A new
middle class emerged, made up of the people

who made their living through commerce

and industry rather than from the land. The
Greeks learned how to use iron and, from the
Phoenicians, adopted the alphabet that would
be ngsa down to us by way of the Romans.
Metics, foreign craftspeople and traders, were
welcome in mainland city-states, although
they did not enjoy the same rights as the
native population. Some city-states began to
specialize in particular products. Athens, for
example, produced a great deal of pottery.
During this period, as well, the first Olympic
Games were held (776 BCE) and Homer wrote

- ——h
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CHAPTER

e drew the keen

He charged at Achilles, . . -
his sharp sword held high. And Achilles,

Exquisite shield . . ..
he scanned the form

0f bronze covered him all the way. . . .

Figure 6-1
A bust of Homer

Dying, he sprawled in the dust,

The great poet Homer, whose works date from
about 700 BCE, created some of the earliest
Greek writings. His poems tel] of people who
lived in Greece 500 years before his time, Thy

Greeks passed these stories dowy by woird ef
mouth for centuries before Homer recordod
them. In the lines above, from the fy ;

poem called the Ziad, Homer Writes abo:: 0‘;5
legendary Trojan War in which Achilles om: gef

blade that hung by his side,

A sword both heavy and long. Then

bracing himself

Seething with savage wrath, met the advance .
With one of his own, protecting his chest with his intricate,

Of his foe to find the spot where a spear was most likely
To pierce the firm flesh of Hector. He saw that his armor

But there where the collarbones separate neck

And shoulders, there at his throat, most fatal of targets,
Appeared a spot unprotected by bronze. So there,

As on him he charged, great Achilles drove in his spear,

And the point went through his soft neck and stuck out behind,

And shining Achilles exulted above him, vaunting

Homer
The liad

the Greek herogs, fo
Hector, the son of thy
?md the Odyssey,
1nspired the Greek

ught a great duel with
e king of Troy. The /liad
Homer’s tWo great epics,
beople by telling them of
t history and by praising
rage, glory, and valour. Not
T€present some of the great
de, but they also give us a
1nto ancient Greek society.

gnly do these poems
literature of the perj
fascinating glimpse
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GREECE: LAND OF THE HELLENES

LAND AND SEA

In the southeastern corner of Europe, he-
tween modern Greece and Turkey, lies the
Aegean Sea. This island-filled arm of the
Mediterranean was the heart of ancient
Greece. Few of the people lived more than 70
km from its shores. Unlike the river valley
societies of Egypt and Mesopotamia, Greek
civilization was oriented to the sea,

More than 2000 islands dot the Aegean,
the remnants of a submerged mountain
system. While some islands were rocky and
infertile, others had rich soils ideal for farm-
ing. The earliest Aegean civilization began
on one of these fertile islands—Crete—and
spread from there to other islands and to the
Greek mainland. In ancient times, Greek
cities dotted even Asia Minor (part of modern
Turkey) on the eastern edge of the Aegean
Sea.

Greece has nearly 3200 km of coast-
line, a remarkable length for such a small
land area. Besides the islands, the Greek
mainland has a long rocky coastline that is
indented with deep fjords. These narrow
inlets provided excellent harbours. Greeks
sailed from island to island across the

Aegean and around the whole rim of the
Mediterranean sharing products and ideas.
Sea travel had its dangers, however.
Although distances from island to island
across the Aegean are short, violent storms
and strong prevailing winds can make
Navigation difficult. To sail safely beyond
the islands o places farther east and
South, such as Mesopotamia and Egypt,
"avigators needed to know the precise wind
‘onditions, 3

THRACE
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& Miletus

| Land oyer -
B rorimately 00m
4 Mountains

] e

Black Sea

Byzantium
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Mainland Greece stretches from the Figure 6-2
Peloponnese peninsula in the south to the Greece and the
Aegean Sea

regions of Attica, Thessaly, and Macedonia
in the north. The area has no major rivers,
and only a few of the minor rivers flow all
year round. Most are active only in the
winter or after storms. At other times, they
are little more than a trickle running across
a bed of stone.

The rugged landscape of the mainland
is marked by mountains. As a result, the
ancient Greeks could not cultivate even a
fifth of this territory, and prized the small
amount of fertile land highly. On the narrow
coastal plains and valleys—the only land
suitable for farming—fig vines and olives
thrived in the mild, wet winters and dry
summers. The people also grew grain crops,
such as barley, and put sheep and goats out
to graze on the higher ground.
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Figure 6-3
Mountainous Greek
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more difficult to produce enough wheat for ,
growing population. Except for iron iy
Spartan Laconia and silver in Athenigy
mines at Laurium, Greece also had fey
mineral deposits. With limited farmland ang
few natural resources, many Greek city-states

relied on foreign trade.

Like the sea, the mountains had a signif-
icant effect on the development of the an-
cient Greek world. While they made Greece a
very difficult territory to conquer by land,
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information we had about this civilization
came from the writings of the fifth-century
BCE Greek historian Thucydides. Thucvdidels
told of a King Minos of Crete who domilnated
a large part of the Aegean with his powerful
navy. Tales of Minos and his nayy had
been Greek legends for centuries i)efore
Thucydides recorded them.

In 1900, the British archaeologist Arthur
Evans began excavations on the north shore
of Crete, at Knossos, and brought to light
actual evidence of this ancient kingdom. His
discovery of the palace of King Minos at
Knossos was one of the most important
archaeological finds of the century.

The palace Evans uncovered was like a
huge maze, with over 800 interconnecting
rooms grouped around the large central
courtyard. While construction probably
began about 2000 BCE, the palace was en-
larged and rebuilt several times during the
Minoan period. In some places, it rises to
several storeys. Rooms seem to have had

various purposes, suggesting that the palace
served as a government centre, royal resi-
dence, temple, and storehouse. The west side
housed the official quarters or state rooms,
including a throne room and large store-
rooms. The huge jars found in these store-
rooms, originally for olive oil, wine, and
grain, may represent taxes paid by the people
10 the king. The east side, which extends
beyond a large courtyard, housed the domes-
tic or living quarters.

The palace also included several archi-
tectural innovations well advanced for the
time, The Minoans built light-wells or shafts
i Some of the rooms to create a brighter,
More open atmosphere. They piped water

GREECE: LAND OF THE HELLENES

into the palace, incorporated flush toilets
and baths in the living quarters, and con-
structed an advanced drainage system.
Indoor plumbing such as this did not be-
come common again for 3600 years.

On the interior walls of the main rooms,
colourful frescoes or wall paintings depicted
scenes of nature and Minoan life, One room
had an entire mural of dolphins. Other
paintings show crowds watching lively
dances or sports such as bull-lea ing. In
some of these frescoes, young men and
women are grabbing the horns of 2 charging
bull and vaulting over its back. The bull
seems to have been sacred to the Minoans,
and bull-leaping may have begun as a reli-
gious ritual. Other artifacts discovered at
Knossos suggest that the Minoans wor-
shipped a mother goddess or goddess of
fertility, who often appears with snakes. As no
battle scenes appear on the walls and few
weapons were found in the excavations,
historians believe that the Minoans were a
peaceful people, more preoccupied with
nature and life than with war.

Archaeologists also discovered at
Knossos two clay tablets bearing different
scripts, which they named Linear A and
Linear B. The script called Linear B, finally
decoded in 1952, probably replaced the
earlier script, Linear A, which remains a
mystery. Texts written in Linear B have also
been found at several mainland locations in
Greece. Their discovery suggests that Greeks
from the mainland—possibly from the
Mycenaean civilization that emerged in
about 1600 BcE—dominated Knossos in its

final years.
Knossos was not the only Minoan centre
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