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The Road to War

In the summer of 1939, 11.5 millim] (‘:,l\;ltllxl.lla
carefully watched events unfolding il “‘“f“]’l)“'d
Germany was demanding territory lf‘()tll Polan: |‘ y
Britain and France were Poland’s allies. Would the
German expansion plans lead to war? It W(I\ only
a little over 20 years since the end of the First
World War, which had been called the “war to end
all wa Europe was not the only trouble SPUF
and Germany was not the only aggressor. In Asia,
Japan was at war with China, Bu( in the summer
of 1939, attention was focused on Germany.

Looking back on this time, historians have
developed hypotheses, or theories, about the
causes of the Second World War, Their hypotheses
are based on the events or facts as they are known,
and on their interpretations of these events and
facts. Historians have different backgrounds and
points of view. As a result, a British, French, or
Canadian historian would likely emphasize dif-
ferent events and facts and interpret them differ-
ently than a German or Japanese historian,

One interpretation that is widely accepted
suggests that the Second World War in Europe
was caused in large part by the Treaty of
Versailles. This treaty was the peace settlement
that ended the First World War. The Treaty of
Versailles punished Germany for starting the
First World War by taking away land and
by forcing it to pay sums of money, calleq
reparations, to the victors.

According to this interpretation, Adolf Hitley
and the National Socialist Party (known g the
Nazis) were elected to power in 1933 by usin
German anger over the Treaty of Versailles (o
become pf)pular. Hitler promiseqd to tear up the
treaty. This was not the only reason that the
Germans supported Hitler, but j¢ played 4
sigrl1i'ﬁcant rqle, Shortly after the election, all
political parties excepf the Nationa] SOCiaIists
were outlawed, and Hitler became the dictatoy
or only ruler, 2

Once in power, Hitler began (o break the
1erms_ of the Treaty of Versailles, For example
he built up Germany’s armed forces ang begar;
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Figure 7.2 Hitler occupied territories taken away from
Germany in the Treaty of Versailles. The Sudetenland s
a German-speaking region of Czechoslovakia. Danzig
was under the protection of the League of Nations, the
organization set up to promote world peace following
the First World War,
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anada at War

en Britain had declared war ip the First World
War in 1914,'Canuda was also automatically at

ar because 1t was part of the British Empire. In
ihe 19205 and 1930s, Canada’s relationship with
pritain had changed. The Statute of Westminster
in 1931 had made Canada independent of Britain
in foreign policy. It was up to Canada (o decide
whether to g0 to war.

As the threat of war grew in 1939, (he govern-
ment had to decide what Canada should do if war
proke out. Should Canada join Britain? The govern-
ment had caused a crisis during the First World War
when it wanted to conscript, or require, Canadians
fojoin the armed forces. Would such a crisis happen
again? Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie
King came up with a compromise—Canada would
support Britain fully by providing war materials,
but it would only provide a small volunteer army.

Canada formally declared war on Germany on
September 10, 1939, after two days of debate in
Parliament. It was a significant decision that
would change Canada and its role in the world.
Key aspects of Canada’s identity as a nation would
evolve during the Second World War, just as they
had during the First World War.

Review and Reflect

y do some historians suggest that the root

use of the Second World War lay in the

rms of the Treaty of Versailles?

In 1914, when war was declared, there was

espread celebration. There was no Felel.)ra—

in September 1939. Why not? As a historian,
an answer to this question and support

- answer (hypothesis) with two key facts.

fians often use “cause and effect” to explain
. Working in a small group, select one
from the map in Figure 7.2 and de\{elop
organizer to research and exp!am the
and effects of the event in relation to

break of war. Use software if you like.

Phases of the War

In Chapter 2, you were introduced to the geo-
graphic concept of region. Just as geographers
often use regions to simplify the analysis of a I
large area, historians sometimes divide a multi-
tude of events into time periods to help their
study. The time periods can cover weeks, months,
or thousands of years. For example, the great
sweep of European history is often divided into
the ancient, medieval, and modern eras. To help
you understand the role that Canada played in
the Second World War, the war has been divided
into four phases. Canada played a particular

role in each phase.

Phase 1: September 1939 to June 1940

The early stage of the war has been called the
“phony war” because little happened in Western
Europe immediately after Germany invaded
Poland. The Soviet Union invaded Poland

from the east shortly after the German invasion
from the west. Germany and the Soviet Union
had signed a non-aggression pact and agreed
to divide Poland between them. The Allies
consisted of France, Britain, and the
Commonwealth at this stage. Germany allied
with Italy and Japan in 1939. This alliance
was called the Axis.

Global Context

In Asia, Japan and China had been at war since
1937. In Europe, Poland was quickly defeated

by Germany and the Soviet Union. Britain and
France mobilized their armies in case Germany
attacked Western Europe. France was relying on
the Maginot Line of fortifications, built during
the 1920s and 1930s, to defend against another
German invasion. (See Figure 7.3.) The Maginot
Line had been designed to combat trench warfare
like that of the First World War.

Germany did attack Western Europe in April
1940. A German war tactic made the Maginot
Line ineffective as a defence. Called blitzkrieg,
or lightning war, the tactic involved integrating
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tanks, aircraft, and mobile infantry 10 fas[‘;asjly
moving, powerful units that were able l(l) !
break through Allied defences in s.e\/erahpt s
This created holes in the defence lines thal L
main German army could quickly overrun-
German blitzkrieg quickly smashed through 3
Belgium and Holland and simply bypassec[.t ©
Maginot Line. The British and French armies
in Belgium, where they had gone (o stop th§
German offensive, were defeated. The surYIv
were evacuated from the beaches of Dunkirk.
The French government surrendered to Germany.

ors

Canada’s Contribution
The small volunteer army that Prime Minister King
had promised was raised, organized, and sent to
Britain in December 1939. This was a significant
achievement because Canada’s armed forces—the
army, navy, and air force—had been reduced in
size following the First World War. In addition,
Canada had only 38 ocean-going merchant ships in
1939. These ships, known as the merchant marine,
were needed to transport military personnel and war
goods. The first ships sailed in mid-September
1939, and the first ones were sunk by German
submarines, or U-boats, almost immediately.

[ Occupied by Germany
<— British evacuations

ATLANTIC
OCEAN.

HUNGARy ™ GeRy
WAK/V‘ 5‘\TELLI}}NB

39, the British C“'“”“WM,

19 o
In Df:ger:t;f{ﬂﬂ (BCATP) Was put in ply, gy
Air Traml"}; force would train Allied pilog h

al : s v (

Canada S - Canﬂda' This was a 1T?d§\l\(, unge,.
p 2 0 training aipf;

e Canada had no trz g dlr?lcld\

aus " S L
taking I?EC aircraft. In spite of this, it wag , s
or training rogram, training over 131 00 ;.

zrew and building dozens of new airfields i, al

the end of the war. Sop, -
parts of g:ﬁfsd?ezi’ained in use after the g, b
these tak:; pring of 1940, King and the Liber,

» won the federal election with a large
Panyﬂty King’s policy of maintaining a smy)
iﬁ{lomee'r army overseas while having large g,
war production at h0m§ was POPL}Iar- A key
aim was to avoid the high (?asualtles and the
conscription crisis of the First Wor.]d wm«_ In
May 1940, the stunning German victories over
Holland, Belgium, and France left Britain ajope
to face Hitler with only the Commonwealth
countries as allies. This changed Canada’s
position. Parliament soon passed the National
Resources Mobilization Act (NMRA), which
moved Canada from a limited role in the war
to a total commitment to the war effort.
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skills Toolbox

da relied on volunteers to build its oy erseas

(Cand i
Jmys 1AV and air force. One key tool in this

recl_uitment drive was the poster, Historians con-
Jider these poSters to be primary sources. They

gre artifacts of the time. Posters encouraced
Canadians (0 enlist, to get a war job, to c:mtrilmte
money to the war effort, and to hate the enemy.

To get the message across to the public, [hc‘
posters had to be simple and direct. They had
0 appeal to people’s emotions. Posters in both
French and English used various propaganda
echniques to persuade viewers to their point of
yiew. In general, there were two types of messages,
positive and negative. Positive posters encnura&ed
people to be part of the group doing good thinés
for their country. Negative posters played on
people’s fears and encouraged a “good guys” (us)
against the “bad guys” (them) point of view. Often

mAnaiyzing Posters

e in the an
S

N

-
W
-
i
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the posters were outright racist in the way that
they depicted the “bad guys.”
Examine the four posters from the Second World .
War below. Consider the following questions:
1. What is the purpose of the poster?
2. Who is the target audience?
3. Is the poster effective? Support your answer.
Note the use of text and visuals.
4. Would the poster be acceptable in Canadian >
society today? ."\‘
During the war, propaganda—whether in posters, o

in newsreels at the movie theatre, or on radio— \
used a number of persuasive techniques. \
Independently or in pairs, research these tech- \\
niques to determine which ones were used in

these posters.
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