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CIASSICAL GRE
1he end of the Persian Wars marked the
|iberation of the Tonian city-states and the
dawn of the greatest age in ancient Greek
pistory. The single century from approyi-
mately 480 BCE to 380 BCE saw a phenomenga]
rush of achievements in the ancient Greek
states. Many of these remarkable develop-
ments, although not all, stemmed from
Athens. This golden age—often referred to
as Classical Greece—developed partly
because of contacts with the Egyptians and
Persians that inspired a blossoming in the
arts and sciences. Returning from the east,
Greek travellers and merchants told of great
temples, colourful wall paintings, and huge
stone statues on the Nile. They brought back
techniques for fine metal work, glass-
making, and other crafts, and awakened in
the Greeks a new curiosity about the world
around them. This was a time of great
thinkers, poets, and artists, so impressive in
their accomplishments that some call this
century “the age of the Greek miracle.”
During the golden age of Classical
Greece, Athens became a prosperous com-
mercial city and great cultural centre. It was
the principal polis of Attica, the greatest of
the Tonian Greek cities, and had the most
democratic government of all the city-states.
115 leadership of the other Greek states grew
vith the control it wielded over the Delian
League. The league was formed in 478 BCE t0
Provide protection against any further
altacks from the Persians, and encompassed
150 city-states at its peak. Members had to
tontribute men plus either ships or money to
& common defence fund. Most city-states
those to contribute money, and Athens used

the capital to build ships. According to the

“{10“ of the league, a member could not
withdraw without the consent of all. When
Naxos and Thasos tried to break away, they
were crushed by Athens and forced to pay a
heavy tribute

The other great city-state—and the rival
of Athens—was Sparta. Sparta was the prin-
cipal polis of Laconia in the Peloponnese
and the greatest of the Dorian city-states. It
developed very differently from Athens.
Although it was the only unwalled city in
Greece, Sparta was the first polis to keep a
standing army of professional soldiers, and
became a highly militaristic state. Unlike
democratic Athens, Sparta was ruled by a
small group of powerful aristocrats.

Sparta had taken almost ng part in the
colonization movement between 800 BCE and
550 BCE. It had remained an agricultural
state, leaving commercial ventures to other
cities. Instead, Sparta had chosen to expand
its power and holdings in the Peloponnese.
In the seventh century BCE, after two long
wars, it had conquered the Messenians in the
west. By the middle of the sixth century BCE,
Sparta dominated most of the Peloponnese.

Tensions between the two rival city-states
increased when Athens tried to expand its
empire in central Greece, threatening Sparta’s
power base. Athens also blocked some cities
from trading at Athenian-controlled ports.
States within the Delian League that opposed
this oppression, and that resented Athenian
interference in their affairs, sought an alter-
native. To solve their problems, they asked
Sparta for help. The result was the outbreak
of the great Peloponnesian War in 431 BCE.
The 27-year struggle was costly and bitter.
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HROUGH THEIR Evyes

pericles’ Funeral Oration

Thucydides, the fifth-century BCE Athenian historian
wrote an account of the Peloponnesian War in \\’lliCil he
recalls a speech given by Pericles at the state funeral
held in 430 BCE for the Athenian soldiers killed in the
first year of the war.

What is Pericles trying to achieve with this speech?
what does Pericles value in Athens and seem to find
lacking in Sparta? How effectively do you think the
speech achieves the Athenian leader’s goals?

Figure 6-10
Pericles addressing the Athenians

Our constitution is named a democracy, because it
is in the hands not of the few but of the many. {iut
our laws secure equal justice for all in their private
disputes, and our public opinion welcomes and
bonours talent in every branch of achievement, not
Jor any sectional reason but on grounds of excellence
alone. And as we give free play to all in our public
life, s0 we carry the same spirit into Our daily rela-
tions with one another....

Yet ours is no work-a-day city alone. No other
Dbrovides so many recreations for the spirit——clantests
and sacrifices all the year round, and beauty in our
bublic buildings to cheer the beart and delight the eye
4ay by day. Moreover, the city is so large and powerful

GREECE: LAND OF THE HELLENES

that all the wealth of the world flows in to her, so that
our own Attic products seem no more homelike 10 us
than the fruits of the labours of other nations.

Our military training too is different from our
opponents’. The gates of our city are flung open to the
world. We practice no periodical deportations, nor do
we prevent our visitors from observing or discovering
what an enemy might usefully apply to his own
purposes. For our trust is not in the devices of mater-
ial equipment, but in our own good spirits for battle.

So too with education. They [Sparta] toil from early
boyhood in a laborious pursuit after courage, while
we, free to live and wander as we please, march out
none the less to face the self-same dangers.... Indeed,
if we choose to face danger with an easy mind rather
than after a rigorous training, and to trust rather in
native manliness than in state-made courage, the
advantage lies with us; for we are spared all the weari-
ness of practicing for future hardships, and when we
find ourselves amongst them we are as brave as our
plodding rivals. Here as elsewhere, then, the city sets
an example, which is deserving of admiration.

We are lovers of beauty without extravagance, and
lovers of wisdom without unmanliness. Wealth to us is
not mere material for vainglory but an opportunity for
achievement; and poverty we think is no disgrace to
acknowledge but a real degradation to make no effort
to overcome. Our citizens attend to both public and

private duties, and do not allow absorption in their
own various affairs to interfere with their knowledge of
the city’s. We differ from other states in regarding the
man who holds aloof from public life not as “quiet”
but as useless; we decide or debate, carefully and in
person, all matters of policy, holding, not that words
and deeds go ill together, but that acls are foredoomed
to failure when undertaken undiscussed. For we are
noted for being at once most adventurous in action
and most reflective beforehand. Other men are bold in
ignorance, while reflection will stop their onset, But
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the Greeks to the south. In the fourth century
3cE, however, several kings united the
Macedonian people and transformed the
state into a great military power. The most
brilliant and ambitious king was Philip 11
(859 BCE-336 BCE). The discovery of rich
gold deposits had provided the wealth Philip
needed to assemble one of the greatest fight-
ing forces the world had ever seen.

At the battle of Chaeronea near Thebes
in 338 BCE, Philip II crushed the indepen-
dent Greek city-states, and made them part of
the Macedonian realm. This conquest was
only the first of Philip’s ambitious imperial
plans. He was also determined to conquer the
whole Persian empire.

Philip’s military strength rested on two
factors—his ingenious use of the phalanx
formation as the main unit in his military
machine, and the strong support of a well-
trained cavalry. In the phalanx formation,
densely packed lines of foot soldiers armed
with long lances created a formidable obsta-
cle, even to armed cavalry.

But Philip IT did not have the opportunity
to fulfil his ambitions. In 336 BCE, he was
assassinated by a member of his own body-
guard during his daughter’s wedding cel-
ebration, and his 20-year-old son Alexander
(356 BCE—323 BCE) was proclaimed king.
Alexander had already proven his military
Prowess as leader of the cavalry in the great
Victory over the Greek city-states at Chaeronea.

Once in power, Alexander immediately set
dout consolidating his position. He had
Possible rivals murdered, and launched swift
Campaigns against Greek states to demon-
Strate his military strength. He ruthlessly put
down an attempted revolt by Thebes, and used

the city as an example to discourage other
possible rebels, Under Alexander’s orders, all
of Thebes was destroyed, except for the
temples, 6000 Thebans were executed, and
the rest of the citizens were sold into slavery.
Alexander then set out to complete his
father’s original plans for expanding
the empire. In 334 BCE, he crossed the

_Dardanelles with 50 000 men and began an

11-year campaign of conquest that took his
armies into Egypt, Persia, Mesopotamia, and
as far east as the Indus River in India.

In the first year of this campaign,
Alexander won his first victory in Persia, and
after several battles succeeded in conquering
the mighty Persian empire. In 327 BCE, he
continued eastwards and took a Greek army
of 30 000 through the Khyber Pass into India.
The following year, at the river Hydaspes, his
troops confronted an even larger Indian force
that included a company of 200 elephants.
The elephants virtually immobilized Alexan-
der’s cavalry because the horses were terri-
fied by the strange, huge animals.

The battle at Hydaspes dragged on for
nearly eight hours. Alexander’s forces worked
to lure the flanks of the Indian cavalry away

Figure 6-11

The Macedonian Phalanx.
The phalanx contained
16 rows of heavily armed
Jfoot soldiers, each
equipped with a 4.5 m
long lance. During
battle, lances were
extended forward from
the front ranks. Those in
the back ranks were held
upright to deflect
opposition missiles. Each
soldier’s shield guarded
bis own left side and the
right side of the man
beside him.
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The period that begins with Alexander’s
conquests and ends around 27 BCE is called
the Hellenistic Age. Hellenistic civiliza-
tion was a blend of eastern and western influ-

Alexander's huge empire, stretching
from Greece to India, provided a broad base

for the sprea G alture. Greek and
Macedonian citizens settled in the

craftspeople, and soldiers eagerly ventured
into the new territories, sparking 2
Alexander intended to
make Greek culture and language 2 unifying
force in the empire, but he also respected the
customs and laws of the people he had

GREECE: LAND OF

conquered. Wisely, he won the allegiance of
former Persian officials by maintaining them
to administer over the conquered lands.

Among the great accomplishments of the
Hellenistic Age,

ral in the field of science
and philosophy stand out. Euclid, for exam
ple, systematized geometry, Archimedes
advanced theoretical physi

S€

s, and Aristarchus
formulated the view that the earth moved

around the sun—a view that his contempo-
raries did not accept. The ethical philosophy
of stoicism was also developed in the
Hellenistic Age. According to this philosophy,
humans should be virtuous despite the pain
or consequences, and people should always
obey the laws of nature or Divine Reason,
which ruled the universe and all people.

When Alexander died in 323 BCE, there
was no heir apparent. For 40 years, his
generals fought over the spoils of the empire.
Finally, a pattern of large states emerged,
each ruled by a king descended from one of
Alexander’s men. (One example was the
Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt.) On the Greek
mainland, turmoil again marked the lives of
the citizens. Peace was not restored until
Rome conquered Greece in 27 BCE.

REFLECT AND ANALYZE

1. What advantages allowed Philip I t0 conquer the Greek city-states? s

2. What are the most significant accomplishments associated with the Hellenistic Age?

3. Alexander of Macedon is often referred t0 @S Alexander the Great. Does he deserve
that title? Explain your answer :

4 P i ‘et world came {0 regard Alexander as 2 legendaw fxgurer7 o

L der solved the riddle of the Gordian

larger than life. One story tells of how Alexan

knot, Investigate and report 01 Latoty
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GOVERNMENT
Greece with the

we often associate St
e olitical system

first great democracy, this p
did not come about immediately.

EARLY FORMS OF GOVERNMENT 34
The development of ancient Greek govt”.
ment began in the Dark Ages with the emell;
gence of the polis or city-state. Each Gree
polis developed its own independent form .Of
government and protected its individuality
fiercely. The citizens of the polis generally
included all adult males who were born in
the state and who joined the army during
wartime. Women and children, foreigners,
and slaves had no share in political power.
During this period, there was no nation state
as we understand the term today. Across
Greece, the only unifying forces were reli-

gion, language, and the Olympic Games.
Most early city-states were ruled by a
monarch or a government headed by 2 king,
‘In some city-states, the monarchy was hered-
itary. In others, such as Athens, the king was
peration of the government, A]-

though the people considereq their kin
chief priest, judge, and general, th i
; - » they never
viewed him as a god, The rulers were regarded

as one of the smal| community of people.
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THE AGE OF TYRANTS
Colonization and the.expansion of trade alsy
led to the rise of a middle class of wealthy
merchants and artisans in many of the Greek
city-states. While the new middle class
wanted to expand trade routes, the aristo-
crats wanted instead to expand agricultural
holdings. The feud between the two classes
escalated as the ymerchants demanded
greater influence in government. Since the
lower classes also suffered from oppression
by the aristocrats and had no political rights,
they b.acked the merchants and artisans)
Wlt.h money from trade, the new middle-
?lass citizens could buy land and—more
Enporlamly_arms and armour. Before this
alf?e;i only the wealthy aristocrats could
balor WeaPO'ﬂS, and they therefore held the
boua n}fe of military power. As the middle class
St arms, 3 ey type of Greek warriof
called the hopj;
o Oplite emerged. The hoplite was 4
armou(; €I equipped with bronze bod
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¢c0 BCE, before the Persian Wars, not every
5 y

ler Was a tyrant. Many acquired {lj,
pm!“”” of authority through legitimate

means

When tyrants seized power, they ofiep,
managed to keep it in their family for e of
{hree generations Most tyrants were p00d
administrators who encouraged naval deye|
gpment, promoted trade, and carried oy
pubh‘c works projects. Because they seized
power by force and ‘)l',)('élll.\(‘ a few did govern
hasshly, however, the word “tyrant” is more
commonly associated with its present mean
ing of cruel and unjust ruler.

THE RISE OF DEMOCRACY
IN ATHENS

In some Greek city-states, reformers and
yyrants played a key role in the transition
from an aristocratic form of government to a
democracy, In Athens, four men helped to
bring about this transition: Draco, Solon,
Pisistratus, and Cleisthenes.

When Draco was elected first archon for
the year 621 BCE, Athens was deeply divided
by class. Power was in the hands of the aris-
locrats, who owned the land. Commoners
had no political rights, and Athens had no
witten code of laws to protect them from
atbitrary and unjust rulings by their officials
ind judges. Draco’s main contribution Was
1o codify Athenian laws so that they would
Dply o 4ll citizens. Although his code still
favoureq the interests of wealthy merchants
d aristocrats over the farmers and the poor,
Woffered the common people more protec:
lion and pointed the way to universal Jegal
tights,

Solon, an Athenian of noble birth who

GREECE: LAND OF THE HELLENES

had gained wealth and prestige as a mer-
chant, was first elected archon in 594 BCE. In
Solon’s time, farmers who had borrowed seed

from wealthier landowners when crops were
poor were often sold into slavery if they could
not repay the debt. Concerned for their
plight, Solon cancelled the crippling debts
and freed the farmers who had been forced
into slavery.

Solon also changed the criteria for hold-
ing political office. All wealthy men,
aristocrats or not, were now eligible for
public office. Birth into an aristocratic
family was no longer an essential require-
mcm."[his measure gave the landless a voice
in the citizen assembly. Solon’s other democ-
ratic  reforms included increasing the
number of archons from three to nine. The
six additional archons, the thesmothetai,

were given responsibility for enforcing

1e 6
Figure 6-14

A Greek hoplite

(i D mi‘_
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Tigure 6-15
A statue of Solon
carved in 1898

Athenian law, In addition, Solon set up the
Council of Four Hundred, which drafted
legislation for the citizen assembly to yote
on. The council was composed of 100 ¢t

zens from each of the foyy tr
of Athens,
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Sede{lfﬁje ;he deaill of Pisistratus, his sons
ijp,;rIcL}:us and Hippias ruled Athens with
brutal force. Their harsh, mpopularwhcm
led to the murder of Hipparc_hus in 514 Beg
and the exile of Hippias in 510 BCE. After 5
successful coup d’état in 508 BCE, an ambj-
tious noble named Cleisthenes consolidated
his power and dominated Athenian politics
for six years.

Cleisthenes made significant changes in
the organization of the assembly. Originally,
Athenians had been divided into four tribes
based on clan ties and their location in
Attica. Cleisthenes replaced this ancient
system with a new arrangement based on ten
tribes, each tribe including precincts or
demes from different areas of Attica. This
new division, which ensured that each tribe
contained 3 Cross-section of At
allowed for fairer representati
of people with;
also gave 3|

4 of

henian society,
on of all classes
n the assembly. Cleisthenes
Citizens membership in the
regardless of Whether or not they
nd. The assembly passed laws,
4 Supreme court, and elected ten
0 tun the gpmeq forces.
reduIcZ ?sdiFiop, Cleisthenes continued to
€ influence o 4y, powerful old
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more influence than the other A/?‘ﬂ/b’/{(ﬂ:
Pericles was a major architect of the
Athenian empire, In 454 BCE, he moved the

INNOVATIONS

Athenian Direct Democracy

The following scenario represents a typical meeting of
the Athenian assembly.

Was the Athenian system of government truly democratic?
Was it an efficient system of decision-making? How
does it compare to the system of democracy used in
Canada?

Shortly after dawn, the citizens of Athens gathered at
the Pnyx, an open-air theatre on the sloping hillside.
They were about to participate in a meeting of the
Ecclesia or assembly, the most important government
institution of their city, The crowd consisted entirely of
adult males over the age of 18. Women, foreigners, and
slaves were not allowed to join the gathering and had
10 vote. Although farmers from outlying areas some-
times found attending difficult, all citizens from the city
itself were expected 1o he present and could be fined
for shirking their duty,

The: required quorum of 6000 was in attendance this
morning. A herald called for silence and 4 priest
offereq Prayers to open the meeting. The herald they
asked if any citizen wished 1o speak. Cleon, an Athenigp
tradesperson, asked to he heard and was granted

operations. In

3 an- At
ffice of supreme comnm: skilled foreigners 10 settle in Athen

f the Delian Confe

treasury O

throughout the Mediterranean. He

to the wealth of the city. As @ patron of th

literature, and philosophy.
part of Pericles” success stemmed fron

Athenian society. He gained the support of
the poor by instituting a system of pay for
military service so that they could afford

service to
tant innov
permission. Cleon stood on a raised rock platform and the poores
expressed to the assembly his concern over the state of f
the road leading into the city from the north. More

taxes should be spent on repairing transport routes and
less on supporting public games, he declared.

Some members of the assembly applauded; others
booed or hissed. Cleon put forth 2 motion in support of
his position, and a vote was taken by a show of hands.
Clearly, those who supported the games outnumbered
Cleon and his allies, There was no need for 2 more
accurate or detailed couny,

The assembly then turned to discuss a motion

presented by the Gouncil of iy, i
e Hundred. i
unusual since it was the e

motions for the assempjy,

routine business for the City when the assembly was not

sitting, At thjs meeting, the counci] g1 s
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of the public g&:u;: ;’elzymg field. Since those in favour

g med to be carryj th
Motio; 3 Tying the day, the
sPokeni:’ :ls: sr;e:ed With enthusias Several speakers
motion wag -2 01y 0 i opposition before the
Was put to 4 successful yote,
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popularity by
king out ith great pride on the value of

an citizenship and by restricting the
sote to those whose mother and father had
hoth been born in Athens.

Besides the generals, other officials
played significant roles in the government of
sthens. Treasurers were responsible for the
administration of tribute coming in from the
empire. Market controllers, grain wardens,
and controllers of measures helped to
manage domestic and foreign trade. Public
servants, jurors, members of the council,
military employees, and all magistrates
received 2 small daily payment for their
service to the state. This salary was an impor-
tant innovation because it meant that even
the poorest citizens could take some time
away from their own work to serve in govern-
ment. Only the generals and the treasurers
did not receive a salary.

GOVERNMENT IN SPARTA
The Spartans’ desire to develop a strong mili-
tary state dominated all their other concerns.
The only people who could be Spartan citi-
zns were adult males whose parents were
from citizen families. At any one time, there-
fote, Sparta never had more than 10 000 offi-
dial citizens. The majority of people living in
this city-state were helots——w@
been conquered-by the Spartans and were
forced 1o work as slaves. They had no politi-
@l rights. Perhaps because the Spartans
“onstantly feared a helot revolt, they valued
Otder over [iberty in the structure of their
Diemment,

The government, composed of four sepa-

rate political elements, tried to strike a
balance among monarchy, oligarchy, and

democracy. When we examine the sy
closely, however, we can see that an oli-

garchy—government controlled by a very

few—prevailed. There were two hereditary
kings, one in charge of the military and the
other in charge of government. A Council of
Elders called the Gerousia advised the kings.
The council, which consisted of 28 aristo-
crats over the age of 60, prepared business for
presentation to the Spartan assembly and
acted as a law court for important cases.

The Assembly of Citizens, which in-
cluded all male citizens over the age of 30,
met each month outside the city. The council
would explain and debate legislation before
the assembly, and the citizens would then
vote on the proposals. Unlike the Athenians,
the Spartans voted by shouting. Decisions
depended on whether those voting yes or
those voting no shouted the louder! The
assembly was intended to be a democratic
body but, in reality, it had no voice in policy-
making. Members could not propose policies

Figure 6-18
Government in
Sparta
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(427 BCE-347 BeE) and / 323 um,z,i"
d opinions about government and 80Y nlnlgj i
their writings. Plato, in his book 7he Republic, outlines
ate, Aristotle, in The Politics,
presents his 5 on the purpose of government
and the mos able kind of society.

According to Plato, who should rule the state? How
does Aristotle feel about Plato’s viewpoint? Which of
these two philosophical viewpoints is closer (o your
own? Explain,

his plan for an id.

Suppose the following to be the state of affairs on
board a ship... The captain is larger and stronger
than any of the crew, but a bit deaf and short-sighted,
and doesn't fenow much about navigation, The crew
are all quarrelling with each other about how to navi-
&ale this ship, each thinking he ought to be at the
helm; they know no navigation and cannot say that
anyone ever taught it them, or that they spent any
time studying it; indeed they say it can’t be taught
and are ready to murder anyone who says it can, They
spend all their time milling round the captain and
Irying to get him to give them the wheel. [f one
Jaction is more successful than another, theiy rivals
may kill them and throw them overboard, lay out the
honest captain with drugs or drink, take control of
the ship, help themselves 1o what's on board, anq
behave as if they were on ¢ drunken Pleasure-crujse,
Finally they reserve thejy admiration for the

man who
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The Republic
Plato |

A difficulty arises when we turn to consider what hody
of persons should be sovereign in the polis.... Should
the better sort of men have authority and be sovercign
in all matters? In that case, the rest of the citizens will
necessartly be debarred from honours, since they will
not enjoy the honour of holding civil office. We speak
of offices as honours; and when 4 single set of persons
hold office Dbermanently, the rest of the community
must necessarily he debarred from all honours,
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the few best—.. Thore s ghis 10 be said for the Many.
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REFLECT AND ANALYZE

1. Create a chart illustratir

a) aristocracy
b) merchants
¢) farmers
d) women.

and disadvantages of each system.

: » el the various forms of government in Athens up to and
including the establishment of democracy. Wit

describe the position and power of the following groups

2. What measures did the Athenians take to guard against the abuse of political
power? How effective do you think these measures were?

3. Compare the government of Athens with that of Sparta, and assess the advantages

h each form of government,

LAW AND JUSTICE

When the archons appointed Draco as a
special administrator in 621 BCE, they
him the responsibility of codifying the laws.
That is, his task was to organize a set of laws
and related punishments that would be fairer
to all Athenians. Since only one of Draco’s
laws has survived, questions remain unan-
swered about his work. Did he actually
complete the code? If he did complete it, did
someone try to destroy his work? Did his code
touch upon a broad spectrum of legal areas?

The one surviving law deals with homi-
tide. Draco was determined to end private
feuds and to give the victim’s family a voice
in deciding the outcome of the case.
According to his law, a court had to deter-
Mine whether a murder was accidental or
Intentional. If the verdict was accidental
Murder, the victim's family could grant a
Pardon to the accused. If the victim’s family
i not agree with the court’s decision,

however, the defendant could be banished
from Attica.

Traditionally, historians have suggested
that Draco’s laws were so severe that even
the most trivial offences warranted capital
punishment. Some modern historians now
believe that this interpretation may be inac-
curate. Nevertheless, we have come to asso-
ciate the word draconian with measures
that are extremely severe or oppressive.

Surprisingly, perhaps, Athenians en-
trusted the daily maintenance of law and
order to foreigners. They could not accept the
idea of one Athenian policing another.
Therefore, they enlisted foreign slaves drawn
from Scythian tribesmen from the north who
lived in tents near the Acropolis. These slaves
formed a corps of archers that maintained
public order when necessary.

One of the great innovations in the
Greek justice system related to juries. First of
all, the court was dominated by a panel of
jurors rather than by a judge. But instead of

T UL

AR





image22.jpeg
T i

ITERRANEAN WORLD

accuser and the defendant 4y
given by the accuser an; Lattf
liminary hearing, and were not cro
any prel 13
varied in size from as few as 201 to as m,‘fm i"umnEdv All statements from the sealeq p,
as 1501. Bribery was next to impossible! FhL ere simply read aloud to the court, Both yh,
courtselected the panel from 6000 Athenian  were simply
4 ery year by
ens chosen for jury duty every year AL " ; &
£l Lh}”““ ” ‘, asmall fee for their  in person. If one of them could afford to hjg,
lot. The jurors were paid a sma 4 gifted speech writer, he or she sometimes
trouble. s e o "
e 2 e advantage. Jurors expressed thej
Although all types of cases were tried in ~ had thL! Iaw gm {u i T
the courts, there was no public prosecutor.  approval or disa PP_ & o 4
S i 4 , and groa
Individual citizens had to prosecute others or by shouting, stamping { g ; gi
defend themselves in all cases, even those Even though these jurors ha little
involving theft, murder, and high treason, A knowledge of the law, the Athenians belieyeq
citizen began the process by serving the  they were shrewd judges of character ang
accused with could detect honesty or dishonesty. When the
entire case was presented, the jury deter-
fora  mined the verdict by a vote. E
aring, where a clerk recordeq dropped a musge] shell in one of
”'Z L’”df";c ”!f uvltdfnce, copies of laws, ope Tepresenting guilty and the other ot
and any of ateq o 7 3
putin L]:U\’ETJ HLIL i ocuments were then Suilly. If the accused Wwas found guilty and
4 box and seale o i
: g the penalty wag 10t defined by |
After an interya| b ¢
5 2 held a secop,
front of the jury,
the case,

2 Greek jur
a jury of 12, as we have today, a Greek jury

accuser and the accused addressed the court

asummons in the presence of a
Witness. Then both the accused and the
accuser appeared before 4 magistrate ach juror
preliminary he;

f two jars,

the trial wag held in

aw, the jury
A magistrate presided oyer

d vote to decide the sentence.

ile, and to degth by hemlock
Athenians diq not fayour
€cause they did not haye the
€ople in jai] very long,

u imprisonmen; b
for speakers, Witnesses means to keep ol

lcn’mve, the accuser, the defendant,
515 the jury 5 Will decide the





image1.jpeg
dialect of Greek, moved across to Lesbos and
the adjacent mainland. People of central
Greece and the Peloponnese, the forr

er
Achaeans, escaped to Tonia, or central Asia
Minor, and became known as the Ionians

the achievements of the Mycenaean
civilization in construction, art, monument
building, and writing were lost or forgotten
In their trek south, the invaders wiped out
farming communities, drastically reducing
the food supply. Famine struck, and the
Greek population rapidly declined. One of
the tougher Dorian tribes dominated most of
the southern Peloponnese. From here, in
about 900 BCE, they spread out to seitle
Rhodes, Crete, and other islands in the
Aegean

THE RISE OF THE CITY-STATE AND
THE AGE OF COLONIZATION

Despite the hardships of the Dark Ages,
Greeks gradually developed small, secure,
and independent communities. These com-
munities formed the basis of the Greek city-
state or polis (polis means “community of
pet)ple"'}_ien at its largest, polis rarely
exceeded 20 000 people and was more like
a town than a city, The two major exceptions
were Athens, with its surrounding villages in
Attica that covered about 2500 ki, and
Sparta, which came to control two-fifths of
the Peloponnese.

By the middle of the eighth century BCE,
the population of the Greek world was grow-
ing once again, and putting 2 strain on the
available food supply. The Greeks needed to
find additional land to grow more food, and
needed to resettle some of the people from
the overcrowded city-states. Colonization,

therefore, became essential. Various city-
states launched a search for apoikai ot
“away homes.” Their goal was to create
colonies that would \leem,
Found to the parent city only by trade )

The first Greek colony was established in
about 750 BCE on the Bay of Naples. During
the next century, Greek cities appeared on
almost every fertile coastal plain in Sicily
and southern Italy, and eventually in parts of
northern Africa, Spain, and France, The
greatest of the colonies was Syracuse in
Sicily, the population of which grew to over
100000 people by the fifth century BCE.

A second wave of colonization occurred
about 650 BCE. During this period, the Greeks
founded a chain of cities all around the
Black Sea to give them access to Crimean
wheat, Greek galleys, called friremes, plied
the waters of the Mediterranean as well, in
search of timber.

Important developments marked this
period of colonization in ancient Greece.
Because of the upsurge in trade, metal
currency came into common Use A new
middle class emerged, made up of the people
who made their living through commerce
and industry rather than from the land. The
Greeks learned how to use iron and, from the
Phoenicians, adopted the alphabet that would
be p:;ssa down to us by way of the Romans.
Metics, foreign craftspeople and traders, were
welcome in mainiand city-states, although
they did not enjoy the same rights as the
native population. Some city-states began to
specialize in particular products. Athens, for
example, produced a great deal of pottery.
During this period, as well, the first Olympic
Games were held (776 BCE) and Homer wrote
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persian_king, Darius, was determined 1o

I;unish the Athenians for their role in the
Jonian revolt and to expand his burgeoning
empire. {he battle of Marathon was one of the
most famous in the Persian Wars, Miltiades,
the Athenian general, decided to march his
army out to Marathon and set up camp at the
southern end. He hoped to delay the battle
until Sparta could send reinforcements.

Miltiades dispatched a professional run-

nen Pheidippides, to Sparta to seek help.
pheidippides ran the distance of 250 km in
two days, then ran back to Marathon with the
Spartans’ response. He told the Athenians
that the Spartans were anxious to help but,
for religious reasons, could not come until
after the next full moon. According to
legend, Pheidippides collapsed and died after
gasping out his message. His amazing feat
made marathon running a popular sporting
event.

The Persians heavily outnumbered the

GREECE: LAND OF THE H

Athenians at Marathon, and the Greeks had
neither cavalry nor archers, Nevertheless, the
Athenians chose to attack, It was a risky deci-
sion, because defeat would leave Athens
unprotected, Their plan was to take advan-
tage of one of the Persians’ key strategies.
Since the Persians placed their best troops in
the centre of their formation, the Athenians
would counter by strengthening the wings of
their force.

The battle was long. As expected, the
Persians broke through the weakened Athen-
fan centre, but the Greeks defeated them on
the wings. The Athenian troops then closed in
on the Persian soldiers in the centre, trapping
those who had broken through and driving
them back to their ships.

The Persians who escaped sailed south,
hoping to find Athens unprotected. But the
Athenian army rushed back to the city from
Marathon and reached it by evening, in time to
force the Persians to abandon their plan
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The Battle ofSa/Eﬁis

Here are tWo
different Greek
accounts of what
took place at the
Battle of Salamis.
How do the two
accounts differ?
Are you more
inclined to believe
one than the other?
1f so, which one
and why?

Herodotus
The historian
Herodotus was
born about

484 BCE and came
to live in Athens about 450 BCE. His Histories represent

the first attempt to record history. Aged four at the time
of the battle, he grew up hearing about the famous
event. He based his account on the memories of
Athenians living a generation after.

Figure 6-9 The battle of Salamis

The Persians believed Themistocles and proceeded 10
put ashore on the islet of Psyttaleia. Then, about
midnight, they moved their western wing in an
encircling movement upon Salamis, while at the
same time they also blocked the whole channel as far
as Munychia.

These tactical moves were carried out in silence to
Drevent the enemy from being aware of what was
oing on; they occupied the whole night, so that none
Of the men had time for sleep.

The whole fleet now got under way, and in a
moment the Persians were on them. The Greeks
checked their way and began 10 80 back astern and
they were on the point of running agmumi when an
Athenian ship drove abead and rammed an enemy

l\

1o go astern?”

vessel. Seeing the two ships locked together, the rest
of the Greek fleet hurried to the Athenian’s assis-
tance and the general action began. . . -

There is also a popular belief that a phantom shape
of @ woman appeared and, in a voice which could be
heard by every man in the fleet, contemptuously
cried out: “Fools, how much further do you propose

Aeschylus

The playwright Aeschylus was born in 525 BCE and lived
most of his life in Athens. He fought both at Marathon
and at Salamis. In his play The Persians, a Persian
messenger tells the Queen of Persia of the Persian
defeat.

When at last the sun’s bright chariot rose, then we
could hear them—singing; loud and strong rang back
the echo from the island rocks, and with the sound
came the first chill of fear. . . . Then trumpets over
there set all on fire; then the sea foamed as the oars
struck all together, and swiftly, there they were! The
right wing first led on the ordered line, then all the
rest came on, came out, and now was to be heard a
mighty shouting: “On sons of the Greeks! Set free your
country, set your children free, your wives, the
temples of your country’s gods, your fathers’ tombs;
now they are all at stake.” And from our side the
Persian battle-cry roared back the answer; and the
time was come. Then ship on ship rammed with her
beak of bronze; but first a Greek struck home; Sull on
the quarter she struck and shattered a Phoenician’s
planks; then all along the line the fight was joined....
those Greek ships, skilfully handled, kept the outer
station ringing us round and striking in, till ships
turned turtle, and you could not see the water for
blood and wreckage; and the dead were strewn thickly
on all the beaches, all the reefs; and every ship in all
the fleet of Asia in grim confusion fought to get away.
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Taken in by the message and L'?l‘h’crv for
victory, Xerxes moved his fleet forward into
the natrow gulf, leaving some ships to block
both ends of the strait. Although oumu‘m'
bered in the battle, the Greeks swiftly
attacked the advancing Persian boats. There
was mass confusion as the ships fought in
the narrow confines of the strait, but while
the Persians lost 200 ships, the Greeks lost
only 40. According to legend, Xerxes was so
confident his ships would win that he sat
watching the battle on a throne placed on a
hill overlooking the strait. The Persian army
watched from the shore. Instead of 2 victory,
they witnessed a crushing defeat,

The Persian Wars End
Following the Persian defeat at Salamis,

REFLECT AND ANALYZE

1. @) Why is the period after the fa
Ages of ancient Greece?
b) What major develo,
the Persian Wars?

a) Marathon
b) Thermopylae
¢) Salamis Bay
4 What effects do you thi
ment of ancient Greece?
5. During the Dark Ages 4,
played an important ro,
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adventure or of the Doy

nk victory i, th
Support your
4 the early porioq of
€ 10 preseryin gy,

minstrels o,

e Persian War,
S Wou
b 1d have ¢ the develop-

8 from g

Xerxes ordered
fleet to withdraw to t
he returned home. He l€
Thessaly. The Persians 1o
battle with the Greeks in B

small town of Plataea. Faced w

0€C

the Persians pursued the Greeks, a single
Spartan unit valiantly held off their a

troyed what remained of the
n : Aéalnst all odds, t
driven the mighty Persians out of Greece,
and the city-states were free. Howev
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