Assignment #2   April 13-17
Terrorism

Read through the following, answer the 5 opinion questions, and watch the two video links.

After completing this exercise, open the Power Point on Isis, read and view the links.   

TERRORISM

The word “terrorism” comes from the Latin word for fear, and fear is a terrorist’s primary weapon. 

Terrorist strikes are unexpected and violent, and often seem to be the random work of lunatics. But the fact is that all attacks are carefully planned.

Terrorist groups are well-organized and have long-range objectives that they hope to reach through violence. 

Television coverage of these causes brought new exposure for terrorism. Television is a far more powerful tool for terrorists than guns or bombs. It provides an immediate, often worldwide audience for their acts. Terrorist events are sometimes planned for prime time TV. Foreign demonstrators carry signs printed in English for the American viewing audience.

In any terrorist incident, there are three different perspectives to be considered:

· 
Terrorists see themselves as legitimate soldiers in a war of purpose. They do not think that what they are doing is wrong.

· 
The target government considers that all acts of violence committed by its political opponents are terrorism.

· 
The reaction of the general public is rarely neutral. Since this is the group most terrorists want to influence, they often spend large amounts of money on public relations, trying to create a “Robin Hood” image.

There are at least 800 known terrorist groups active in the world, with over 100 in the United States alone.

Psychological Profiles of Terrorists:

Although 52 % of American terrorists and hostage takers are mentally disturbed, they usually appear to be quite normal.

· 
The leaders are often political extremists. They are usually from an upper-middle class background, single, urban and well educated.

· 
The disillusioned, mentally ill, sociopath (often recruited from prison), ideologically motivated or mercenary may be among the followers of political extremists.

· 
The fleeing criminal differs from other terrorists in that he is not willing to die. He has no cause but his own survival, and has usually taken hostages to be used as bargaining chips in his escape.

· 
The wronged person wants redress for some injury, real or imagined. He may be satisfied with simply getting attention so he can tell his side of the story. He may also want revenge.

· 
The religious fanatic is usually a failure in life who seeks self-esteem. The leader of a religious cult is almost never directly involved in violence; he simply issues orders.
QUESTIONS:

1. How does television affect terrorism? Should television networks 
restrict their coverage of terrorist incidents? How could this be 
done?

2. Given the long history of terrorism, do you think there is any 
hope of eliminating it? If so how?

3. Do you think terrorists are crazy?

4. Name at least three terrorist forms of violence.

5. Is terrorism ever justified? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=itcQ6gjxjTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weW0rMszsaQ
