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Phase 2: June 1940 to July 1943

a for Britain
The second phase of the war began lmdl.y for B\
and its allies, but by its end, the question Was r
when, not if, the war against Hitler would be won.

Global Context

Two events were responsible for turning the war
around. In June 1941, German armies invaded the
Soviet Union, turning it into Britain’s ally. The
Soviet Union would suffer more than 30 million
casualties in its war against Germany. Then, on
December 7, 1941, without warning, Japan allaCke_d
the U.S. peacetime fleet at Pear] Harbor in Hawaii.
Japan, already at war with China, wanted to make
itself the dominant power in Asia. Neutral in the
war against Hitler until then, the United States
declared war on both Germany and Japan fol-
lowing the attack on Pearl Harbor. These events
began to change the course of the war.
InJune 1942, U.S. forces at the Battle of Midway
destroyed much of Japan’s naval and air forces.
Another important battle occurred at Bl Alamein
in North Africa, when the Allied army pushed the
German army out of the region in October 1942,
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CO"YO,y-T](:nd the Soviet Union were essenjy)
q [lzlcl[:”i;s’ war efforts. German submaripeg
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provided by the combined navies of Canad,.
Britain, and the United States. By mid-]943
however, more effective anti-submarine (ac(jc
and weapons became available and drunmlmlH)
decreased the number of ships lost to the U-boats
Meanwhile, Canadian troops had been fighting
alongside British troops. The Canadian army suf-
fered two defeats. The first was in Hong Kong.
In November 1941, Canadian forces were sent to
reinforce the British garrison located there. Japan
attacked Hong Kong on Decemper 7, 1941. By
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Christmas By lge Ja‘pﬂnesc- had defeated the and whether they should have participated in
(itish and Ca?a ians, despite the best efforts these operations in the first place.

of the defenders. Of the 1975 Canadian soldiers

jefending the colony. 290 were killed and 1685

pecame prisoners of war (POWs). Of the POWs, pebbles—it was like trying to make a hole

We had no cover. We couldn’t dig in the

in water.... We had no protection. We were
in crossfire from the two high sides of the
beach, and a frontal fire which covered the
whole beach. ... We couldn’t walk back, we
couldn’t get forward, we couldn’t go on the
sides. We were dead, really, before dying.

160 died in captivity.
" The second defeat was the attack on Dieppe,
gport in France, in 1942. More than 6000 Allied
soldiers took part, including 4963 Canadians.
The raid was a disaster—over 900 Canadians
ere killed and more than 1900 became POWs.
In both cases. questions arose about whether Colonel Dollard Menard, Fusiliers de Mont-Royal,
he Canadians were properly equipped and trained, writing about Dieppe

What's in a Name?

Naming Regiments

The soldiers sent to Hong Kong were members of the Royal
Rifles of Canada and the Winnipeg Grenadiers. The Canadian
army had adopted the British tradition of naming its regi-
ments after people and places. Other armies simply number
their regiments. A regiment may be named in honour of an

| individual—sometimes the person who organized the regiment—
or it may be named after the place from which the soldiers
were recruited. A number of regiments were raised from the
Atlantic provinces, such as the Royal New Brunswick

ent, the North Nova Scotia Highlanders, and the

nce Edward Island Regiment. HMCS Sackville was commissioned in

n a similar way, the navy named the 120 corvettes (ships December 1941. It escorted convoys from

4 A ; o o . John's, Newfoundland, to Londond
E rfare) in its fleet after Canadian St. John's, , to Londonderry,
d in anti-submarine warfare) Northern Ireland, throughout the war. On

towns, or rivers—a tradition that the navy OIS, August 3-4, 1942, the Sackville engaged three
a research project, independently or in pairs, choose one  y_boats in a 36-hour period, damaging all

n the Second World War. three. It became a Canadian Naval Memorial
in May 1985 and can be toured in Halifax. It is
the last surviving corvette.

many regiments that fought i
Nt its story to the class. If you wish, you may choose a
or one of the air-force squadrons.

eview and Reflect

cause and effect organizer, describe why
, Stalingrad, and El Alamein are consid-
ajor turning points in the second World
You might use concept-webbing software
te your organizer.

2. What would be the proof that, by 1943, the
Battle of the Atlantic had turned in the
Allies’ favour?
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 psthe fighting intensified in Italy, more
- dian units were moved there from Britain
viding the Qanadlan army into two groups. fhe

jan campaign was a slow. hard-fought battle
man soldiers were skilled combamﬁts and i
jcted heavy casualties. Canadian soldiers dis-
uished themselves in the house-to-house zu;d
d-to-hand battle for the city of Ortona in 1943
e spring of 1944, Canadian soldiers also took'
the attack against the German army a the
of Cassino with its mountaintop monastery.
adian soldiers continued to fight in Italy umii
ary 1945, when they were moved to northwest
e to rejoin the rest of the Canadian army.

ery nation’s identity is defined by the great
ggles that mark its history. For Ccmadi?ms,
ny of those defining moments occurred an
cean away from our shores. Ortona was a
lace where what Canadians did in life

ily echoes in eternity.

The Honourable Albina Guarnieri,

 Minister of Veterans Affairs, at a plaque unveiling
mmemorate the Battle of Ortona, October 28, 2004

0
i

Figure 7.7 Soldiers from the Carleton and York Regiment

— Canadian
advancing under sniper fire, October 23, 1943

troop
movements

YUGOSLAVIA
Review and Reflect

1. Explain how the Allies were on the offensive
on all fronts in this phase of the war.

Apply and Extend

1. A popular song of the times was “We Are the
D-Day Dodgers!" Find the words to this song
and compare them to the events in the war. Do
you understand the lyrics? It was sung to the
tune of “Lili Marlene,” a popular German war
song. Why would this tune have been used?
You might want to use presentation software.

n of ltaly gave the_
r the Allies.

mountainous terrai
rman armies an advantage ove
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Apply and Extend

1. The defeat of Canadian troops in both HOﬁg5
Kong and Dieppe caused controversy. In grl;l:jl:“:
generate a short list of “why” questions ad
Hong Kong and Dieppe. Match gro-ups an: N
exchange questions. Research possible an_swe
to the questions and present them for discus-
sion with your pair group, focusing on what

generalizations can be made.

2. Research the role played by Canada’s corvette

navy in the Second World War, and develop a

multimedia presentation to share your find-

ings. Was the whole navy composed of
corvettes? Did corvettes play a special role?

Consider using presentation software.

Phase 3: July 1943 to June 1944
After the great victories at Midway, El Alamein,
and Stalingrad in 1942-1943, the balance of the
war shifted in favour of the Allies. From 1943
onward, the Allies were on the offensive on all
fronts. (“Front” is the term used to describe the
line of contact between two enemy forces.)

Global Context

U.S. forces began an island-hopping campaign that
pushed the Japanese back and recaptured the
Philippines. On the eastern front in Europe, the
momentum shifted to the Sovjet army, and the
German army began its long retreat back to
Berlin. The aerial bombing of Germany, which the
Allies had begun in 1940, dramalically escalated

with the increased production of bomber and
fighter aircraft in the Uniteq States and Canada,

Canada’s Contribution
Canada’s air force had ex
and by 1943 there was an
group. Earlier in the war,
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The Canadian fighting force hadvuxpum[m
from a single division to a full army. .»\Ilf-r El
Alamein, the Allies, including [hf: Flr\l Canady,
Division, invaded the island of Sl?llyt known 4
the “soft underbelly” of ItaI_yA Sicily [cll‘m the
Allies, who then invaded mainland Italy, Germany
ally. The loss of Sicily led to the eventual oye,-
throw of the Italian government. It was replaceg
in August 1943, and the new government sy,

The goal ,
therefore 113
these bombing

dered in September. Additional German forces
were quickly sent to Italy to replace the Italia,
forces, and the campaign continued.
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because of their race.

Canadians in Profile
Sergeant Tommy Prince, 1915-1977

Sergeant Tommy Prince is known as Canada’s fnost
decorated First Nations war hero. He grew'up in
the Brokenhead First Nation north of Winnipeg.
Prince was turned down initially when he volun-
teered for the Canadian army, a routine occurrence
for First Nations, who were rejected in part

Prince persisted and eventually joined the
Canadian Parachute Battalion. A small number of
battalion members, including Prince, were given
special training to become the First Special Service
Force (1st SSF). This was a unique combat unit con-
sisting of elite Canadian and U.S. fighters that came
to be known by the enemy as the “Devil's Brigade”
The Tst SSF was sent to Italy, where Prince vol-
unteered to run a communication line to an aban-
doned farmhouse less than 200 m from the German
artillery. He lived in the farmhouse for three days,
reporting on €nemy movements. On February 8,
1944, German shells broke the communication
wire. Posing as a farmer, Prince began to “weed”

This photograph of Sergeant
Tommy Prince was taken

at Buckingham Palace on
February 19, 1945, following
the presentation of medals.

ield. Slowly working his way along the field,
il d to tie his shoelace. Actually, he vy,
Prince— i mmunication line. The
repairing the broken co e
Germans watched the whole episode without
interest, but Prince was able to report on the
whereabouts of four enemy tanks, which were
subsequently destroyed. Prince was awarded the
Military Medal for exceptional bravery. A Hollywooq
movie was later made based on this exploit.
Prince won a total of eight medals for bravery,
including a Silver Star from the United States.
Prince once said, “All my life | had wanted to do
something to help my people recover their good

name. | wanted to show that they were as good
as any white man”

'(‘anadians in Profile

The Merchant Marine
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Although their contribution is much less wel|

i known than the contributions of military personnel,

ond World War,
merchant marine,

Nt navy carried Canada’s
tries of the world, |

the merchant
re the majn

VY participated jn all
Ut its most important

contribution was the Battle of the Atlantic, which
lasted throughout the war.

During the war, Canada’s merchant marine fleet
8rew from 38 to 403 deep-sea merchant ships. By
;'r\:ag.:e end,llt Wwas the fourth-largest merchant fleet
b r\;vgrrI: Over the course of the war, the mer-
bl Ll iafill'l:iedZS 000 voyages, during which

ied (inc!uding 8 women).
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