Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic Age (338 BCE – 27 BCE)
(Pages 148 – 151)

Notes and questions set 1

· The Macedonians lived in the North of the Greek Peninsula

· In the 4th century BCE several kings united the Macedonian people and transformed the state into a great military power

· The most brilliant and ambitious King was Phillip II

· The discovery of gold had provided the wealth Phillip needed to assemble one of the greatest fighting forces the world had ever seen.

· At the battle of Chaeronea Phillip II crushed the independent Greek city states and made them part of the Macedonian realm.

· Phillip was also determined to conquer the whole Persian Empire

1. Phillip’s strength (military) rested on two factors. What were they?

2. Explain how the phalanx worked.

3. Why did Phillip not get to fulfill his ambitions?

4. Phillip’s son, 20 year old Alexander, took over as King. What did he do to consolidate his position?

5. What did the city-state of Thebes do and what was the result?

Notes and questions set 2

· In 334 BCE, Alexander set out to expand his empire. With 50,000 men, he began an 11 year campaign of conquest that took him into Egypt, Persia, Mesopotamia, and as far east as the Indus River in India

· In the first year of his campaign, Alexander won his first victory in Persia and after several battles succeeded in conquering the mighty Persian Empire
· He continued eastward and took a Greek army through the Khyber Pass into India

· The next year at the river Hydaspes, his troops confronted an even larger Indian force.

1. Describe the battle at the river Hydaspes.

2. Alexander wanted to push even further east. What happened?

3. Alexander never made it home. Why?

4. What were some results of Alexander’s conquest?

