Classical Greece “The Golden Age”
480 BCE – 380 BCE (pg. 145)

· The end of the Persian Wars marked the liberation of the Ionian city-states and the dawn of the greatest age in Greek history.

· Athens became a prosperous commercial city and a great cultural center with a democratic government.

· Athens’s leadership of other Greek states grew with the control it wielded over the Delian League.

· The Delian League formed in 478 BCE to provide protection against further attacks from the Persians.

· The League encompassed 150 city-states at its peak. Members had to contribute men plus either ships or money to a common defense fund.

· Many city-states chose to contribute money and Athens used the money to build ships.

· A member could not withdraw from the league without consent of all the other members.

· When Naxos and Thasos tried to break away, they were crushed by Athens and forced to pay a heavy tribute.

· Sparta was the principal city-state in the Peloponnese. It was the only unwalled city in Greece.

· Sparta had a professional army and was a highly militaristic state.

· Sparta had taken no part in the colonization movement. It had remained an agricultural state expanding its power only in the Peloponnese.
· Tensions between Athens and Sparta increased when Athens tried to expand its empire in central Greece, threatening Sparta’s power-base.

· Athens also blocked some cities from trading at Athenian controlled ports.

· States that opposed the oppression and interference of Athens asked Sparta for help. The result was the outbreak of the Peloponnesian War in 431 BCE.

