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E DECLINE AND FALL
THE EMPIRE

sound footing as princeps

* after Augustus a number of wa?k
and unpopular emperors rule

Gracchus attempts to reform the system
distribution (133 BCE)

Gracchus attempts to reduce the power of

obility in Rome (123 BCE) < after the death of Nero, the army

takes part in the selection of
emperors

1 larius reforms the Roman army to make the
public more secure

* the “Five Good Emperors” create a
period of stability (36 CE~180 CE),
the high point in imperial Rome

us Sulla uses the army to seize power in
2 BCE)

Pompey, and Crassus form a triumvirate

« the emperor Trajan expands the.
empire to its greatest extent

esar becomes dictator of the republic (43 BCE)

esar is assassinated in the Roman Senate (44

+ Octavian defeats Antony at the battle of Actium
(31 BCE) and becomes the emperor Augustus

« enemies of Rome in the north and the

o Jesus Christ begins his teachings
and is crucified for being portrayed
as King of the Jews (30 CE)

s final years of the republic and early years of the
“empire are the golden age of Latin literature;
notable writers include the poet Catullus

(84 BCE-54 BCE), the orator Cicero (106 BCE-43
BCE), the historian Livy (59 BCE-17 BCE), and the
poet Virgil (70 BCE-19 BCE)

« Christians are blamed for the great
fire in Rome that many believe
was started by the emperor Nero

~ * Roman sculptors adopt a realistic style, breaking (64 CE)

away from the idealistic Greek classical style

"« the Julian calendar is introduced (45 BCE)

east begin to threaten the Roman fron-
tier in the second century CE

« Diocletian decides to split the Roman
empire into eastern and western
sections (293 CE)

« Constantine becomes the sole emperor
of the empire, and builds a new capi-
tal at Constantinople (324 CE-330 CE)

« the Vandals sack Rome, causing exten-
sive damage (455 CE)

o Odoacer, a barbarian general, deposes

the last Roman emperor in the west
and proclaims himself king (476 CE)

« despite persecution, Christianity
spreads throughout the empire

« Christianity becomes the official reli-
gion of Rome (395 CE)

- -

« costs of maintaining the empire

o the Colosseum is constructed
(75 c&-80 CE)

« the Romans construct thousands of
kilometres of roads 10 link the

« the Romans perfect the technology to build aque-
ducts to transport water to towns and cities
throughout their territory

o the famous road known as the Appian Way, extend-

ing over 200 km, is completed (312 BCE) empire

become a burden

« Diocletian increases taxes 10 raise
more revenue but these stifl
nesses

« inflation is high
e empire depends heavily on slave
labour

« little new technological





image8.jpeg
THE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD

Figure 8-5 By the end of the Etruscan period, the fied their views of government. The way had
Etruscans wining Romans had also accepted the principle of been paved for the birth of the Roman

and dining—a compulsory military service and had solidi-  republic.
Ppiclure from a tomb

painting near
Tarquinia REFLECT AND ANALYZE
1. Why did the city of Rome develop where it did? What natural advantages did this
- location have?

2. What groups of people occupied the Italian peninsula and surrounding islands in
500 BCE? Which group had the greatest influence on the early development of
Rome? Why?

3. The Phoenicians were a major trading power in the Mediterranean. What role do

you speculate they might have played as Rome began to expand its influence in
the region?

THE ROMAN REPUBLIC
Following the overthrow of Tarquin the
Proud, the Romans were determined never

again to be ruled by oppressive kings. Ac
cordingly, they chose a form of government
called a republic. 1n a republic, the citi

e
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zens elect representatives to run the govern-
ment. In the early republic, however, only
patricians—members of noble fam-
ilies—could hold office. The Roman repub-
lic lasted for almost 500 years, a period
marked by external pressures, social and
political changes, and the expansion of Ro-
man power and influence. During the repub-
lic, Rome became the leading power in the
Mediterranean.

The Romans were fortunate that their
region of the Italian peninsula had rich agri-
cultural land, but they spent much of their
early history defending it against attacks
from envious neighbours. The Volscians, the
Samnites, and the Sabines, as well as the
other Etruscan city-states in the south, all
mounted attacks against Rome. In 390 BCE,
the Gauls from north of the Po River crossed
the Alps and sacked Rome, but the Romans
fought back and succeeded in pushing the
Gauls out. Ultimately, the Romans decided to
take the offensive. They soon discovered that
several other small states in the peninsula
were willing to help them fight their aggres-
sive neighbours.

As the Romans changed their ideas
about defence, they significantly modified
their military organization. Because the
population had increased, they no longer
needed to recruit all adult males whenever
the city was threatened. Instead, they insti-
tuted a program of selective conscription
among landowners. All citizens who owned
land—farmers and nobles—had to undergo
training and serve in the army. The Romans
also introduced a system of pay (although
quite low) for poorer citizens. This salary was
important because soldiers had to feed,

ROME: REPUBLIC TO EMPIRI

clothe, and arm themselves while fighting
far from home in long military campaigns.

The Romans organized their troops into
legions of 4000 to 5000 men each, In-
itially, they established four legions, each
subdivided into smaller units called cohorts
or companies, When a Roman company went
into battle, it was arranged in three separate
lines. In front were the asti or young men,
as yet unproven in battle, equipped with
javelins and spears. In the second line were
the principes or older men, carrying superior
weapons and cylindrical shields. In the third
line were the /riarii, or veterans, who had
previously proven their courage. The small
companies could separate and manoeuvre
quickly to attack the enemy from all sides,

If an enemy seriously threatened the
security of the republic, the government
increased the number of legions. Under the
most serious circumstances, they sometimes
recruited slaves into the ranks. But this rapid
military expansion had drawbacks. Notably,
because the newest recruits tended to be ill-
trained, the Romans often suffered high
casualty rates.

Early in the fifth century BCE, Rome
established a League of Italian Nations and
began to fight for control of the Italian
peninsula. First, it annexed the southern part
of Etruria. Then it conquered the central
region and the Greek settlements of southern
Italy. By 265 BCE, Rome controlled all of
Italy.

Following each conquest, Rome made
allies of its defeated enemies by adopting a
policy of just treatment and leniency. Unlike
other conquerors, such as the Egyptians and
Persians, the Romans took only a portio
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the conquered lands and allowed the
conquered people to keep the rest. They also
permitted the people to keep their own
customs, local government, and laws, al-
though the defeated regions had to acknowl-

THE PUNIC WARS
The Roman republic’s first territorial interest
outside of Italy was in Africa. The target was
the Phoenician city of Carthage, a great
naval power with outposts on the Med-
iterranean islands of Sicily and Sardinia,
Rome desired Carthage for two reasons, First,
Carthage controlled much of Sicily, an island
rich in wheat that could provide the republic
with a valuable source of grain. Second, the
navy of Carthage posed a threat to the west-
ern coastal plains of Italy, and hindered
trade along the west coast of the peninsula,
Rivalry and suspicion eventually led to three

lengthy conflicts called the Punic Wars,

named after punicus, the atin word for

Phoenician,

The First Punic War (264 peg—24] BCE)
erupted when Rome violated a treaty with
Carthage and invaded Sicily. The war contin-
ued sporadically for almost 23 years until
Rome finally claimed victory. The Roman
army fought effectively and valiantly op
land, but Rome's naval forces fared badly

edge Roman leadership. Rome did not take
slaves, and gave some people limited citizen-
ship rights. These reasonable measures won
Rome the loyalty of the people on the Italian
peninsula.

during the early years against the powerful
Carthaginian fleets. To improve their
chances, the Romans redesigned their flec!
50 that the ships could hook onto the side of
enemy boats and the troops could fight or
the enemy’s deck.

Although storms destroyed two Roma
fleets during the war, wealthy Romans raisc(
money to build another 200 ships. This fleet
defeated Carthage off the western tip of Sicil
in 241 BCE. At the end of the war, the
Carthaginians agreed 1o pay Rome 330!
talents of silver and to surrender Sicily, where
Rome founded is first province.

The Second Punic War (218 BCE—202
BCE) proved a far more serious threat 1
Rome. Once again, the Romans becam
suspicious of Carthage’s growing influenc
in the western Mediterranean. The Cartl
aginian general in the First Punic Wa
Hamilcar Barca, had conquered parts
Spain. Hannibal, his son and commander (
the armies in Spain, pressed even farth
north on the Spanish coast, capturing one
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the few remaining independent citjes in 219
BCE. When Rome demanded that Hannibal
surrender the city, he refused

According to legend, Hamilcar had made
the young Hannibal swear on 2 sacred altar
that he would remain an enemy of Rome for
life. Hannibal acted on his pledge and took
the offensive against Rome. launching a
sudden invasion of the Italian peninsula

from the north. This move was comple
unexpected—the Romans considered the

towering Alps to be a natural defence harrier,

However, Hannibal organized a force of
40 000 infantry and 8000 cavalry, and de-
cided to use 60 elephants to transport the
necessary military equipment through the
mountain passes

It was a perilous strategy, but Hannibal
must have felt that the ady antages of surprise

would outweigh the dangers of the jourr

After 15 days he descended into the Po valley
During the crossing of the Alps he had lost
half his infantry, 2000 cavalry, and 40
elephants,

Nevertheless, Hannibal had astounding
success against the Romans. Undaunted by
his losses, he defeated the Roman troops at
the Trebia River, opening the route to central
Italy. To stop the advancing Carthaginian
army, the Romans marched north, In 217
BCE, the two armies met on the shores of
Lake Trasimene, and again Hannibal wop
the battle,

With Hannibal approaching the city of
Rome, the Romans turned to 2 military
leader named Fabius, Fabius planned to trust
the city's fortifications and wear Hannibal
down by waiting him out, He believed that
Hannibal lacked the equipment for a

ROME: REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE

Flgure 8-6
Hannibal

prolonged siege and that 4 delay in the battle
would seriously reduce the Carthaginian
food supply,

Figure 8-7
Hannibal in llaly

HISPANIA

ent of Carthag
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In the end, however, Fabius's methods
were 100 slow for many impatient Romans,
who were anxious to rid the peninsula of
Hannibal and his army. In 216 BCE, 2 Roman
army marched against Hannibal at Cannae
and fell vietim once again to the strategic
genius of the Carthaginian leader. Although
Rome had a larger infantry, Hannibal had a
stronger cavalry and a plan to take advan-
tage of this strength.

The general of Carthage positioned his
infantry in a crescent-shaped formation that
bulged out in the centre towards the
Romans, On the wings, he placed his cavalry,
As the Romans drove forward; they pushed
Hannibal's infantry back in the centre, and
thought the victory would be theirs. But the
Carthaginian cavalry routed the Roman
wings, swept in behind the Roman legions,
and surrounded the troops in a vice-like grip.
The defeat devastated Rome, More than
5 000 men were killed, and as word of
Carthage’s victory spread, many southern
Italian towns, fearful for their future, surren-
dered to Hannibal,

Before launching an attack on Rome
itself, Hannibal marched south for food and
supplies. In this critical interval, the Romans
were able to regroup and recover from their
losses. When Hannibal began to prepare for
the assault, he decided that his army was too
small and that he should wait for reinforce-
ments from his brother | lasdrubal,

In 207 ee, Hasdrubal arrived in Italy
with 30 000 men, and sent 2 messenger to
inform Hannibal of their approach, The
Romans intercepted the messenger, however,

and when they learned the location of
Hasdrubal’s army, they crushed the rejn-

forcement troops at the Metaurus River,

Finally, after 11 years of war, the Romans

had achieved a major victory. Hasdrubal was
killed in the battle, and the Romans threw
his severed head into Hannibal’s camp as a
sign that the tide was turning.

The Romans also began to win other
battles elsewhere. They conquered Spain and
invaded North Africa. Fearing an attack on
his homeland, Hannibal decided to leave
Italy in order to defend Carthage. In 202 BeE,
just south of the city, his last stand came at
the Battle of Zama.

At Zama, the Carthaginians outnum-
bered the Romans, but the Romans had the
stronger cavalry. Hannibal feigned flight
with part of his cavalry to draw the Roman
horsemen into pursuit. Then the remainder
of his cavalry and his infantry attacked the
Roman foot soldiers. For a time, the strategy
worked, but before Carthage could complete
its rout, the Roman cavalry turned back to
the battle. Zama was the only defeat
Hannibal suffered in his military career.

Carthage asked for peace, surrendefing
its empire and its fleet. I agreed to pay
10 000 talents to Rome in 50 annual instal-
ments as reparations for the war Hannibal
fled into exile and committed suicide.

Although the Carthaginians were forced
into a crippling peace at the end of the
Second Punic War, 4 third confrontation
broke out half 4 century later. The Third
Punic War (149 pop—146 BCE) began when
Carthage violated the peace treaty by build-
ing up its military strength once again.
Furious, Rome decided that the city must be
destroyed. The war ended in the complete
defeat of Carthage. The Romans plundered,

..
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burned, and then ploughed the city under,
sowing the ground with salt so that nothing
would grow. Any people they did not kill, they
sold into slavery. North Africa then became a
province of Rome.

In the century that followed the Punic
Wars, significant changes took place in the
Mediterranean world. Rome became the
unrivalled power in the western Med-
iterranean. Smaller states turned to it for
alliances and for assistance in settling
disputes. Sardinia, Corsica, Hispania (Spain)
Ulterior and Hispania Citerior joined Sicily
as Roman provinces. After becoming
involved in diplomatic activity and fighting
in the east, Rome expanded throughout the
eastern Mediterranean, with territorial gains
in Greece, Egypt, and Asia Minor. One of the
earliest imperial gains following the Punic
Wars was Macedonia which Rome linked

Figure 8-8

The battle of Zama,
2nd Punic War
202 BCE
with the remainder of Greece. In 133 BcE
King Attalus of Pergamum bequeathed his
kingdom to Rome and i 2
gl : it became the Figure 8-9
province of Asia. In 120 BCE Transalpina The provinces of
Gaul (Gaul-across-the-Alps) was added. In Rome circa 50 Bcg
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81 BCE Cisalpina Gaul (Gaul-this-side-of-
the-Alps) became a province. Cilicia was
added in 102 BCE and between 75 BCE and 64

BCE Rome acquired Bythynia and Pontus,
Syria, Cyrene, and Crete.

THE DECLINE OF THE

ROMAN REPUBLIC

Ironically, the imperial success of the repub-
lic coincided with the beginning of its
decline. While outside Rome the territories
expanded, inside Rome the problems grew. A
widening gulf between the wealthy and the
poor led to serious social unrest and a
vicious power struggle. In the republic, the
Roman Senate represented the interests of
the wealthy patrician families. The Assembly
represented the interests of the common
people, or plebeians.

Two leaders challenged the power of the
Roman Senate in attempts to champion the
cause of the landless poor. In 133 BCE, the
tribune Tiberius Gracchus (162 BCE-133
BCE) tried to change the system of land
distribution in Rome. He revived an ancient
law of 367 BCE that limited the amount of
land one family could own or rent. If
enacted, this law would bring thousands of
hectares of land into the public domain and
restore the devastated farming class. To make
the deal more acceptable to large landhold-

ers, Tiberius doubled the minimum limit
and promised payment for any losses.
Although the reform law passed the Assembly,
the Senate decided to withhold the funds that
the land commission needed to carry it out.

Tiberius then took an unprecedented
step and sought elected office for a second
term. Angered by his decision, the land-
owning Senate provoked a riot in the centre
of the city. Tiberius and 300 of his followers
were murdered.

Ten years later, Gaius Gracchus (153
BCE—121 BCE) tried to continue his brother's
efforts to reduce the nobility’s power by taking
the control of the law courts away from the
Senate. He also expressed his concern that the
republic had stopped treating the defeated
regions with leniency. He disapproved of
measures that denied conquered peoples citi-
zenship, that forced them to pay tribute to
Rome, and that condemned some of their citi-
Zens 1o slavery. Instead, he proposed that
Rome extend the rights of citizenship to its
Latin - allies. This plan alarmed many
Romans, who feared having their influence
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overricden by outsiders, noth measures were
Rreeted with the same fesponse as the reforms
OFTbertus ton yoars carlier Rioting broke o
arain, and 3000 of Gatus Gracehus's followers
were Killed: Gaius himself committed suieide

This violent feaction shows how deter
mined the wealthy were 1o protect their priv
tleged position within the republie. The riots
and subsequent doaths of the two Gracehus
brothers launched Rome fnto a period of
political turmoil, For almost & hundred

yeurs—filled with wars plots, assassina

tons, and mass murders—varfous would-be
leaders teied to selze power

Control over the army became the key to
SUCeess. Gatus Marius (155 neE-86 por ), a
Rovernment leader and general reformed the

army of the republic. By removing the

requirement that soldiers must own land to

RONIEY REPUBLIC TO EMping

serve - the army, he opened the door for
farm Tabourers and debtor farmers to enlist,
Mo also made the army a full time profes-
stonal force. Soldiers were supplied with all
thefr weapons and clothing, and were trained
- unitorm manner,

Ihese military reforms helped make the
tepublic more secure, hut they had serious
consequences athome, Romans who signed
up-for-aterm of 16 (later 20) years in the
military expected something in return for
their services, Many of them were landless
poor. They wanted a share (n any military
booty, and a piece of land from the prateful
Rovernment when they retired from the army,
When the government failed o provide these
lund grants, soldiers twrned to thelr generals
for support, transferring thelr loyalty from
the state to thelr commanders, From then on,

PERSPECTIVES oN THE PAsT

I'he Roman Mob

What caused a great gull o grow between rich and poor in
Rome? How did the politicians use “the mob” and keep It
under control? What do you think the government of the
day should have done (o solve this serious social problem?

The Roman wars expanded the republic’s lerritory
throughout the Mediterrancan reglon, but they also
contributed to grave soctal problems within the capital
fsell: The new supply of grain from conquered reglons
created a surplus on the home market and forced the
price down. Small farmers received so lule for thelr
crops that many went into debt and had to sell their lunds,
While the farmers grew poorer, pateiclans and
merchants grew richer on booty from the wars and
profits made in trade. Mun,\. used thelr new-found
wealth to buy up the small farms of the (ll‘l)l-l‘l(ld(‘lll
farmers and create vast estates called latifundia. Some

———-___ @@=

J F m

landless farmers became tenants on these large proper-
thes but they had to compete with he thousands of war
prisoners that Rome Imported annually, These slaves
hecame the empire’s new source of cheap labour,

The landless poor drifted (o Rome in search of some
relief from their plight, Thefr numbers grew each year
and they became a restless group, frustrated by their
desperate condition and cager to listen to anyone who
offered any hope, In the crowded slum tenements where
they lived, in poorly constructed huildings that can hest pe
described as fireteaps, disease was aconstant concern,

Politicians attempted 1o keep this “mol under
control and to win the people’s suppor by offering
them “bread and circuses,” Some political candidates
hought grain and distributed it 1o the poor at low
prices, Others sponsored free entertainment such as
chariol races and gladiatorial games,
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anyone who wanted to control Rome needed
the support of the army.

A number of men seeking the leadership
of the republic plunged Rome into turmoil.
Often their drive for power was so great that
they would use any means to achieve their
goals. Most followed the same plan of attack.
They gained command of a professional
army, used it in an imperial cause to gain
booty for themselves and their soldiers, and
therefore won the army’s undying loyalty.
They then used the army to march into Rome
and seize power.

Lucius Cornellius Sulla (138 BCE-78
BCE) was the first politician and general to
use his army to take over Rome. Sulla was a
rival of Gaius Marius. While Sulla was away
fighting in Asia Minor, Gaius Marius killed
many of Sulla’s supporters and gained control

of Rome. When Sulla returned to Rome at the
head of his army in 82 BCE, he seized the city,
executed his rival’s supporters, and set
himself up as a dictator. By Roman law, in an
emergency, a dictator could hold office only
for six months. But Sulla refused to accept
this limit and ruled for several years.
When Sulla stepped down in 79 BcE, 2
new group of generals began fighting for
control of Rome. The most illustrious was
Julius Caesar (103 BCE—44 BCE). Caesar led his
army to glory, conquering Gaul and raiding
Britain. His military success made him a hero,
and he used the opportunity to seize power. At
first, in 60 BCE, Caesar ruled with two other
successful and amibitious generals, Pompey
and Crassus. Together, they completely disre-
garded the principles of the republic and
formed a powerful triumvirate, or rule of
three men. The triumvirate broke up when

Crassus died in battle in 53 BCE. In the mean-
time, Pompey had become increasingly
concerned with Caesar’s growing popularity
and had allied himself with the Roman
Senate. In 49 BCE, with Pompey’s support, the
Senate ordered Caesar to disband his army. For

a general, disbanding the army was tanta-
mount to suicide—and Caesar refused.

Instead, he marched his soldiers towards
Rome from Gaul but paused at the Rubicon
River, the recognized southern boundary. A
general could not legally cross the river with-
out the permission of Rome. To cross without
permission was treason and could lead to a
civil war, but Caesar took the chance. He
crossed, not knowing whether he would be
treated as a hero or a traitor.

To Caesar’s good fortune, the people in
Rome welcomed him as a hero, After taking
charge of the Senate, he became dictator of
the republic and instituted many reforms
designed both to strengther Rome and to
protect his own power. He gave people in
provinces outside Italy the right to become
citizens, ensuring their loyalty to Rome. He
expanded the republic’s holdings by establish-
ing colonies in North Africa, France, Greece,
and Spain, and sent unemployed Romans to
settle in these areas. To secure the allegiance
of the soldiers as well, he increased their pay.

Eventually, Caesar had himself ap-
pointed dictator for life. In public, he wore a
purple gown and a laurel wreath, symbols of
kingship in Rome. When conducting state
business, he sat in 2 gilded chair and seldom
bothered to stand when speaking to members
of the Senate. Was he a megalomaniac—so
full of his own sense of importance and so
ambitious that he would £0 to any length to
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gecure his power? Some (e Rome hegan (o
think wo.

Many members of the Sennte fonred
Grene's power and belleved that he might
declure himsel! King of Rome. This foar lod
10-0 consplracy, led by Bratus and Gasslu, to
murder Caesar and wave the republie, Ay
Julbug Gaesar entered the Senate on March
15, 44 ne—the fateful Ides of Mureh-—he
Wit stabbed o death by the consplrators,

Following, the murder, the asassing (el
Into disareay. Gaesar's leading supporters,
Mark Antony and Octavian, Gaesar's nepliew,
pathered forees to avenge the murder, With
thelr combined troops, they executed more
than 2000 enembes In Rome and defeated the
army of Brutus and Gasstus at Philippl in
Greece In 42 vo, Both Brutus and Cassius
committed sulelde followlng the defeat,

Octavian and Antony then declded 1o
divide the Roman world, with each of them
puling @ reglon, But Octavian recognized that
this plan was only temporiry=—eventually
there would be more confliet, He therefore
began to prepare for battle while Antony, In
ligypt, was preoceupled by the Ptolemy queen,

Gleopatra, When the two leaders finally
confronted each other at Actium In 41 BoE,
the naval forces of Octavian defeated Antony
and his army, Octavian became the first

emperor of Rome, assuming complete power,
He was glven the ttle Awgustus, which meant
the “highest one.” Although the Romans did

not know [t at the thme, his rule marked the

end of the 500-year-old republie
beglnning of the Roman emplre

and the

REFLECT AND ANALYZE

pecessary? Why did hoth efforts fafl?

day of his assassination,

1, Both Tiberius Gracehus and Gatus Gracehus attempted to Introduce political reform
In Rome during the second century nep, Why did they belleve these reforms were

2. u) Identify the factors that conteibuted 1o the decline of the Roman republic,
) Which factor do you belfeve was the most stgnificant? Support your view,

4, Imagine you are a citizen of Rome durlng the perfod of Jullus Cacsar's power, Write
wo letters to a frlend expressing your views of Gaesar—one dated on the day
Gaesar crossed the Rubleon River and marehed into Rome, and the other on the

Plgtire 810
The assassination of
Jullug Cawar
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The Emperor
Augustus in batlle
dress
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THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND

THE PAX ROMANA

During his 45 years in power, Augustus
(ruled 31 BCE—14 CE) never forgot the valu-
able lesson he learned from the fate of
Caesar. Although he assumed supreme
authority, Augustus always carefully avoided
the appearance of grasping too much power,
He accepted public offices and titles granted
to him by the Senate, but did not flaunt his
authority. To the people, the old laws and
institutions of the republic seemed to remain
in place. Though he ruled with absolute
power, he preferred to be called princeps or
first citizen rather than €mperor.

During his reign, Augustus placed the
Roman empire on a sound footing by intro-
ducing a number of key political and social
reforms. He also established a sense of peace
and security that led to a blossoming of
Roman art and culture.

To protect himself and the empire,
Augustus established a unit called the Prae-
torian Guard. Composed of nine cohorts of
500 men each, it acted essentially as a
bodyguard for the emperor and his family.
Members of the guard were given special
treatment by the emperor, serving only 16
years and receiving three times the pay of a
regular legionary. To avoid any impression

of military dictatorship, he stationed the
Praetorian Guard at various depots out-
side of Rome, but the troops were always at
his call.

To administer the large Roman empire,
Augustus decided to share control over the
Dprovinces with the Senate. He established a
system whereby the Senate administered the
settled provinces, but the emperor directed
the newer frontjer territories, where Roman
legions were stationed. In this w
firm control over the army.

Augustus instituted other measures
as well to guarantee the security of the
border areas, He tried to create buffer terri-
tories by allowing the kings in border
regions to keep their thrones—as long as
they maintained peace and prevented any
foreign armies from invading Roman
territory. He continued CGaesar’s policy of
granting citizenship to people in the

provinces. He also ordered 4 complete cen-

SUs or population survey, and introduced a
more uniform t

ay, he kept

4X system to promote equal
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and fale troatment of the provinces, He
ostablshod aelvil service, responsible to
It that governad the provinees justly, He
awaeded posttions tn the etvil serviee on the
Dasds of talent and morft, pather thn class,
wnd pald elvil servants salarles for thelr
work,

Augustus belteved that the strength
of the Roman emplre lay (n the slimple
and teaditional values of the early Roman
ropublic, Therefore, he encouraged devo
tlon o family and religlous dutfes, e
Jovied o spectal tax on childless couples,
for example, and promoted the observince
of religlous festivals fn Romo, He also bullt
and renovated many temples, Augustus
latmed that he had found Rome built of
sun-drfed bricks and left 1t clothed in
marhle

soveral of the emperors who followed
Augustus were his descendants, The Romans
treated many of them with hostility, and two
were notorlous tyrants, Among, the most
notable were Tiherfus, Qallgula, and Nero,
Tiberfus (14 Cr=37 G Wity unpopular be
enuse he tried 1o be economleal and spent
little money on public games. Gallguly (37
=41 o was spiteful and even fnsanc, e
blatantly offended the Senate by hehaviour
Iils favourite lorse named as

such as having
| by o member of

consul, and was assassinile
the Practorian Guard In 41 ci Nero |G
Q=08 (1) was valn, cruel, and revengaful
Wary of any opposition, he ordered the assis
slnation of scores of real or imagined oppo
nents, In 64 c, o disastrous {jre swept

through Rome and many holfeved that (thad

hoon set by Nero himsell

After the death of Nero, the Senate

ROME REPUNLIG TO BEMPTI

and the army began to play @ more active

pole tn seleeting the emperor, even though

thelr fnvolvement sometimes led to wars

Detween Roman armies. Between 96 G and

180 61, duetng the era called the “Five Good
fmperors,” the Romans handled the prob

lem of succession by having each emperor
select 0 younger, capable colleague to train
as 4 “Caesar,” or successor, This period was
the high point fn fmperfal Rome, The
emperors of the perfod=—Nerva, Trajan,
Hadrelan, Antoninus Plus, and Marcus
Aurelius—kept the Senate nformed, con
sulted 1t regularly, and submitted legisla
tlon for 1ty approval,

Tyafan (97 G117 1), the second of the
“Pive Good Emperors,” was chosen by Nerva
10 become his successor. e had served as a
miltary commander n Germany, A Spantard
[y birth, Trajan was the {frst Roman emperor
who wis not of [tallan orlgin,

Teajan was popular with the Senate
Becalise he sent them reports of his cam
tod for thefr ;||x|)|'o\':|| before

palgns and wal
e was popular with the

slgning any {reatles,
gencral public becausg i greatly nereqse

Vlguro 812

Tha limperor Trafan
(97 G117 ¢1) and
mombers of bis court
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Rome’s wealth through military conquest,
and spent large sums on building aqueducts,
temples, and public baths,

Trajan was also popular with the army
because of his extensive and successful mili-
tary campaigns. To weaken hostile neigh-
bouring Germanic  tribes, Trajan led his
armies across the Danube into Dacia (Ro-
mania), conquered the area, and relocated
thousands of residents south of the Danube,
He then moved colonists from eastern
Roman provinces into Dacia. To reduce the
threat posed in the east by the Parthians,
Trajan annexed Armenig and Mesopotamia,
During his reign, the houndaries of the
Roman empire reached thejr greatest territo-
rial extent, The empire stretched from (he

Atlantic Ocean 1o the Caspian Sea, and from
Britain to Egypt.
The efforts of the “Fiye Good Emperors”

resulted in almost a century of stability,

Except for a few disturbances along the

frontier, Europe and most of the Med-

iterranean enjoyed peace. The emperors

kept taxes reasonably low and provided

work. During the Pax Komana or the
“Roman Peace," the civilization developed
and flourished. Traders and merchants
ventured as far as India and China, bring

ing back silks, fine dyes, and spices, From
northern Europe, they brought animal furs,
honey, and amber, which artisans used to
make jewellery, Hundreds of cities were
built throughou the territories, linked by
an-extensive network of paved roads, Latin
became the common language throughout
the empire, later forming the basis for wihat
we know today 4s the
(French, Spanish, It
Romanian),

Romance languages
alian, Portuguese, and
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REFLEGT AND ANALyzE

1. “Unlike Juliys Caesar,

and repelle the Parthian invasions by force,
THE DECLINE AND FALL oF In 241 qg, the Sassanians took gyer the

THE RoMAN EMPIRE tule of Iran gnq Persia from the Parthiaps,
The decline of the great empire of Rome pe- They improveq the political administratiop of
84n in the secon Century CE whep enemies to  he area, and extendeg religious freedom to
the north apq east began Crossing the borers 81oups persecyted by the Romans, The Sass-
and plundering Roman lerritory, The empire’s  apjans also scored small military yictories over
frontier was 50 extensive that even the many  the Romans i €astern provinces such as Syria-
Roman Jegjops could not hojq back an jpy,- Palestine anq Mesopotamjz, Although the
sion that threateneq several differep border Sassanians were Never capable of 4 full-scale
Tegions at one time. invasion of the empire, they were 4 constant
Erom the st the threat o the empire nuisance o the €astern frontier g , time when
came from the Parthians, 4 Iranian people  Rome faced serjoys interna] problems,

who controlled muych of the o] Persian By the time Diocletian (285 ce-305 CE)
empire and haq extended thejr influence wes became Cmperor, many parts of the empire
10 the Euphrates River. Since the Euphrates  yere in reyolt, Diocletian Jeq Campaigns

formed the eastern bound:u‘}' of Roman Syria, 4gainst the Franks
the Romans Were concerne. Trajan trieq o were raiding Roman territorjes across the
Weaken the Parthians by conquering Armej, Rhine, but pe failed to Suppress uprisings jn
and Mesopotamig. The emperor Hadrian (117 Gaul and Britgjy, In 293 cg, Diocletian decided
CE=138 CE) opted (o create buffer g0 to divide the Roman empire along 3 Jine from
between Romap and Parthigp territory, pyled the Danybe River to Dalmagiy, He believed thay
by kings friendly to Rome. Later When the gy, sections an the Presence of two Jeaders
Parthjang dttempted to jnyade Armenig gpq Would make it egsiey 10 control such 4 vast areg,
Mesopotamia, the emperors Marcys Aureljus Diocletian chose to pyle th
(161 ce—180 CE) and Septimjys Severus (193 Provinces and appointed- M
CE=211 GE) took the strongest stands of all,  the Western half of

D

and the Burgundizms, who

€ eastern
aximian to pyle
the empipe, Each co-
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emperor, to be called Augustus, was to rule
for 20 years. Each Was to appoint an assis-
tant, called a Caesar, who would be named as
his successor. The two rulers would issue al]
laws jointly, and enforce them uniformly
throughout the empire.
This new administrative arrangement
had a direct impact on the city of Rome.
Diocletian chose to ryle the eastern provinces
from Nicomedia in Asia Minor and Maximjan
ruled the western part of the empire from
Milan in Italy. Therefore, Rome ceased to be
cither the capital of the empire or the centre
of power. The once influential Roman Senate
was reduced to little more than a city counci].
For the military, on the other hand, the diyj-
sion of the territorjes proved useful. The army
réconquered Britain, suppressed an uprising
in the African provinces, and preseryeq Egypt
and Armenia in the east for the empire,
Despite its advantages, this administra-
tive arrangement broke down when Diocletian

and Maximian resigned as co-emperors in

REFLECT AND ANALYZE

1. Where did the first breaches in the defe
the Romans handle

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of the ad
duced during his ryle,

problems of defending an
the imperig| government

GOVERNMENT

The Romans had cre
administereq one of t}

ated and successfully
sreatest empires jp

e

ministratiye changes that Diocletian intro-

3. Youare g Roman citizep, iy the second o
d adminislen'ng
should take? Support your Views.

305 CE. Instead of a smooth succession, seven
rival Augusti vied for power. Constantine (306
CE=337 CE) defeated his rivals in 2 civil war,
and by 324 CE became the sole emperor of
Rome. In 330 ¢k, he built 2 NeW eastern capi-
tal at the site of the Greek town of Byzantium
atthe entrance to the Black Sea. The town was
renamed Constantinople, and later became
the capital of the great Byzantine empire.
The next emperor, Theodosius (347
CE=395 CE), was the last to rule a united Ro-
man empire. Germanic tribes from the west
and Huns from the east—both called
barbarians by the Romans—were ¢on-
stantly fighting and invading Roman terri-
tory. After Theodosius's death, the €mpire was
4gain divided in tyo parts, each with its gym
ruler. Rome s said to have “fallen” jp 476 CE,
When Odoacer. 2 Germanic
Rome and forceq the western
down. But, 25 We have seen, this Was only the
final blow during the long, slow decline of a
once-mighty empire.

chief, captured

third century

CE, facing the growing
the empire.

What measures do you fee]

How did the Romans
Xtensive empire? In the end,

8overn such ap ¢
Why did the government faj]>
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PERSPECTIVES 0
Ihe Decline and palf of the Rom

an Empire

What caused the decline and fall of the
Historlans have defae
the following viewpolnts, Which factor do you think

played the most significant role In the empire’s
Why?

Viewpolnt 12 Politicy

Tollowlng the relgn of Augustus, Rome
political strife and shaken by frequent disputes over
successlon, Several bloody civil wars broke out, with
one Imperlal army pitted agalnst anothe
onlng s leader of cholce, Generals plotted intrigues
and emperors were assassinated, Corruption ran

rampant. This political upheayal led (o 4 terrible
on Roman resources

The problem worse
Because Trajan was a professional soldier from Spain,
people belleved that the position of CIMPEror was no
longer restricted o those of Ttaljan background. More
candidates therefore came forward, some
places lke Britain, Afrlca, and Syria.

and caused severe social unrest,

C8Enumber of eivil wars, Between 235 ¢ and 284 CE,

The changes that (he cmperor Diocletian introduced
10 the administrative system did litle more than
Increase rivalry and division, and led to the empire’s
eventual decline,

Viewpolnt 2; Bconomics

ventually, the expense of running a vast empire
brought Rome 1o fis knees. As COSIS Increased, tax
levels never seemed to supply the necessary revenue,
Dlocletian taxed the middle class particularly he
He imposed Land taxes, property tages, occupation
tixes, and poll taxes, To the frustration of enterprising
Romuns, the high levels of taxation discouraged innova-
ton and squelched new businesses, When tenants began

ily.

N THE Pasrt

Roman empire?
d this Issue for centuries, Read

s decline?
was wracked by
T, cach champi-
drain

ned after Trafan became emperor.

from faraway

The second and third centurfes oy sulfered the great-

Roman armles nominated more than 50 different candi-
dates for emperor! Almost all of them met violent ends,

ROME: REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE

10 flee their farms and businesspeople and workers
started 1o abandon their Occupations 1o escape the tax
burden, the government passed measures ordering all
10 remain at their jobs. Further decrees required that
sons follow the same trade as their fathers and there-
fore pay the same laxes—guaranteeing the state its
revenue, The government was also forced 10 take over
many kinds of businesses to keep them running, 21 even
more expense 1o the empire.

The state compounded the revenue problems by
printing more money, thus devaluing the currency.
Severe inflation resulted. Prices shot up and stayed high

until Diocletian succeeded temporarily in stabilizing the
currency.

Another factor in the 8rowing economic crisis was the
Roman empire’s failure 1o develop technologically. Why?
For one reason, the people’s heavy dependence on slave
labour discouraged them from inventing new types of
technology. The nature of Roman education also played
4 part. Instructors focused on teaching rhetorical or
public speaking skills rather than on stimulating the
students’ curiosity and creativity. A third factor was
poverty. Since the people in the frontier regions were
100 poor 1o purchase goods, the Romans felt linle
incentive 1o create new products for a non-existent
market, Subscquenlly, trade declined between the
provinces and with foreign nations,

Viewpoint 3: Defence

The continuing problem of defending the frontier
against foreigners was the most important factor in the
decline and fall of the Roman empire. As the govern-
ment began 10 lose control of (he army, its concern
about external invasion increased.

Citizens of the empire were not as eager (o serve in
the military as they had been during the republic. For a
time, emperors tried to €ncourage recruitment by
promising men in the provinces citizenship if they
enlisted. However, the emperor: Caracalla (211 ce-217

=

P —
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CE) destroyed this incentive when he granted citizenship
10 all freeborn men within the empire. The once proud
Roman army seemed to appeal only to criminals. Out of
necessity, the government hired troops or mercenaries
{0 maintain the numbers.

During the fourth century CE, attacks on the frontiers
intensified. The Huns, a2 Mongolian nomadic people from
Asia, began to invade western Europe, pushing other
invaders out of their path as they pressed forward.
Fighting on horseback, the Huns easily defeated the
Germanic peoples they encountered. First, they displaced
the East Goths, or Ostrogoths, north of the Black Sea.
Then they conquered the West Goths or Visigoths. In 376
CE. the Visigoths petitioned the Romans for permission to
cross the Danube, seeking refuge from the Huns in
Thrace. Rather than face the likelihood that the Visigoths
would occupy the area even without permission, the
Romans granted the request.

Before long, the Visigoths in Thrace complained of
poor treatment by Roman officials. When the emperor

took no action, the Goths took up arms. In 378 CE,
their cavalry defeated the Roman infantry at Adrianople.

The defeat at Adrianople was a significant one for
Rome because the invaders had breached the Roman
frontier. The following century brought many more
defeats, and Germanic tribes flooded into the empire.
In 396 CE, Alaric, prince of the Visigoths, ravaged
Thrace and marched to the walls of Constantinople. In
406 CE, the Vandals, another German tribe, invaded
Spain. Meanwhile, Britain fell to the Angles and the
Saxons, and Gaul was taken by the Franks and the
Alamanni.

In 410 CE, the Visigoths under Alaric sacked Rome,
stealing many objects of value although damaging the
city little. Eventually they settled in Spain, forcing the
Vandals into North Africa where they built a powerful
seafaring kingdom. From here, the Vandals could
disrupt Rome’s grain imports, and restrict communi-
cation between eastern and western sectors of the
empire. In 455 CE, they raided Rome itself, and
caused extensive damage.

AFRICA

Scae

Figure 8-14 The invasions of the Roman Empire in the fourth and fiftb centuries cg

Meanwhile, the Huns contin-
ued their westward migration
under their leader, the feared
Attila. In 451 cE, the Romans
stopped them in Gaul at the
battle of Troyes, and the Huns
turned south into Italy. But
Attila did not attack Rome,
Disease and famine were
ravaging his troops, and he
allowed himself to be dissuaded
by Pope Leo 1.

The Huns, the most dreaded
of invaders, had dealt a severe

blow to the unity and power of
the Roman empire. In 476 CE, a
German chieftain, the Ostrogoth
Odoacer, deposed the last
Roman emperor in (he west and
proclaimed himself king. The
Western Roman empire had
ended.
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GOVERNMENT IN THE REPUBLIC
During the republic, power was distributed
among different individuals and governing
bodies so that no one person could seize
absolute control. The people elected repre-
sentatives to public office although, in the
early years of the republic, candidates came
only from the upper classes. In fact, much of
the republic’s history is the story of the
plebeians (farmers, merchants, labourers,
and artisans) struggling for greater control
over the government.

The early republic included three
distinct governing bodies: the Senate, the
Assembly of Centuries, and the Assembly of
Tribes. The Senate was composed of 300
pairician men who served for life. They were
the heads of the most wealthy and influential
families in Rome, the families that had
helped to drive out the Etruscan kings.

The Senate had extensive powers. It
collected taves, decided where to spend the
money from the treasury, received foreign
ambassadors, and ratified treaties and
alliznces with foreign powers. Each year, the
elected wo comsuls—magistrates
—from its membership. These
Id imperium or complete power
for their term. They appointed new senators,
enacted laws and decrees, supervised the

. the Romans placed definite
checks on the consuls to prevent them from
abusing their power. The two officials had to
seek the advice and approval of the Senate on
all matters, and the Senate 2dministered all
Izws and decrees. While each consul could

ROME: REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE

issue an edict, the other had the power to
veto it. During times of peace, they alter-
nated in office each month. During times of
war, they alternated each day. Each consul
could be elected for only one term, but when
his term was completed, he remained a sena-
tor for life.

During the republic, the Romans disre-
garded this model only during a crisis. At
such times, the Senate and the consuls could
appoint a dictator, who would exercise
absolute power for a period of six months.
During a crisis, they believed, it was unwise
to alternate leaders. After six months,
however, the dictator was required to step
down.

The Assembly of Centuries represented
the concerns of the army. The assembly
included groups of voters called centuries,
based on social class and wealth. The orga-
nization operated on the principle that a citi-
zen’s voting power should correspond to his
worth as a soldier. Those who could afford
armour and a horse, and could serve in the
cavalry, should have more say in the assem-
bly than those in the infantry. Accordingly,
the centuries varied in size. A century of the
wealthy might include 200 citizens while a
century of the poor might include 20 000.
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Since each century had only one vote, the
wealthiest men and those of highest rank
controlled the decision-making process. The
mass of the population, the plebeians, had
little influence in the Assembly of Centuries.
A second assembly, the Assembly of
Tribes, was organized by tribe or curia. This
assembly. composed mainly of plebeians,
represented the 35 tribes to which Roman
citizens belonged. Each curia was polled
separately, and then a majority opinion was
determined in a public meeting. The most
important role of this assembly was to vote
on legislation presented to it by the magis-
trates of Rome.

Since each member of a curia had one
vote, this governing body operated somewhat
more democratically than the Assembly of
Centuries. As the population of the tribes
varied considerably, however, tribes with a
smaller number of people had an unfair
advantage. Location also made the represen-
tation unequal. All voting had to take place
in Rome, and the 31 tribes scattered
throughout Italy often found it difficult to
make the journey.

Thus, while the patrician class evercised
considerable political power, the common
people had very little real say in government
and faced both social and political discrimi-

nation. They were not allowed to hold public
office or marry into patrician families, and
the Roman laws—unwritten and subject to
wide interpretation—treated them harshly.
The plebeians had two advantages, however:
sheer numbers and an increasingly impor-
tant presence in the military,

In 494 BCE, plebeian soldiers went on
strike to demand political rights. As the

plebeians had become vital to the armies of
Rome by this time, the Senate granted them
the right to form their own assembly, the
Concilium Plebis. Like the Assembly of
Tribes, it was organized by tribes and had the
power to pass decrees—but only decrees that
were binding on plebeians. In this way, Rome
created one government for the patricians
and one for the plebeians.

To protect the plebeians further, the
Concilium Plebis gained the right to elect
two fribunes (later ten) to speak out for
the people’s interests. In 449 BCE, the pleb-
eians successfully demanded Rome's first
written law code. Although the code still
discriminated against the plebeians, its list-
ing of laws and punishments protected all
citizens from arbitrary arrest.

Over the next 200 years, the plebeians
gradually gained more rights and an even
stronger voice in making laws. In 4435 BCE. the
Canuleian Law was passed, removing the
restriction on intermarriage between patri-
cians and plebeians. In 447 BeE, a fourth
assembly was created, called the Comitia
Tributa Populi. This assembly, which in-
cluded all free citizens of Rome organized by
tribes, was intended to provide a means for de-
termining the will of the people. The Comitia
Tributa Populi did not replace any of the other
assemblies. Instead, all four functioned with
overlapping membership and purpose.

The tribunes helped the plebeians to
improve their political status even further.
They had the strict laws punishing debtors
eased. They obtained veto POWer over any
government action that threatened the rights
of plebeians. In 367 BCE, a new law required
that one of the two consuls be 2

a plebeian
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vontuntly, the plobotang won the tght (o
hold wny publio offieo, Stneo the Sonat was
Opon Lol elttaons who had sorved public
Ottieo, plehotins gatmed the right to moembor
Ship thero ax woll,

Duelng the third contury wee, the people
o fuether gatns o the assomblios, After
ANENGH the Gomitia Telbuta Popull could
Oaet luws on 1y own and the Gonellium
Plobix could pass laws hinding on all Romans,

Yot ovon those roforms did not guarantee
Oty for all eftizons of the Roman repub-
[ AN the epublie grow duelng the wars of
oxpunston, anow class of wealthy plebeians
emerged. These people had made thelr wealth
theough teade and tdustey, Many members of
(his new elass fntormareled with the patel
cluny, and they were Just as eareful to guard
thefr power and monopolize government
altices u the pateletans had been n-the early
yours of the republie

MAGISTRATES OF THE REPUBLIC
The two consuls chosen annually o adminis-
tor the Roman laws were the most important
ollietals or magistrates ol the re-
publie, Initially chosen by the Senate, the
consuls wore later elected by the Assembly of
Gonturtes, Barly tn the history of the republic,
 nwmber of men wore appotnted to adminis-
tor the decisions of the consuls and the
Nonate, and to assist the teibunes eleeted by
the Conetlivum Plebis. These officlals ineluded
Quaastors, pracdony, censors, and aediles.
[he quaestors served as assistants to
the consuly, They oversaw the financial
admindsteation of the republic and fnvesti-
gated cases of murder Originally, the con
suls appointed the four quaestors but, after

ROME: REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE

The Maglsteates
(Executlve Bodies)

The Assemblies
(Leglslative Bodies)

The Senate
Assembl g
\M(I):.l ¢ A‘w‘;}] 2 Consillum
Conturles Trlbes Plebis

447 nek, the Comitia Tributa Populi won
{he right to elect them. This change repre-
sented another concession that the republi-
can government granted the plebeians.
Alter 366 BoE, the Comitia Tributa Populi
clected elght praetors within the republic.
These officials were responsible for the admin-
isteation of Justice, and for relations between
Roman citizens and non-Roman citizens.
When the consuls were absent from Rome, one
of the practors would take charge of the city.
He would substitute for the consuls in the
Senate, and would even assume command of
the army during times of emergency.

A
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(T
R

Comitia
Tributa

Populati

Figure 8-16
The government of

Rome 4
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The government created the office of
censor in 433 BCE. The Assembly of Centuries
elected two censors for a five-year term. The
censors assessed all of the property holdings
and assigned them to the appropriate tribes
and companies. Censors had added power
within the republic because they also en-
forced public morality. They had the author-
ity not only to appoint new senators, but to
expel any senators from office if they consid-
ered them unworthy.

The Comitia Tributa Populi elected the
four aediles to arrange public games and
supervise the grain supply. Two of the aediles
represented plebeian interests and two repre-
sented patrician concerns. These four magis-
trates operated as a committee.

GOVERNMENT IN THE

ROMAN EMPIRE

During the Roman empire, the nature of
government changed considerably. The em-
peror exercised almost total power. Some
emperors, like Octavian, did so with the ap-
proval and goodwill of the Roman citizens,
particularly the goodwill of the Senate, which
remained influential throughout most of the
imperial period. No emperor ruled quite as
successfully as Octavian did. Because of his
distinguished reign, all emperors who fol-
lowed were given the name Augustus in addi-
tion to their own. Later emperors, however,
abused their power and, because there were no
clear laws outlining how a new emperor
should be chosen, bloody struggles for succes-
sion were common.

THE PROVINCES
For administrative purposes, the Roman em-

pire was divided into provinces, each about
the size of a small modern country. Britain,
for example, was one province, Gaul or mod-
ern France was divided into four provinces,
Spain was divided into two, and Portugal was
administered as one.

The highest-ranking official in each of
the provinces was the governor. For the pro-
vinces on the frontier, where the risk of trou-
ble was greatest, the emperor kept direct
control and chose the governors from the Sen-
ate. For the more settled provinces, the Senate
itself assumed control. Being chosen governor
was an honour that brought prestige to the
senator and his family. Rome paid governors
well for their duties, but treated them quite
harshly if they were poor administrators.

The governor's primary responsibility
was to keep watch over his subjects from a
distance. He interfered very little in the
province’s affairs as long as the people paid
taxes and sent recruits to the Roman army. In
the outlying provinces, a procurator managed
the finances and reported directly to the em-
peror. In the established provinces, the gover-
nor’s second-in-command looked after the
dccounts. Retired army officials often helped
the governors to perform their duties,

In general, the Romans decided to treat
the conquered nations the way the Romans
would treat themselyes. They shared the ad-
vantages of the empire with their subjects and
encouraged the people’s allegiance. But they
took precautions as well. While they allowed
each province to govern itself, they still main-
tained a small local army in case the people
rebelled against Rome. They established ex-
cellent communication links between the
provinces and the capital, and kept roads in
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LAW AND JUSTICE

| The Roman laws remained unrecorded until
the plebeians insisted on a written code to

| address the injustices in the system. In 449
BCE, a commission of ten patricians drafted 2
| code of traditional Roman laws, The laws

were written on 12 bronze tablets and set up
in the Forum for all to see, These laws
covered nearly every aspect of Roman life,

including wills, property rights, court cases,
and even the public behaviour of citizens
The code, called the Law of the Twelye
Tables, remained the foundation of Roman
civil and criminal law for a thousand years
The Romans were proud of their legal
system, particularly those aspects that dealt
with private disputes between individuals
They modelled their system of personal law

THROUGH THEIR EVYES

Law of the Twelve Tables

Read the excerpts from the Law of the Twelve Tables,
Whom do these laws seem to fayour? How would you
describe the punishments listed in these excerpts? How
could a public record of these Jaws possibly serve the
common people?

Table 111

When a debtor has been acknowledged, or Judgement
about the matter has been pronounced in court,
thirty days must be the legitimate time of grace, . ..

Unless they make a settlement, debtors shall be held

in bonds for Sixty days. During that time they shall be
brought before the praetor's court in the meeting
Place on three successiye market days, and the third
market day they shall suffer capital punishment or pe
delivered up for sale abroad, across the Tiber.

Table virr

If any person has sung or composed against another
Dberson a song such as yas causing slander or insyly
1o another, he shall po clubbed to death,

If a person has maimed anothey’s limb, let there pe
retaliation in ping unles.

s he makes agreement for
settlement with pip,
Ij; he has broken o bruised q JSreeman'’s bone with
and

his band or club, po Shall undergo Denalty of 300 a5
[bronze coin pieces; ifa slave’s, 150,

on the Greek system. The Greeks had believed

Any person who destroys by burning any building
or heap of corn deposited alongside a house shall be ‘
bound, scourged, and put to death by burning at the |
Stake, provided that he has committed the said |
misdeed with malice aforethought; hut if be shall
have committed it by accident, that is, by negli-
&ence, it is ordained that he repair the damage, or, if ‘
he be too poor to be competent for such punishment,
he shall receive 4 lighter chastisement.

If theft has been done by night, if the owner kil |
the thief, the thief shall be held lawfully killed.

1L is forbidden that 4 thief be killed by day . . .
unless he defend himself with 4 weapon; even though
he has come with 4 weapon, unless he use his
weapon and fight back, Jou shall not kill him, And ‘
even if he resists, Jirst call out.

No person shal Practise usury at q rate more than
one twelfth [probably 8%%]. . .. A usurer is
condemned for q quadruple amount.

<+ d.person who has heen Sound guilty of giving

Jalse witness shall po butled down from the Tarpeian f
Rock. . ..

Table x1

’”’Wm!lrfl'ﬂge shall not take Dlace between plebeians
and patricians,
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that reason governed the universe, and the
Romans incorporated that notion into their
law codes.

When two people had a legal dispute, the
court requested the advice of a panel of
jurists. The panel members were educated
patrician men who were interested in the
study of law. Over several centuries, these
panels refined the system of personal law
more and more,

But the Roman judicial system was not
without problems. One of the more serious
drawbacks to a Roman court was the absence
of a public prosecutor, Without a public pros-
ecutor, the court depended on private citizens
to provide information about crimes. Rarely
did the court bother to investigate the
motives of these witnesses—or informers, as
they were called. In cases that involved the
interests of the emperor, the court asked even

ROME: REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE

fewer questions. Therefore, regardless of an
informer’s honesty, the petitioner or defen-
dant in a case had to accept the jurists’
verdict.

When the emperor Constantine trans-
ferred the capital of the empire to
Constantinople, the new city became the
centre of Roman law. By the time Justinian
became emperor in 527 CE, the legal code
had grown so much that it included thou-
sands of statutes, decrees, and ordinances,
and millions of lines of legal commentary
and case records. Justinian decided to have
this body of law collected, edited, system-
atized, and condensed into a manageable
form. The result was the Corpus Juris Givilis,
or the system of civil law. Roman law later
influenced the legal systems of Scotland,
France, Quebec, Louisiana, and most coun-
tries of South America.
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ROME:
RepUth to Empire

he .empel‘or Augustus has more than 60 legions under arms. Over 30

leglol?s protect the imperial frontier—a sizeable force, since each legion
contains 5000 men. The legionaries are highly trained and disciplined.

They regularly march long distances across rough country, carrying their
weapons and a heavy pack. Each pack contains rations for two weeks, trenching
tools, cooking pots, and the heavy stakes needed to build a camp near the battle
site. A Roman legion always builds a camp before engaging the enemy in battle.
If a legionary disobeys orders, he may be flogged. If an entire company
shows cowardice in battle, one man out of ten may be put to death. Absolute
obedience is expected, and most legionaries are fiercely loyal to their companies.
Armour is kept as light as possible because legionaries fight on foot and
must be quick and mobile. They wear a brass helmet with neck guards and

cheek flaps, and a leather coat strengthened with plates of metal. As weapons,
lin, a short stabbing sword in wooden or leather sheath
a knife in a sheath at their left side. A long shield with
attle, they hurl the javelins at

they carry a long jave
at their right side, and
the edges turned back protects their bodies. In b
the enemy and then move in to attack with their swords.

Their lives are severe and demanding, and their pay is meagre. YeF the
legionary is more than a skilled fighter. He is 2 SUIVEYOL, egginegr, road-builder,
and bridge-maker, ready to execute his skills wherever he is stationed.

territory. [n many Ways, the legions were the
backbone of the empire. Yet, in the end, their
t enough and the empire
reasons why the Roman
empire collapsed have f:\scil?ﬂvleld h‘isto‘ri‘anz
for centuries. Why do great civilizations fall?

What are the signs of stagnation and decline?

The Romans were among the greatest
empire-builders in recorded history. For two
Snturies, the Roman legions helped to
maintain control over the vast empire. They
8uarded the distant borders, helped to build
the extensive network of roads and bridges,
Kept trade routes open, and fought the wars
that allowed the Romans to expand their

support was no
crumbled. The

CHAPTER

Figure 8-1
A Roman legionary
soldier




image2.jpeg
Figure 8-2
The landscape of the
Apennine Mountains

THE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD

THE LAND OF THE
ANCIENT ROMANS

The land of the ancient Romans, the Italian L

peninsula, was about three times as large as
the homeland of the ancient Greeks. Shaptjd
like a boot, the peninsula juts approxi-
mately 960 km out into the Mediterranean
Sea and averages 160 km in width. Despite
3200 km of coastline, good harbours were
harder to find than in Greece. As most were
located on the west coast, Rome was more
westward-oriented than ancient Greece,
which had been oriented more to the east,
In spite of the peninsula’s few good
harbours, trade up and down the coast and
across the Mediterranean was Lively.
Strategically located in the centre of the
Mediterranean region, Romans could reach

the Middle East, Greece, Spain, ang Nor
Africa easily by sea.

Most of the Italian peninsuly i Cithe,
hilly or mountainous, which made OVerlapg
transportation and communieation difficyy
The main mountain chain, the Apennine
runs down the eastern length like 2 backhope
The Alps, the range in the north, helpeq
protect Rome from invasion, although g,
tain passes allowed people to cross infc Europe
In contrast to the high peaks of ¢,
however, the rugged Italian landscape dig 5
prevent the Romans from unifying unde; ,
single ruler and creating a large emp

Fertile land was located in th, nain
areas on the peninsula. The first was ([,c oy at
northern plain, which was enrich the
fertile deposits from the Po River | cient
times, the Apennine ridge, extending from the

West coast to the east before its t ith-
wards, effectively cut off this plain the
test of Italy. Until the time of Julius Caesar
therefore, the area was considered 1
of Gaul. The other main fertile areqs
plains of Latium anq Campania on S
Coast. Both were small areas, but t
Was enriched by phosphate from vc
Which were active until about 1000 p
Population of gp,e Roman empire inc
Ithese fertile lands coylq not supply th
Ing demang fo, grain. Rome was mor
ﬁroductive agricultumlly than Gree
ct)l;(e;n[i:: [f;ejeks, the R011'1111.15 had
pplement their food supp
.T © Mountainous character of the
Peninsy]y 415, rob
The thyee main rj
and the Tjpe, Wh
Matic Se

bed it of many great 1
VTS were the Po, the

ile the Po emptied int
410 the east th,e Arno and Tiber
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flowed into the Tyrrhenian Sea to the west.
The Tiber River was particularly important
because the city of Rome developed on its
banks 24 km upstream from the sea. Rome
¢ame (o control trade on the river and
throughout the Mediterranean. The Romans
built (e port of Ostia at the mouth of the
Tiber 1 accommodate ships too large to
lravel up the river to Rome.

Most of the Italian peninsula enjoys a
Mediterranean climate with rainy winters
and hot, dry summers. The river valley of
the Po, however, has a continental climate
with moderate winter snow, summer rain,
and a wet spring and fall. The weather on
the peninsula suited the production of
wheat, olives, and grapes very well,

Among the resources available to the
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nelent Romans was butlding stone, inelud-
Ing-a workable yellowish lmestone found
around Rome, After the first century BeE, the
Romans used marble from Garrara, although
1 was more difficult 1o work with, They also
mised a voleante dust with water 10 make a
lype of concrete, which became an essentlal

Crplr

Ontrast the

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

ROME AND 15 ETRUSCANS
About 1200 e, Indo-European settlers, wheo
spoke a Language that would later develop
Into- Latin, began arriving in-the faljan
peninsula, They settled iy small, scattered
villages on the centra plains, took up farm-
Ing, and began trading with their neighbours,
Because the Tiber Riyer Interrupted one major
trade route, they constructed 4 bridge, 1o
allow bassage, at a spot where the river
narrowed, Villages SPEANg up near the bridye,
and by Approximately 800 ey (hoge villages
had grown it 4 town on the slopes of (e
Palatine and Capitoline hills, e lown was
Rome,

As the Lating established thelr commun-
ties, two ofher Influential BIOUps occeupied
the Italian peninsula—the Greoks and the

1 the Medi

Beographic feature;

building materfal, Mineral deposits Includeq
copper from the Tuseany coast and fron from
the Istand of Elba, 1he Romans imported 1,
and combined it with copper to make hropze
The heavily wooded Apennine slopes pro
vided the timber needed for butlding ships.

0-you think the physfeal

‘ m_"i' I peninsula with those

Etruscans, Greek settlers had built towns in

southern Ttaly and on the island of Sleily
during the period of Greek colonization
between 750 po g 500 BCE, The towns
Brew Into prosperous clty-states, and Greek
culture n the colonies flourished, Famous
Greeks such as Archimedes un Pythagoras,
who lived in (he Italian colonies, helped to
make these cftjes centres of learning, trade,
and commerce, The Greek presence in the
Italian: peninguly would have a profound
Influence on Roman culture,

The Etruscans oceupled the plain just
north of Rome fn (e reglon called Etruria,
Historians ure notcertain where these people
orlginated, They may have come from Asia
Minor or they iy even have been native 10
the peninguly, By 800 1er, they had estah
lished 4 number of elty-states ruled by kings
(rather like the early Greek city-states), and
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had developed 4 highly sophisticated society,
Wall paintings and rock carvings in their
tombs depict scenes of [ayigh banquets, char-
1ot races, musicians, and even gladiatorial
combals, As they gained power, the Etruscans
eventually expanded their territory to the
north and advanced south towards Rome,
The Roman military organization was
no mateh for the sophisticated Etruscan
armies. Because the Etruscans enforced
compulsory military service and training,
their troops were organized and experienced,
In contrast, the Romans summoned able-
bodied men to defend the city only when
necessary, and required the recruits to supply
their own weapons, The richest Roman citi-
zens served in the cavalry, The poorest, who
could not afford full armour, served as light-
armed troops. In about 600 BGE, the better-
trained Etruscan soldiers overpowered those
of Rome,

The Etruscan family called Tarquin
tuled Rome until 509 BeE, when rivalries
within the family weakened the power of the
king. The last Etruscan ruler was Tarquin the
Proud (534 Bee-509 Bek), an oppressive king
who opposed the wishes of the people and
scorned religion. In a popular uprising, the
Romans overthrew Tarquin the Proud and
declared their independence.

The period of Etruscan control, which
lasted almost 100 years, had a major influ-
ence on the development of Rome, From the
Etruscans, the Romans learned how to use
the arch, how to build huge aqueducts to
transport fresh water, and how to construct

fine harbours, urban drainage systems, and
walled cities. They also learned the skills of
metal-working, and took advantage of the

ROME: REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE
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rich iron ore deposits on the island of Elba, Figure 8-4
Many of the Etruscans’ religious beliefs Peoples in the ltalian
became part of Roman life. The Romans also peninsula circa

adopted the Etruscan alphabet. The Etrus- 500 seg

cans had taken their alphabet from the
Greeks and the Romans changed it to fit
their own Latin language. Later, this alpha-
bet formed the basis of many written lan-
guages, including modern English, French,
[talian, and Spanish.
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ROME: A DEVELOPMENTAL TIMELINE

ROME AND THE ETRUSCANS
1200 BCE-509 BCE

* Indo-European people move into the Italian peninsula
(circa 1200 BCE)

* Rome founded (circa 800 BCE)

* Etruscans establish city-states in Etruria and expand to
take over Rome (800 BCE)

* the Romans drive the Etruscan rulers out and establish
a republic (509 BCE)

* Greeks establish colonies in southern Italy
(750 BCE-500 BCE)

« the First Punic War is fought (264 B0E-241 BCE),
Carthage surrenders and Rome gains control of Sicily

« the Second Punic War is fought (218 BCE-202 BCE);
Romans defeat the Carthaginian general Hannibal and
Carthage surrenders its empire.

o the Third Punic War is fought (149 BCE~146 BCE);
Carthage is crushed and North Africa becomes a
province of Rome

* Rome makes further imperial gains in Greece, Egypt, and
Asia Minor
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o the Romans learn an alphabet from the Etruscans,
which the Etruscans adopted from the Greeks

* Romans adopt aspects of Etruscan religion and culture

* Romans learn how to use the arch and build aqueducts
to transport fresh water

o Etruscans teach the Romans about metal-working

* Law of the Twelve Tables is established (449 BCE)

* plebeians (common people) gradually gain greater repre
sentation in government

o first public combats of gladiators in Rome (264 BCE)

« earliest known paved streets appear in Rome
(circa 170 BCE)





