Social Studies 10

Rome

The following is a combination of notes and questions taking us through the early establishing of Rome to the end of the Punic Wars. Note the position of Carthage on the maps on pages 197, 199 and 205. They were a powerful rival to Rome in the early years of its history.

Rome is referred to as a “Republic’ in the earlier part of its history. Later it becomes an “Empire” as its power and influence grows. It will eventually swallow up the old Greek Empire and spread North into Europe. 
Rome  
Questions pages 196 - 198

1. There is a map of Italy on page 197. Note the position of the different cities, mountain ranges and rivers

2. What is the shape of the Italian peninsula?

3. What was harder to find in this area than in Greece?

4. What was “lively” up and down the coast of the peninsula?

5. What other areas could Rome easily reach by sea?

6. What are the names of the two mountain ranges? What did one range provide?

7. What are the names of the three main rivers?

Rome – Background (pgs 198 – 199)

· About 1200 BCE, Indo-European settlers who spoke Latin began arriving on the Italian peninsula

· Near the Tiber River a number of villages sprung up and grew into the town of Rome (about 800 BCE)

· Two other influential groups occupied the Italian peninsula: Greeks and Etruscans

· Greek settlers had built towns in southern Italy and on the Island of Sicily during the period of the Greek colonization. The towns and Greek culture flourished
· The Etruscans occupied the plain just north of Rome called Etruria. They had established a number of city-states ruled by Kings

· The Etruscans, who had compulsory military service and an experienced military, expanded their territory by overpowering Rome

· The Etruscans ruled for almost 100 years until they were finally overthrown by the Romans

· The Romans had learned much from the Etruscans including how to make arches, aqueducts, drainage systems, etc.

· As well, the Romans had accepted the principle of compulsory military service

Rise and Decline of the Roman Republic 

· A form of government called a republic was formed in Rome (elected representatives and no king)

· At first only the patricians (members of noble families) could hold office. The plebians, the common people, could not

· The republic lasted for a period of almost 500 years in which Rome became a leading power in the Mediterranean

· If an enemy seriously threatened the security of the republic, the government increased the number of legions. Sometimes that meant recruiting slaves into the ranks

· Following each conquest, Rome made allies of its defeated enemies by adopting a policy of just treatment and leniency

· They permitted the conquered allies to keep their own customs, government, part of the land, etc.

· These reasonable measures won Rome the loyalty of the people on the Italian peninsula

Rome – Conquest of Italy (pgs 202 – 204)

· The Romans were fortunate that their region of the Italian peninsula had rich agricultural land, but they spent most of their early history defending it against attacks from envious neighbors

· In 390 BCE the Gauls from north of Po River crossed the Alps and sacked Rome, but the Romans fought back and succeeded in pushing them out 

· After conquering Etruria, the Romans came face to face with the Greeks of Southern Italy. Tarentum, a leading city, was on the outbreak of war; she appealed to Pyrrhus, king of Epirus of north-west Greece

· Pyrrhus sent an army of 25,000 men and 20 elephants but his victory was so expensive that the term “Pyrrhic Victory” has been coined in which the victor’s losses are very high

· Soon Pyrrhus returned to Greece. Then Rome took over becoming mistress of the Italian peninsula south of the Po River

Rome: 1st Punic War – pages 204 – 208

Questions

1. Describe the Phoenician City of Carthage.

2. For what two reasons did Rome desire Carthage?

3. When was the first Punic War?

4. How did it start? How long did it last?

5. What was Rome’s weakness?

6. What did Rome do to improve their chances of winning?

7. Who finally claimed victory? To what did the defeated side agree? 

Rome: 2nd Punic War – pages 204 – 208

Questions

1. When was it?

2. Of what was Rome suspicious?
3. Who was Hannibal?
4. What did he refuse to do?
5. Who was his father? To what did he make Hannibal swear/vow?
6. What did Hannibal do that surprised the Romans? How did he transport equipment?
7. What happened to Hannibal’s army as a result of crossing the Alps?
8. What happened at the Trebia River and Lake Traseme?
9. To whom did Rome turn? What was his strategy?
10. What happened in 216 BCE?
11. How did Hannibal win the battle at Cannae? What was the reaction?
12. Who did Hannibal wait for before attacking Rome? Why?
13. What message did Rome intercept?
14. What happened to Hasdrubal?
15. What happened at Zama?
16. To what did Carthage request and agree? What happened to Hannibal?
Rome - The Third Punic War
The Third Punic War
· The word “Punic” is derived from Punicus which is the Latin word for Phoenician
· This war occurred from 149 BCE to 146 BCE
· Carthage violated a peace treaty with Rome by building up its military strength
· Rome was furious and completely destroyed the city of Carthage
· Any Carthaginians not killed were sold into slavery
· North Africa became a province of Rome
· Rome expanded throughout the eastern Mediterranean with territorial gains in Greece, Egypt, and Asia Minor
· The Roman Empire grew to include Macedonia, Gaul (on both sides of the Alps), Cilicia, Bythnia, Pontus, Syria, Cyrene and Crete.
