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ase 4: June 1944 to ¢
was the final phase of the war.

final year of the war began with the Allieq
jon of Europe. The plan to invade Europe
ned Operation Overlord, but the landIi)n s
andy, France, are often called the D»Dag‘
gs. The German army now had to fight thye
on two major fronts—the Soviet arﬁqy
ast and the British, Canadian, and U.S
in the west. Under assault from two si<-ies
resistance eventually collapsed. In the 3
, the United States was closing in on the
ese home islands, and work was acceler-
the development of a new weapon that
nited States hoped would shorten the war.

canada’s Contribution

6, 1944, Canadian, British, and U.S.
landed at a series of beaches on the coast
mandy. Canada’s beach was code-named
ish forces landed on Gold and Sword,
.S. forces landed on Utah and Omaha.
tions for the invasion were meticulous.
troops to invade a defended coastline is
of the most difficult and dangerous military
s, as the heavy casualties of the Dieppe
| shown.

dian Forward Observation Officer John
bed his role in the battle. He was

fly behind

— Canadian
troop
movements

1944 and

ped to

We were towed across the Channel by aircraft
in squadrons of 10 or 15 gliders, and then we
were released just as we hit the coast.... The
first thing that we had to do was haul the tail
off the glider so we could get the jeep out.
You didn’t stay where you landed. You got out
of there as fast as you could. It was dark, but
we could hear gunfire and cars revving up
and tanks moving. We drove, maybe a couple
of miles, to a small village called Ranville
and hauled our radio equipment up a church
steeple, which was our first observation post.

When daylight came, there was firepower
everywhere. It was one big gathering of men
and materials and planes and guns. We got the
wireless out and started to send stuff about
the ranges and location of German troops to
the warships out in the Channel. We called
for a few shots and they were socking them
down. We were caught right in the middle
of the battle.

When I finally had a look around, I real-
ized how fortunate we were to have a good
landing. A lot of the men in our section had
been killed or were just gone. There were
gliders buckled up and burned all over, some
with bodies beside them. Those first few
hours of the invasion were what I call the
confusing hours. You look back on it and
wonder how it all happened. You were in
England one minute and France the next.
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Figure 7.9 Canadian soldiers wade ashore at Juno Beach on D-Dl]y after the I:":;I\’eSCanadidn It was the only it o
suglhm tl':ey can move quickly once ashore. Through a variety of cucumstélnjfceo.u BRI EEthe people in this pho..
entire Allied invasion to reach its objective on D-Day. How would you feel if y

The capture of the city of Caen, a road and
rail centre, was the first major objective for the
Canadian and British forces after landing. This
objective took most of the summer because it
was held by some of Germany’s best soldiers,
While the Canadian and British armies held
down large German forces, the U.S. forces
broke through German lines at Falaise and began
to encircle their Opponents. Once Caen had been
secured, Canadian troops helped the U.S, army
capture Falaise, (oo,

Alter the Allied victory at Falaise, the German
army retreated to Belgium and (he German
border. Paris wags liberated and mos; of France
was free. However, armies need supplies, espe-
.uiully l"ucl}unnl munitions, Ay (he Allied armiey
mereased in size in France, the demand fop these
resources soon bcgm} L0 outstrip the Supply. Porgg
were vital (o the chain ol'supply—lhcy needed
(o be captured and opened.

The First Canadian Army was assigned the task

of clearing the coasty] dreas and opening the porgs

The key port was Antwerp, Belgium, which was
then as NOW, one of the major ports in Europe ¥
Though the city of Antwerp wag quickly L‘ilpllll'\i‘d

the actual port of Antwerp was 80 km away, at thé
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mouth of the Scheldt River. The region befwe,
the city and port was located in low-lying ares
mostly behind dikes. The Germans opened the
dikes to flood the roads and ficlds, The Canadian
soldiers here were nicknamed (he “water rats.”
Casualties were heavy in this battle, where tanks

Figure b2
10 Amphi :
traops jp the fIOl:?el:'?: > Yehicles were sed to carry

ffitory aroyng Antwerp.
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qnd heavy artillery were difficult to use, and the
pfantry did most 0! the fighting.

¢ After the port of Antwerp was captured in the
attle of the Schcl.dl. the Canadian army was given
¢ task of liberating lhg Netherlands. Over 6000
\»gnadians were cusun‘lllcs in this campaign. To
(his day. the people ol.lhc Netherlands remember
and honour the role of the Canadian soldiers who
freed them.

review and Reflect

1. Using a three-column organizer, describe
| what you believe to be the key contributions
of Canada's army, navy, and air force in the
Second World War. Compare your organizer
with that of a classmate and discuss. Use
concept-webbing software if you like.

When the war in Europe ended on May 8, 1945
Canadian soldiers remained on duty in northern
Germany (o participate in the return to peace
The Canadian air force helped control the skies
over Germany, and the Canadian navy patrolled
the North Atlantic. A nation of 11.5 million had
put over one million men and women in uniform

Apply and Extend

1. Research one of the battles in which Canadians
fought in Northern Europe. Which units of the
army were involved? What was their main
task? How did they achieve their goal?

2. Find out how the Netherlands continues to
honour Canadian soldiers today.

3. Research the Juno Beach Centre. Who worked
to get it built? Why did it take so long?

Writing Toolbox

Journals are of great importance to historians
use they are primary sources. Journals are as
as their writers. They can range from very
nal accounts of activities, thoughts, ideas,
eelings to formal accounts of events.
atever the kind of journal, it is a record
ts from the writer’s perspective. Journals
clude facts that are well known or that
known. They may include eyewitness
ts as well as the writers” own opinions
g the writers’ points of view.
ond World War journals varied from the
ottings of individual soldiers, sailors, air
‘merchant mariners to the more official
1 logs) of navy, army, and air-force
it became part of the historical record.

to journal writing is to have a _c]ear
of your purpose and audience. A Jp}]x’nal
you intend to read will be very different
that your peers or teacher will read.

Writing Journals

The chapter has focused on the contributions
of Canada’s army, navy, and air force as organi-
zations. These organizations were composed of
individual Canadian men and women, and the
story of Canada at war is really their story. Their
journals and diaries can tell us their thoughts
and feelings about the war they were fighting,
why they were fighting it, and their legacy to
later generations.

Do research in your school or community
library or on the Internet to find examples of the
journals or memoirs of veterans. Then select one
veteran and research his or her writings. If the
person you select is available, try to set up an
interview. Then write a journal entry that the
person might have written about his or her
experiences in the war. Be sure to place the entry
in the context of the “big picture™ of the war.
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War in the Pacific

The war with Japan became the
efforts after Germany was defeate
of Hong Kong in December 1941, Ca
focused the majority of its war effort on the
struggle in Europe, although the Canadian qavy
and air force continued to play a small role in the
Pacific during this time. In May 1945, however,
over 80 000 Canadian soldiers in Europe volun-
teered to join the Pacific war. Before these sol-
diers had time to take part in the Pacific war,
however, it ended abruptly, in September 1945.
Under the code name the “Manhattan Project,”
scientists in the United States had developed a new
weapon, the atomic bomb, which had devastating
explosive power. In July 1945, the first successful
test of the new weapon took place. U.S. President
Harry S. Truman had to decide whether to use
this weapon. It was obvious that many civilians
would be killed if it were used. He stated that the
purpose of dropping the atomic bomb was to
destroy the ability of the Japanese to continue to

focus ofAllieq
d. After the fall
nada had

Figure 7.11 The Nagasaki Medi
Only the reinforced concrete build 0pita| Was

d
°d stanging.
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estroyed by the atormc bnmb on August 9, 19

e bomb would therg
0O

The use of th
of the thousands of U.S_ \ll

wage war.
slors who would dic in batgle i

save the lives
jers and st
soldiers L ded
Japan had to be lnmdﬁt : e o,
An atomic RERIRRIETRED=C ON the ciry

Hiroshima on August 0, 1945. ’l‘_ll“'” fileq
surrender; and second l?‘f'}“‘\ \T,"'\“‘““"[“'*‘ o
Nagasaki three days later. The cities were dovgg
tated, and about 100 000 (0 140 000 peapic .
immediately in the initial cxplnsmn} and fireygy,,
APproxinmtcly }Ih? same number died lae [rop,
exposure (0 radiation. Japan Sl}}'l‘L‘llLiL‘['\‘x| on
September 2, 1945. Father P. Siemes, a Joy
priest from Germany who lived in the outskiy
of Hiroshima in 1945, wrote an account of (|,
dropping of the bomb:
The magnitude of the disaster that by,
Hiroshima on August 6th was only slov ),
pileced together in my mind. I lived tho
the catastrophes and saw it only in flus ‘\\
which only gradually were /m‘r:«;iu:' to Qi
me a total picture,
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What simultaneously hap,,
as a whole is as foll. \s a result o

- cjon of 1 J
d\plﬂ»\“_ n of S: 15 05t the
gatire cily was destroyed by a single pjoy,

Only small outlying ¢
and eastern parts of the
complete destruction.

\S a result of th
plast, all the small Japahese /'m.v(\“ui\/».:r; ";““
diameter of five kilometers, which encom-
,"”3(:(1 99% of the city, collapsed or were
blown up. Those who were in the houses were
uried in the ruins. Those who were in the
gpen sustained burns 1

over the center of the ci.

sulting from contact
Wwith the substance or rays emitted by the
bomb. Where the substance struck flll/uunn'f\x
fires sprang up ... These spread rapidly
The heat which rose from the center created
awhirbvind which was effective in spreading
fire throughout the whole city. Those who had
been cut off by the flames became casualties.
As much as six kilometers from the centre of
the explosion, all the houses were damaged
and many collapsed and caught fire. Even
Jifieen kilometers away, windows were broken.

The use of atomic weapons on Japan in August
1945 remains one of the most controversial deci-
sions made during the Second World War. When
analyzing controversial events from the perspec-
tive of the present, it can be a challenge to stay
objective. It is important to place the events in
their historical context, and consider the way
the events would have been seen at the time.

Holocaust

l?[’*“3' people were aware of Nazi prejudice
"'ﬁamst the Jews and of the existence of concen-
Uration camps. From their first days in power, the
4is had begun passing discriminatory laws and
Uraging anti-Jewish riots. The Nazis also
OPpressed the Roma (“Gypsies™), Slavs, homo-
S8wals, and people who were physically or
H?émauy challenged. What was less well known
Until Allieq soldiers moved into Germany Was

the extent of the Nazi commitment to what they
called the Final Solution.

In January 1942, at a secret meeting, Hitler’s
r all of Europe’s

deputy announced a plan to murd
Jews and any others the German leaders wanted
to eliminate. Though genocide, or the attempt to
eliminate entire groups of people, had occurred
before the Second World War, the scale of the
killings by the Nazis would shock the world.

As the Allied armies moved deep into Germany
in the spring of 1945, they discovered the death
camps of Buchenwald and Bergen-Belsen.

Figure 7.12 These prisoners were discovered barely alive

in one of the Nazi concentration camps.
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These were only two of the extermmaion ;‘ill\‘l“‘
where millions of European Jows, along W "\“‘ &
others. were murderad on Hitler's orders, 1 l‘: ;
from all over occupiod Burope cartied I“‘i‘l‘ b ““‘
primarily Jows, 1o these campy, whete ll\\‘ Y We
systematically starved, worked to deathy .\\h\\l\

or gassed. The Nazis’ slaughter of an \*Slllll:lF\‘\l
six million Jows during the Second World War
has come to be known as the Holocaust,

The death camps so shocked the world that
the Allies held War Crimes Tuials at Nuremberg
inearly 1946 that lasted nine months, During the
trials, the world learned about the horrors that
had taken place in the camps, These trials have
been followed by athers through the YOI, Ay many
of the individuals involved have been found and
put on trial, One famous case was that of Adolt
Eichmann, one of the Key leaders of the Holocaust,
Who was captured (by Israeli agents) in Argenting
in the early 1960s, put on trial in Iseael, and
executed for his crimes against humanity.

Review and Reflect

1. Canada's immigration policies in the 19305
toward Jewish

€ your conclusions, How
hav.e. Canada's views and immigration

B CALISES Of the v,
about the ca he Socg,
a result of the Treq)

%
e hypothes
“;v\\rlzi War (s that it was oy |
i . Investigate other hypothese,
of Versailles,

What do these hypotheses SUggest caipg

s ::::‘x‘:,:s. research the Manhattan Pyoj
and the fnvasion of OKInawa to learm o
the background to the decision to diop i,
bombs on Japan. Use your research to fill , ,,
following graphic organizer, separating (.
perspectives of the time from those of (o,

19408 Today ‘

Reasons to drop
the bombs ‘

Reasons not to
drop the bombs 1

3. Re‘read the information on Sergeant Tommy
Prince, who fought for Canada even though
Canada discriminated against First Nations,
What co‘nclusions do you draw? What implica
tions might this situation have for the future!
What does it reyeq| about Canada's sense of

. identity at the tjme)

‘::ss’:,n: :l::hy of Anne Frank, or pair up with
ol o1 0 has read it, Share the key
OFAnne Frank's story as it pertains

T





