[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\021.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\020.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\019.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\018.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\017.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\016.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\015.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\014.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\013.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\012.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\011.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\010.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\009.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\007.jpg][image: C:\Users\macmillanr\Pictures\2020-05-11\008.jpg]
image7.jpeg
Review and Reflect

1. What flaws do you see in the 1947 Canadian
Citizenship Act? How would you improve
on the act?

2. How have ideas about citizenship changed?

3. Why do you think people applying for
Canadian citizenship have to take a test?

Apply and Extend
1. Examine the questions that applicants for

Canadian citizenship may have to be able to
answer, in Figure 13.2. Use your library or the
Internet to find some additional questions that
may be asked on a ditizenship test in your area.
How would you describe the range of ques-
tions? Are there types of questions that you
would add to make the test more appropriate
for Canadian citizenship? To what extent do
the ditizenship questions deal with what you
feel is important about being a Canadian?

Rights

Have you ever made a New Year's resolution or
made a commitment to improve some aspect of
your life? Perhaps you even wrote it down or
shared it with a friend, so that you would be
more likely to keep the resolution. Despite your
best intentions, you may have slipped from time
to time or have totally forgotten about it.

After the Holocaust and other atrocities of
the Second World War (see Chapters 7 and 8),
Canada and other countries resolved to improve
conditions in the world by passing legislation to
guarantee human rights. Saskatchewan passed
the first Bill of Rights in Canada in 1947. The
Canadian Bill of Rights was passed in 1960.

The Universal Declaration

geCll;aPter 9. you learned thay the original draft of
mversal Declaration of Human Rights was
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‘u‘

: by a Canadian. John Humphrey. It y;,
e s adopted by the General Assemb),
ur_mmm?l‘_-‘ 3 Nagioasit 1948. The Universa]
of the L‘rlule“_;{ the first international Statemeng
DFFlat?[Ignlr \\-\ae the first time the term “humg,
O-t 1[5-'}’\1“- - uied»on a global scale. Having coyy,
;glt;0:;:>on»me bﬂsi,;principles of human righ

< a maior achievement.
w iL;na ln;il;r;e Universal Declaration of Humgay
Rights was signed by all the membe\r—stak_?s of
mé United Nations. It includes the following:

« All human beings are born free and equal.

« Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and
security of person.

* All are equal before the law and are entitled

to equal protection of the law.

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest,

detention. or exile.

Everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing

by an independent and impartial tribunal.

* Everyone charged with a criminal offence
has the right to be presumed innocent until
proved guilty.

* Everyone has the right to freedom of move-
ment and residence within a country or to leave
any country.

* Everyone has the right 10 2 nationality.

SlEva one has the right to marry without any
limitation due 1o race, nationality, or religion.

* Men and women are entitled to equal rights in
Mmarriage and divorce.

* Everyone has the right to own property.

2 Every.o ne has the right to freedom of thought.

E 2100, and expression.
Veryone has the i

and associatiop,

unemploymen; 3
* Everyone hy theis

-

—
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E\cr)’*‘ne has the right to education,_
' : ¢
ryone has the right to participate in the
a1 life of the community and to share i
Sha n

ific advancement.

L Every
cultur
scient!
(BeryO h;.l‘\ E dl(”.\' to respect the rights and
freedoms of others.

isthe case with your own personal resolutions
;heUniVersal Declal’allpll of Human Rights is :
aly effectivellf countries live by its principles.

o the years since the signing of the declaration.
ere have been numerous violations. The United
\ations has established many committees to deter-
mine if countries are following the resolutions and
preport violations. But the United Nations has a
jimited ability to enforce the declaration. At best
i can make the violations known to the public,
hoping that international pressure will force
countries to comply with the resolutions.

The Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms was
part of the constitutional changes that took place
inthe early 1980s under the Liberal government.
Although the Statute of Westminster had made
Canada an independent country in 1931, there was
sill one aspect in which Canada lacked independ-
ace. Canada could not amend its own constitution.
Since the British North America Act (BNA Act)
ol 1867 was an act of the British Parliament,
lly the British Parliament could change it

In 1982, Canada’s government patriated, or
bought home, the Constitution. The BNA Act
s renamed the Constitution Act of 1867 at that
Ime, The government passed the Constitution
Act of 1982, making the Constitution part of
Canadian Jaw, The Canadian government could
OV create or change laws without having ©
ek the approval of the British Parliament.
he Constitution Act was a milestone for

s self-rule, or sovereignty- The Chartef
ights and Freedoms, which is part of.the
Mstitution Act, was a hallmark for the rights

nadian citizens.

Of R;

John Humphrey, 1905-1995

John Peters Humphrey was born in Hampton,
New Brunswick. He did not have an easy child-
hood. His father died before he was a year old,
and his mother died when he was eleven. When
he was six, Humphrey had to have his left arm
amputated following a severe burn.

Humphrey studied hard at school, graduating
from Mount Allison University in Sackville, New
Brunswick, and later from McGill University in
Montreal, Quebec. After practising law in Quebec,
he joined the Faculty of Law at McGill. In 1946,
Humphrey was appointed Director of Human

Rights for the United Nations.

Humphrey was the principal author of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
wrote the first draft of the document. It is a bit
of a mystery why Humphrey's authorship of the
declaration was unacknowledged at the time. The
credit went to higher-profile members at the UN.

Humphrey remained with the UN for 20 years,
and in 1988 was awarded the UN Human Rights
Award. Following that, he returned to teaching at
McGill, but remained involved in human rights
causes. For example, Humphrey helped found
Amnesty International Canada and the Canadian
Human Rights Foundation. He died in 1995.

In his honour, the International Centre for
Human Rights and Democratic Development
established a $25 000 annual award, called
the John Humphrey Freedom Award, which is
presented each year to an outstanding human

rights activist.

Research and compile evidence and arguments
that support recognizing Humphrey as the author
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Canada Post
honoured
Humphrey with
a stamp in 1998.

201




image9.jpeg
The Charter is part of the Constitution, which
means that the rights it protects cannot easily be
changed. (Although there are ways to amend the
Constitution, it is difficult to do.) Since the rights
of Canadians are guaranteed by law, the courts
make the decisions when there are issues that
involve those rights.

Some of the rights and freedoms outlined in
the Charter include the following:

* fundamental freedoms—for example, freedom
of conscience and religion, and freedom of
thought, belief, opinion, and expression
democratic rights—for example, the right to vote
mobility rights—for example, the right to trave]
and work in any province

legal rights—for example, the right not to be
detained or imprisoned without good cause; the
right to be presumed innocent until proven guilty
equality rights—for example, protection from
discrimination on the basis of race, national

or ethnic origin, colour, religion, age, sex. or
mental or physical disability

Charter rights are not absolute rights. They are
subject to “reasonable limits prescribed by Jaw™
that a “free and democratic society™ might set
In addition, the Charter guarantees lIlc ot‘ﬁ.-
cial languages of C. anada and respects minority
language rights. It also contains an override

h

Figure 13.5 Queen Eliz by
visited Canada to sigp, ¢ |
giving Canada contro| of \\“T\
constitution. The Constity ”-"-‘n
Act of 1982 Incorporateq the

British North America At of 15
6

clause that allows provincial and federal ¢
ments to make exceptions in certain cases. This
clause is known as the notwithstanding clause,

overn-

or clause 33.

Aboriginal and treaty rights are recognized and
affirmed by the Constitution itself, not the Charter
This is particularly important for Aboriginal peo-
ples, because it became more difficult for govemn-
ments to maintain discriminatory practices after
these rights were gQuaranteed.

Review and Reflect

1. Why do you think individual countries and the
United Nations Passed resolutions dealing
With human rights after the Second World War?

2. In what Ways was the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights by the United Nations in 1948
a major achievement? What are its limitations

3. When are the coyrts called on to rule on the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms?

4. When do you think the mobility right to work
!N another province might be challenged by 2
Provincial 8overnment?

5- Use a graphic Organizer to examine the majo’
differences between the Universal Declaratio"
of Human Rights and the Canadian Charter !

|

S

Rights ang Freedoms. Which has more‘l’w
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APl and Extend

compile examples of violations of the

| yniversal Declaration of Human Rights,

| Compare your results as a class and use

1 graphif organizers to compile your data (for
example, consider the number of violations
countries violating, and types of violations)'.
You might wish to use concept-webbing
software to organize your data.

2. Do research to find out more about the
following challenges over the rights of the
individual and the rights of society that
the courts have ruled on in Canada:

+ mandatory retirement at age 65

+ the law that prohibited prisoners from voting
+ religious headgear and symbols

+ other issues identified in an Internet search

3. Research the controversy in France over the
wearing of religious headgear in schools.
Create a decision-making chart on this
issue. Share and discuss your findings
with your classmates.

4. Do further research to find instances when

governments have used the notwithstanding

dause. Do you think it is a necessary part of

the Charter? Explain your decision.
-

Responsibilities

Vhen you examine the evolution of citizenship
"‘Velr(ime in Chapter 14, you will see that respon-
liies, or dugies, have been part of citizenship
"along time. In the past, people might have
My responsibilities but few rights or Privi-
i Today, however, there is a better balance
en rights and responsibilities for most of
o od’s people. Like rights, responsibilities
0 the family, in the school, in the r?a_tlor(li,
1o, the global Tevel. What responsibilities dO
 8Ss0ciate with the various communities to e
"iu,c You belong? What rights do you assocla
Se communities?

Individual versus Collective Rights

ng»hlx sometimes conflict with each other.

A right for an individual may conflict with the
rights of a group. In some countries, the govern-
ment believes that the collective rights of citizens
are more important than the rights of individuals.
In other countries, the stress is on individual
rights. Collective rights are those rights that
exist for the common good of all citizens.
Democratic countries like Canada struggle to
find a balance between individual rights and
collective rights. As you examine the following
court cases, decide whether the ruling was for
individual rights (or the individual rights of a
group of people) or the collective rights of

all citizens. Be prepared to explain your

choice in each case.

Supreme Court upholds school searches
CBC News

OTTAWA—School boards and advocacy
groups are hailing a decision by the Supreme
Court of Canada that upholds a school’s right
to search students.

The case involved a Halifax area teenager
who was searched at a school dance and found
to be carrying marijuana in his sock. He went
all the way to the top court, arguing that his right
to privacy had been violated.

Teen wants quick decision from
Supreme Court on transfusions

CBC News

CALGARY—A 16-year-old Alberta girl wants
the country’s top court to decide if she can
refuse treatment for her leukemia.

The girl, who can’t be identified under a court
order, lost in the Alberta Court of Appeal last
month. That court told her she had to continue
to accept blood transfusions in spite of her
religious beliefs.

B
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figure 13.6 Once
in it for seven days

Condo owners win Supreme Court case
over religious structures

CBC News

OTTAWA—A group of Jewish condo owners in
Montreal have won a ruling from the Supreme
Court of Canada allowing them to put up tem-
porary religious structures on their balconies.

The case goes back four years, when four
Orthodox Jews were told by their condominium
association they weren’t allowed to put up
Sukkot huts, also known as sukkahs, on their
balconies. Condo rules had prohibited any con-
struction on balconies or patios.

But in a 54 decision, the court ruled that
religious freedoms take precedence over co-
ownership contracts. It said the association’s
arguments about aesthetics and safety were
questionable and that the Jews’ religious rights
should be upheld.

Sukkahs are part of the Jewish harvest fes-
tival of Sukkot. It commemorates the exodus of
the Jews from Israel and reminds Jews of the
shelters the Israelites lived in when they wan-
dered the desert for 40 years.

the sukkah is built, all
and seven nights,

meals take place

204

Figure 13.7 Nine judges sit on the Supreme Court of
Canada, the highest court in the country. It is the fina|
court to which citizens can appeal.

Supreme Court says municipalities

have right to regulate pesticides

CBC News

MONTREAL—Environmental groups say the
Supreme Court of Canada has given municipal-
ities the green light to become more active in

protecting the environment and the health of
their citizens.

The court ruled that the Quebec town of
Hudson, west of Montreal, has the right to limit
the use of pesticides.

Apply and Extend

1l [.)escribe a scenario that illustrates individual
rights conflicting with the collective rights of
the group for one or more of the following:
* astudent in classroom
* a family member

a res!dent in an apartment building

aresident in a town

a ditizen in 4 country

* @ company or bysiness in the global
Community

Share and discyss your scenarios and

dr. . 4
aW conclusions aboyt individual versus
collective rights.

—

s
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ydive, Responsible Citizens

fobe an active, responsible Citizen

YOu need to
hecome knowledgeable about currer

X 0t issues and
ehate OT challenge possible solutions, You need

pbe prepared to take action to deq] Wwith issues

What issues at the local, national, o global 15\évl
doyou feel need to be addressed? Are you wel]

3quippC‘d to deal with these issues?

Today, students in Atlantic Canada are expected
1o learn about citizenship before they graduate
from high school. Graduation requirements for
sudents include the following:

+understanding what sustainable development is
*understanding Canada’s political, social, and
economic systems in a global context

* understanding the social, political, and economic
forces that have shaped the past and present,
and applying those understandings in planning
for the future

' examining human rights issues and recognizing
forms of discrimination

'determining the principles and actions of just,
Pluralistic, and democratic societies

*Understanding their own and others’ cultural
herilage and cultural identity and the contribu-
tion of diverse cultures to society

What esponsibilities of citizenship are associated
Yith each of the above points? To what extent
toes this Jjs¢ include rights? How will under-
(landjng these issues help you carry out your
“Ponsibilities as a citizen? Does this list

wiress the idea of the citizen as an activist?

o tknowledge, skills, or attitudes related to
“izenship would you add to this list?

citilenship in a Democratic Society

N democraiic civil society is based on the bel}etv
'l: Semocracy extends to everyone in the sog_let_\.
°'a.tin0[ €nough that the go\'ern'mem is dem .
oy IS the duty of all individuals, gr(ziup:n.o_
A limun.mes' or organizations to uphold ;1 o
ot (c Principles. This means that citizens

0 see that their own rights are maintained.

A democratic

Figure 13.8 The democratic pyramid shows the different
parts of a democratic society. No one component stands
alone—each is a necessary part of the whole. How does
each of the three components contribute to the creation
of a democratic society?

and they have a responsibility to protect the
rights of all citizens.

Consider your role as a responsible citizen
as you read the following quotations. Rate each
statement using the following scale:

1. Strongly disagree

2. Somewhat disagree

3. Somewhat agree

4. Strongly agree
I am only one; but still I am one. I cannot do
everything, but still I can do something; I
will ot refuse to do the something I can do.

Helen Keller, U.S. writer and lecturer

Democracy is a practice. TImu{,'I{ based on

s that can be transmitted, it is essentially
g. It is by puiting it into effect
‘il: it is by making use of it

value.

a way of actin,

that we justify LB
that we give it legitimacy.

Federico Mayor, director-general of the

United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 1995
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The collective power of people to shape the
future is greater now than ever before, and
the need to exercise it is more compelling.
Mobilizing that power to make life in the
twenty-first century more democratic and
stainable is the foremost challenge

more su.
of this generation.

From Our Global Neighborhood,

report of the Commission on Global Governance

Taking Action
The day will come when the progress of
nations will be judged not by their military
or economic strength, nor by the splendor of
their capital cities and public buildings, but
by the well-being of their peoples; by their
levels of health, nutrition, and education; by
their opportunities to earn a fair reward for
their labours; by their ability to participate
in the decisions that affect their lives; by the
respect that is shown for their civil and political
liberties; by the provision that is made for
those who are vulnerable and disadvantaged;
and by the protection that is afforded to the
growing minds and bodies of their children.

From the United Nations’
Progress of Nations Report, 1997

This statement suggests that countries need to be
judged on the well-being of their citizens, Being
an active citizen means that Yyou constantly
assess how well leaders and people in power are
addressing issues at the local, national, anq global
levels. You take action to influence these leaders
to bring about change. It also means that you dop’t
leave it all in the hands of others, but take respon-
§ibility to further the causes that you feel are
mportant or to right the WIONgS you see in socjet
Th.e first step is to identify the jssye that is 0%

Every penny €O

FORT 24021?222 kg of pennies, with an CSlimateq , T
collected OVET - Way fundraising event at thejr Schog U

United Way 00|
$850, for a

Figure 13.9 In what ways are these students active
citizens?

mental, or other issue. It may be something it
VO o community, such as students without
lu_nches at your schoof. At the global level. it
might be children
youYou.m.ay need to learn new skills or im[’ff""E
T existing ski]jg $0 that you can more effect®e!

Ty
critj Aon- You may neeg to learn to read M
Leally to aggagg

lea.der’s POsition,
Write or speqy n
more effect; at you ¢

moYe others i ively so thaty
for ideag on writ
Organizy
elp you ta.k

unts
RRAY—Students in Fort Mu\lun“} A

Who are starving.

bias and to fully Uﬂdersmvd:
You may need to learn hoV !

. ov
action! (See the Writing 700"
: i ;
e N2 petitions.) There are mﬂ“.“iu

ns, boo}cs, and Intemet resources "
€ action on a range of social jssues
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e way you can take action on an issue is by
iling a petition and having people sign it to
Sow support for your concern. A petition is a
mverful ool when presented to leaders and

Ieision-makers. 1t verifies that the issue is of
tieern to many people. The petition calls on
biders 10 take action to deal with the issue.

Process

! Give (he petition a title.

Y dentify 1o whom you will be presenting or
‘ending the petition.

! ldentify he group signing the petition—for
ample, students in your school, members
W4 team, or citizens of a community.

5 t““_"c the purpose of the petition—wht
I8 it addressing? Briefly supply imporlunt

g cts 1o support your position on the issue.

“Make your request—what do you want e
"ipient of (he petition to do?

1L issue

yery thing is possible”
RIS TON

RESFORD ity Guuthier of Beresford W Brunswich

olleets perini

(0 buy gonts for poor families in une
countries, Bty §

working on buylng her fifth goat

Figure 13.11
Find other
examples of
individuals who
are making a
difference, and
share them
with your
classmates.

6. Collect signatures—obtain as many signatures
as possible. Get a full address beside each
name.

7. Present or send your petition. If you can’t
meet the recipient to present the petition in
person, you should call to let him or her
know it is being sent.

If there is more than one page to your petition,

you must include the purpose and request at the

top of each page.

If you want to send your petition to your
Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) or
Member of Parliament (MP) to be presented in the
Legislature or Parliament, you should check the
provincial or federal government website or con-
tact the member’s office. There are specific rules
that must be followed for government petitions,

Good luck with your action!
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Canadian Symbols

Order of Canada
The Order of Canada is a distinguished-citizen
award. It is the highest honour that a citizen of
Canada can earn. There are three classes of the
award: Member, Officer, and Companion. The
award was first given as part of Canada’s centen-
nial celebrations in 1967. The motto for the Order
of Canada is desiderantes meliorem patriam,
which is Latin for “they desire a better country”

In June 2005, Wanda Thomas Bernard of Halifax,
Nova Scotia, was invested as a Member of the Order
of Canada. She is director of the Maritime School of

| Work at palhousie University, and is highly
ded for addressing racial and cultural divers‘m(

regarcial work education and in the community,

e 2 teacher, scholar, and leader who

Dr. Bernard is ; 4
comb
has empowered the community to at cusm |

throughout all Ieve]s of society.
Research and write a
biography of a recipient of
the Order of Canada from
your area or province. What
qualities do you think make
someone a “model citizen"?

Socia

1. Complete the following stem: A good citizen
should ...

2. Do you think citizenship is given enough
emphasis in your school system? Explain
your opinion.

3. Why are responsibilities associated with
citizenship?

4. Revisit the quotations on pages 205 and 206
and complete the following:

a) For each quotation that you scored as
3 or 4, write a short statement explaining
why you agreed with all or part of the
point of view it expresses. Give an example
of an action you have taken or plan to
take that supports the point of view.

b) For each quotation that you scored as
1 or 2, write a short statement explaining
why you disagreed with all or part of the
point of view it expresses. Rewrite the
statement so that you would rate it as a 4.

Share and discuss your results.

5. Identify three issues in society that you fee|
need to be addressed. Compare results with
your classmates, and identify the five most
common issues in your class. Remember that
you should take action on the issue you fee|
most strongly about, even though you may
help others with their issues.

208

Apply and Extend

1. How can individual citizens contribute to the

public good in a country?

2. What knowledge and skills do you think are

essential for responsible citizenship? Why is
it important to be a responsible citizen?

3. Identify a public issue that concerns you.
Create a plan that outlines actions that you
can take to address this issue. Choose a
realistic timeline for your actions.

- Survey newspapers and magazines to identify

people who are taking action at the local,

national, and global level. Create a simple
8raphic organizer to record your findings.

You may choose to use graphing software

to do this. Share and discuss your results.

What are the rules for being awarded the Order

of Canada? who gets the award? Research t0

L'if;d out the backgrounds and actions of spe
flc People who have been awarded the Ofdéf

;’escta:;da. What does this information sug-

B y::: the criteria for good citizenshlp77

If so, what Scc'hoo.l have a citizenship award’ e

e you"fte”a are used? Suggest |mP"1‘f’

Your school 4 St cout b.e . ,mpn?ved- 1

e 0€s not have a citizenship awa"™

awards program for your school L

You feel strop, # 5
i rove
your schogy- Bly about t, take action to imp

L

o

S Program or get one started:
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tizenship

jhat Does Citizenship Meam>

your first [h“ll:lm T“?gh[ be that it is eqgy to
f;t,gmhip. In fact, it is a complex cone

.;,roll:lh the dx-‘n.n?nons below. Some of
:1;t1\‘l11\f.\ definitions, while others gre qQuotations
tfom books. Af you l_‘md them, identify the Key >
Je and the similarities and dit‘l‘crcn\:cs n \\‘l\:\l

ey are saying.

define
CepL. Read
them are

" pefinition Source | 7 i
w Local Citizenship National citlunshlbr :

e

pefinitions for Citizenship from Dictionaries

From Cambridge Dictionaries Online

1. “The state of being a member of a particular
country and having rights because of it.”

1. “The state of living in a particular area or
town and behaving in a way that other people
who live there expect of you.”

From Webster’s New World Dictionary
“One’s conduct as a citizen.”

itions for Citizenship from a Google Web Search
“Accitizen is a participatory member of a P°“‘i““'
tommunity. Citizenship is gained by meeting
the legal requirements of a nation, state. or local
Overnment. A nation grants certain rights and
Privileges to its citizens. In return, citizens are
&pected to obey their country’s laws and
defend it against its enemi i

Democracy at Work

Many people think of citizenship in fairly narrow
S, You're a citizen because you're born mu:id
“untry, or you’ve jmmigrated and been Erals
e legal status of “citizen”.-- Citizenship 1S
Meh more than that. Modern thinkers...ar¢
“Cing the concept from the confines of law
2overnment and reconceiving it in (eTmS
Participation, contribution. and belonging.

Philia: A Dialogue on Caring Ci!izem‘hll'

B e R D

You need to develop your own ideas

about the
meaning he

of citizenship in order to be an active
\~11.|J\‘l\. Begin by considering the definitions oy
this page in a local, national, and global context
One way 10 do this is by using an organizer like
the one below to help you analyze the definitions
and record your findings, :

i Globllﬂcit"l!oil;_hlp

Definitions for Citizenship from Books

From Challenges of Citizenship

“Expectations about how individuals will act in
society [and] how they will attempt to influence
the direction of society. Includes how individuals
interact with each other and their government.”

From Colombo’s Canadian References

“Status conferred by birth on natural-born
Canadians, and by the Canadian Citizenship Act
... on naturalized Canadians.”

From Citizenship Education: Canadian and
International Dimensions

«__. Citizenship involves more than simply being
accorded certain rights. Citizenship is also defined
by the extent [to which] citizens are expected,
:1;1d enabled. to participate in the affairs of state.”

From Citizenship Education for Democracy in
the 21st Century

“The concept of citizenship shou‘ld be -hmadly
defined to encompass multiple dimensions
applied locally. nationally. and globally :}nd
based on such \-aluc:\" as respect, lolg@nm
acceptance, op&‘n-mmdedref:\*. n_m.\i\‘lt\l.cncc.
equality. commitment 0 sou:\l.:lu.\nu‘ and
concern for the common good.
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izenship for yourself, you have to

To define ci :
j in the world.

think about your place in society anc -
You are a citizen of many groups. such as your
family, school. and ethnic or cultural groups. You
are aldso a citizen of a local, national, and global

community. Although people often consider
citizenshi}; only in relation to a nation, it also
refers to your role as a citizen in your local
communi't.\' and in the global community.
Work with your classmates and identify
common key words that appear in the definitions.
What key words did you find? Look for other
definitions of citizenship, and make further
comparisons. Discuss the various contexts for
citizenship that you identify. Design a concept
web for citizenship that reflects your findings.
You can add to the web throughout this unit.

Citizenship and Identity

Beliefs about citizenship are part of identity, both
for individuals and for nations. As an individual,
part of your identity is made up of what you
value, what you stand for, and what you work
to improve. In the same way, Canada’s identity
is interconnected with citizenship. Canadians’
beliefs about citizenship are part of Canadian
identity, just as ideas about citizenship are influ-
enced by the many identities in our country.

The following excerpts provide more insight
into the wide range of perspectives Canadians
have about the concept of citizenship.

As we take up the task of citizenship, I hope
our efforts will continue to be guided by a
quality the Inuit call isuma, which is an
intelligence that includes knowledge of one’s
responsibility towards society. In constructing
our Canadian identity, our willingness to
combine knowledge and responsibility with
experiment and innovation has given us many
reasons to be proud. We are creating a socie{i;
that is unlike anything the world has seen.
Adrienne Clarkson, governor general of Canada
1999-2005
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One recent study on Citizenship and N“ll\,c
Peoples by an Aboriginal lawyer conclugy,
that Canadian citizenship is possible for
\boriginal People if they can be assyreq of
“pespect, acceptance, and the right to p,
different.” In my opinion this belief, the o
can become a Canadian or even Americgy
citizen, and remain culturally Aboriging]
is not only erroneous but dangerous, for 1,
become a Canadian or American citizep,
as history demonstrates, is to abandon oy
teachings and to become assimilated.
Andrea Bear Nicholas, St. Thomas Universiy

I ask myself what it means to be a Canadign,
I was lucky enough to be born in Canada.
So I look back at the price paid by those
who made the choice that brought me such
luck.... Curiously Canadian citizenship
elicits the most heartfelt response outside
Canada. Any Canadian who travels abroad
quickly discovers that Canadian citizenship
is a coveted possession. In the eyes of the rest
of the world, it stands for an enlightened and
gentle society.... Canadian citizenship recog-
nizes differences. It praises diversity. It is what
we as Canadians choose to have in commoi
with each other: It is a bridge between those
who left somethin g to make a new home here
and those born here. What keeps the bridge
strong is tolerance, fairness, understanding
and compassion. C itizenship has rights and
responsibilities.... The work of citizenship
not something just for the week that we ¢éle
brate citizenship every year: It is part of evel¥
breath we take. Jt s the work of our lifetimnes:

Denise Chong, economist and at

Assess these three quotations, looking for ST

larities anq differences. Then select one of 1

g;:;nons and present the position of that perso?
ort Statement using your own words. Comp**
}]l)?:;;st:t;me‘}t 10 those made by your class
© Similarities and differences.
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Prediction with Evidenc=

This orgamizer will help you maks 2 predicion based
on evidence.

o 3 5 :
%dmcanhebyw ke this one throughout this textbook.
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Review and Reflect
1. How would you define citizenship in a local,

national, and global context?

2. In what ways do you think citizenship and
identity are related?

3. Do you think a person can be a citizen of
more than one group? When might this
create problems?

4. Why are rights an essential part of demo-
cratic citizenship?

Becoming a Canadian Citizen

Until the Canadian Citizenship Act was passed
in 1947, Canadians were British subjects, not
Canadian citizens. The 1947 act granted citizen-
ship to all people who were born in Canada.
Children who were born in a foreign land and
who had a Canadian father were Canadian citi-
zens. If the children had a Canadian mother but
a non-Canadian father, however, they were not
citizens. Immigrants who wanted to become
Canadian citizens had to meet certain conditions,
The conditions varied from one group of people
to another. At that time, Canada still discrimi-
nated against certain groups who wished to
immigrate to Canada. (Review Chapter 4.)
A new Canadian Citizenship Act was passed
in 1977. This act set out the underlying concepts
for Canadian citizenship. The basic principle is
that all people are entitled to equal and fair treat-
ment by the government of Canada. People are
now considered Canadian if they were born in
Canada, or if either parent is Canadian. People
Wwho are not citizens by birth can follow the legal
Process of naturalization, by which they can
become Canadian citizens.
To become a Canadian citizen, one must
* be 18 years of age or older
* be a permanent resident of Canada who came
to Canada legally (whether as an immigrant
or a refugee)

< hgve lived in Canada for three of the four years
Prior (o applying for citizenship
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_ T or French

« speak C‘lvmi],ll:]\]illil:::”) and geography
e know ("llhl (““““du_\ system of governmen a5
. ll'“i?‘l;tll]‘(ll\ulelLl responsibilities of citizenship

ll1&.""’ ts for citizenship have to pass a f*' S Lo
/\ppllh”“ e re eligible. Parents who are ( anadigy,
_\-I.u‘)w “.‘Ly.:l apply for citizenship on behalf of ,
L:”}zcn:(?;;-ylx if the family is applying for citize,
Lh,” 3 ther, or if the child is a permanent residep
;lt]'lg‘;z{i:]a. li' the child’s p;lrcnI.s do not apply for
citizenship on his or her behalf, the child must

wait until age 18 to apply.

Global Perspectives

Honorary Canadian Citizenship
Raoul Wallenberg and Nelson
Mandela are the only people to
have been granted the status
of honorary Canadian citizens,
In 1944, during the Second
World War, the Swedish gov-
ernment appointed Raoul
Wallenberg as a diplomat to
Budapest, Hungary. He was
able to use his position to rescue the Jews there.
The country was occupied at that time by the
Nazis, who planned to exterminate the
Hungarian Jews, Wallenberg saved the lives of
25 090 Jewish people by giving them new iden-
tities in the form of “protective passports,”
formal-looking documents that gave the Jews
the status of Swedish citizens. The Nazis tended
tq respect documents issued by neutral coun-
e;s such as Sweden, Many Jews were able to
2pe from Hungary using these “passports!’

|
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worary Citizenship Criteria
X\ W \ develop what
. onorary citizensh Y in
S You may fing it elptul ta
@ 8 the criteria that Canada and
countries currently yse \\'nnn\\““\\q\‘,“
sifer for this honour? Write a b el statement
R YOUr critena and nominations
Citizenship Test Sample Questions
\\ s JaUs svstem of overnment
\ ¢ mnavut become g
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stries in Canada
+ Which provincee is the only officially
Qual provinge?
S W

Samajor nver in Quebec?
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SOVemor or commissioner?
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ople applying for Canadian citizenship

out Canada. Here are some sample

night be asked. How would you do?

V. t
) I, O )/
« L Queen
A S and that 1 wil
v the laws of
( ! my duties
S a(

Figure 13.3 The Oath of citi
In17

ship, in use since 1947,
55, the French-speaking Acadians of the area that is

now the Maritime provinces were asked by the British to
take an oath of loyalty. The oath re

to fight with Britain in the event of
most Acadians to take the oath res
all the Acadians, who numbe

quired that they agree
war. The reluctance of
sulted in the expulsion of
rred in the thousands, Why do
you think Acadians were reluctant to take this oath? Does

today’s Oath of Citizenship fequire citizens to fight for Canada?

¥ Figure 13.4 Governor General Michadll

e Jean meeting
new citizens in November

2005. She was presiding
a citizenship ceremony while on a vis
Prince Edward Island.

over
sit to Charlottetown,





