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some 20 km west of Athens, where 2 cult
honoured Dionysus, the god of wine,
Demeter, the earth mother, and her daughter
Persephone.

Only the initiated were allowe
present at these secret rites. To be admitted, 2
candidate had to abstain from particular
foods. When the day of celebration arrived,
followers gathered outside Athens and bathed
in the sea to be purified. Then they proceeded

d to be

acred Way 1o Ele
torches to

to Dionys

along the S
white, carrying pine
way. They sang hymns
marched.

At Eleusis, the worshippers Spé
wo in ceremony. The final event
in 2 darkened hall where myste
were revealed in flashes of ligh
participants in these rites kept sti
the nature of these visions remains

REFLECT AND ANALYZE

L. Describe the role played by the gods and goddesses in the everyday?
ancient Greeks, Provide specific examples in your answer.

2. a) What role did priests play in ancient Greek religion?
b) How does this role compare 10 the role of priests in .ancient Egypt?

3. Assume the role of a Greek citizen
following events: j
a) a visit to the oracle at Delph;
b) your attendance at the 0}y
¢) your participation in 2

4. Research another anc
' a) What does the myt}
:, b) What relevance doe

o

STRUCTURE

Write  journal entry describing one

€port on the following'
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o from other Greek states, 4]

ants of immigrants, any. wunn

f 4 citizen and 4 Mclmm any
ves, Many of them were merchants
 the overseas trade and fived a1

the port of Athens, All metics were

d by the state, ;

o matter how Iongdlgyliud In Athens,

etics could not beoomed!mm They were

to serve in the military, If they

olved in lawsuits, they had’o be
by an Athenian,

carne from “barbarian” countries

‘sz, hsia Minor, and the Levant, The Greeks
he term barbarian to refer to all peoples
- Greek city-states who did not
k or share Greek customs. Some
the captives of war, and others
tims of professional kidnappers.
of the population of Athens owned
classical period. Upper-class citi-
; many 45 ten slaves working in
old or in the fields. Middle-class
ally had two. Even the business
used slaves for trade.
eks considered slaves the property
owners, For the most part, slaves were
I1. Those working in homes were
Iy accepted as family members and
killed, responsible jobs. Thieves and
ys, however, were whipped and
Slaves employed in the mines, where
were wretched, suffered the most.

We have very little evidence to give us
insight into the actual population of 2 city-
state. There are no reliable figures. Hist-
orians believe, however, that Athens 2t the
time of Pericles had 2 population of approx-
imately 300 000. Some other typical city-
states had populations about one-fifth the
size, and many were even smaller. Today, we
would think of them as towns rather than
cities. Because the communities were small,
every citizen could participate in public
affairs and vote directly on all issues. The
city centre was rarely more than 2 day’s walk
away.

SPARTA

In Sparta, the free citizens—adult males
over the age of 30 who were born in
Sparta—were called the Spartiates. They
dedicated themselves to the state and to the
military. Spartan boys were trained from 2n
early age to become disciplined soldiers.
Citizens did not work the land or engage in
trade. The city’s leaders discouraged citizens
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Figure 7-5
The social
prramid—Sparta
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THROUGH THNEIR EVES

Plato’s Republic

In the following excerpt from Tbe Repudlic, Plato
describes the kind of education that he believes the
leaders of a city-state should have. According to Plato,
what were the essential characteristics of effective lead:
ers? Are Platos views on education well-suited for

contemporary society? Explain.

Then onr perfect guardian must bave the following
Characteristics: a philosophic disposition, bigh spir-
its, speed, and strength. How are they 10 be brongh

wax, take dictation
long passages

0d)

attended a palaistrs.

kept by a

wp and oducared? . .. . Weve alredy ¥
shoir physical Iraining and 1DeiT CAWOA
ture and mesic . . . . We.cam dbow My

aritbmeric shall be & swbpect for siwdy &
are o bold pasitions of responsybiily &
Geomelry 13 obviowsly w9 war.
geometry it will make &ll tbe &LOrERce |
17 come 10 PINCHIng camp or dbing X &
Then you must be sure 20 reguire bhe

| prosonting

cunant)
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plutarch writes that this practice of infanti-
(ide was based on the conviction that a life

Joorly equipped at the very begin
health and strength was of no
oither itself or the state. Babies who pmd
inspection were raised in an mﬂgnmgm

jesigned to harden them. Infants ran about
‘.Jh?d exposed to the elemems,‘l‘hey ‘were.
1ught not to whimper, to be absolutely
ohedient, and to endure pain or haﬂsh!p

without complaint.

Education was not entrusted to ﬁ;ﬂl{u

or tutors. At the age of seven, Sparta
sere removed from their homes and
ive in austere barracks, where t
Lubjected to rigid discipline. They v
foot, wore only a single garment,
on 2 bed of thistledown and reeds:
nstruction emphasized physical exe
that the boys would g:ow up to b

of ports including running, wrestli
2 form of musical drill. They le
aws of Sparta and memorized the poen
jomer. Little emphasis was placed 0
¢ and writing, :
1 18 years of age, Spartan males
sfted into the Krypleia, or secret €
is draft marked a critical juncture in
tary training, and served as a bounda
¢en boyhood and manhood. For two
lhey lived apart from the community
¢ country, where they were expecww
/¢ by their wits. The experience was
led to train them in boldness
At 30, the Spartan man became
tizen
t2rriage did not significantly change
of 4 Spartan citizen. He continued to |

no

\

’: \

live in a barracks called a Syssitia, simple
quarters without any’ decoration. The daily
diet included cheese, pork, figs, bread, and

wine.

MARRIAGE

When the time came to consider marriage,
Greek parents negotiated 2 betrothal in
much the same way as they would set up 2
business contract. The family of the bride
had to provide a dowry of either money or
valuables. In most cases, the higher the
dowry, the more attractive the offer of
marriage. The dowry was held in trust for the
bride throughout her marriage. If her
husband died or divorced her, the dowry
could be used to contract a second marriage.

On the eve of the wedding, a bride
usually sacrificed her toys to the virgin
goddess, Artemis. On the wedding day itself,
separate feasts were held in the homes of the
bride and the groom. It was not until later in
the evening that the couple met.

At the end of the day, the groom set out
with his best man to fetch his bride in 2
simple mule-drawn country cart, and
brought her back to his home. Upon arrival,
he led his bride to the hearth where both
knelt and bowed their heads. Family
members then showered the couple with nuts
and sweetmeats. This symbolic gesture,
much like the tradition of throwing confetti
or rice, was intended to bring the man and
woman prosperity in their union.

On the following day, the relatives of
both families gathered to celebrate the
wedding at the home of the groom. The rela-

 tives of the bride brought gifts as well as the
dowry chest. Sacrifices and prayers were

\

TR





image14.jpeg
B: The Chiton

The chiton, worn by

both men and.

women, was made of

linen and fastened
al the shoulders with
pins. 1t was most
bopular in the mid
Sixth century Bee,

C: The Himation

This cloak is typical

of the plain single
&garment worn by
Athenian men in fhe
Jfth century g,

I'HE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD
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GREECE: SOCIETY AND CULTURE

spartan woman did not weep when her son or
\ushand marched off to battle.

Despite the severe restrictions on their
some Greek women achieved lasting
inence. Sappho, for example, was a

ic poet born about 600 BCE on the island

sbos. Lyric verse is a shorter, more

I form of poetry than the epic. It dealt

h feelings of love rather than themes of

- Sappho’s poems were filled with intense

on. Many parents sent their daughters

10 Leshos to be taught by Sappho. Although

ew of her poems survive, she is considered
one of the greatest ancient poets.

| ST R ’W
' REFLECT AND ANALYZE

1. a) What were the major goals of tl e Athenian educational system? What did boys

study or learn at each stage in their schooling?
b) What similarities and differences can you see between the Athenian educa-
tional system and our own system today?

2. As a young Spartan or Athenian (man or woman), write 4 critique of child-
rearing and education in the other city-state. Alternatively, work with a partner
and stage a conversation between a Spartan and an Athenian to debate the merits

of each system. Y
3. How does the role of women in‘%ﬁ!‘gﬂl Greek society compare with the role of
women in our society today?

8

:BAN AND RURAL LIVING arcades or stoas. This was the busiest part of

the marketplace, where people conducted

thens, the agora, or marketplace, was business and friends gathered to talk.

d'in the centre of the city and was the  Athenians strolled up and down among the

\thenian life. Around this hot, dusty, arcades, stopping occasionally to discuss the

square stood the government build- weather, the next law to be debated at the

1mediately to the west were the assembly, or the coming athletic games.

s of Ilt‘ph:llS‘lOS and Apollo. Learned men also used the stoas as places to
the edge of the agora stood three  gather and teach their followers.

Figure 7-8

Statue of a Spartan
girl maintaining
ber physical
conditioning
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Figuré 710

A country house |

south of Athens

Stone
foundation

mud brick
exterior walls

Stone wal]
enclosure for

(EAN WORLD
THE MEDITERRANEAN WORL

The centre of the agora was a sea of
activity. Flimsy stalls, hastily built and
crowded together, conducted every kind of
business  imaginable, Country  people
brought their produce to the market to se]] o
that they could purchase other goods. Onion

sellers, spice merchants, garlic boys, wine

central courtyard

merchants, book merchan

hants, and people selli
i, rices and competed fg
qul;O}t)l'C as it looked, the agora
of organization. Barbers, l;
changers, and fishmongers, fol
up shop along thff neg
merchants selling olive oil we
the east. Free men seekin
lingered along the west side, n
of Hephaistos.

Beyond the bustle of the
residential streets of the city.
quite stark in appearance. Bu
brick with ceramic tile roofs, th
10 windows opening onto the st
made no attempt to decorate
the house except to construct p
flanked the front door,

The distingushing feature
Was its centra] courtyard, hidden
the street, The courtyard was surpoy

provided shade in ¢
and she|ter from the winds in
people of ancient Greece often:
househo]q business and took the

this fayousige Part of the hoyge
A Series of p
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houses must have been quite drafty. A char-
coal brazier supplied heat.

Greek homes had no household drain-
age system, Slops were thrown into the
streets, with only a warning cry to alert
passershy! People generally bathed at small
ublic bathhouses or at gymnasia.

lraditionally, men ate separately from
omen, even during formal dinner parties.
‘hen dining, men reclined on couches and
propped themselves up on pillows to leave

r right arm free. Although knives were

1, people ate their food with their fingers

ometimes fashioned a spoon from a piece
d. There were no forks.

Formal dinner parties with friends,

| the Greeks called symposia, Were

ar form of recreation. After the andron
lecorated with flowers and ivy, the host

| place a garland for each of the male
attending the late afternoon sympo-
 on the couches set against the walls of
. Beneath each couch lay a small

stool or table to hold the food and drink.
The symposion menu featured two elab-

The first course offered a
choice of poultry or fish, goat's cheese, and a
variety of vegetables, including lentils,
celery, and beans, accompanied by sauces.
The second course featured grapes and other
fruits, sweetmeats, figs, olives, and nuts. Fine
wines from Chios and Rhodes, diluted with
water, were served as drink, but not until the
meal was completed and the tables tucked
away. Lively discussion, singing, and the

orate courses.

reading of poetry rounded out the evening,

On a typical day, most Greeks did not eat
meat. The main dishes consisted of fish from
the sea—fresh, salted, or dried—along with
eggs and cheese. Milk, however, was consid-
ered fit only for animals or “barbarians.”
Olive oil and spices such as garlic were used
in great supply to prepare savoury foods, and
honey was used to sweeten dishes. The basic
diet of working-class citizens included broth
and barley-meal porridge.

the centre
in a loast
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REFLECT AND ANALYZE

b) Would we consider this
2. a) What were the main features
< ﬁatures might we find unusud
b) Compare the design of an ur i
Egyptian home. Account for sim

Gree!
staples of @
1. a) What foods served a5 Iht:i ..
of a typical Gree
|2 Explain. ;
ban Greek home wit
larities and differences.

icli il
3. Provide evidence that public ll.fe Was ‘(liegsp
: a series of sketches or a bulletin boa

K diet? _
today? Why or VY

k house in the 5

h an urban Me:

mportant to the anci
lay to illustrate your

THE ECONOMY

AGRICULTURE

During the early history of ancient Greece,
the city-states were able to produce enough
food to feed their populations, even though
the dry summers and thin soils made culti-
vating grain crops difficult. As populations
grew, however, the land’s low productivity
became a problem. For example, Athens
imported almost two-thirds of the grain it

needed, notably from the Black Sea region of
Russia.

After about 750 Bcp,
states turned to colonizatiop
their agricultural shorty
imported grain, Greek ¢
scarce arable land to
could use for trade, T}
these export Croy
grapes.

any of the city-
45 an answer
8¢S Supplied wigh
ty-states ygeq their
8IOW crops th they
1€ MOSt impoptgp of

DS Were o]jyeg and wipe
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3 L’[_\’ lhroug];%” Gl‘”ece
The trees were considered gy, ot >
Bnn e 5 :
because they took 16 years or L

e More g
mature enough ¢, i

Produce 4 good |

larvest,

e

9
When the trees were ready for harve
autumn, farmers hired workers
to pick the berries by hand or §
down with long sticks. The process ¥
and tedious. Once picked, the berri
placed in a circular trough and en
a circular stone wheel. A wooden ley
squeezed out the oil. 1
Some of the most famous win
8rown in ancient Greece came f
Aegean Islands of Chios and Thase
pickers had harvested the fruit in
they placed the 8rapes in a wine p
low wall and 4 sloping floor, They th
pled the 8rapes until the juice trick
the floor g 4 spout that drained
The juice was stored in these large ja
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arable I'mdMF[‘V? o qualltylof
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o years and then left a field fallow in the
third

Two other Greek agricultural activities
were stockbreeding and market gardening,
stockbreeding took place mostly on the plain
of Thessaly, where large estates owned by
aristocrats provided excellent: grazing lands
for horses and cattle. Outside of Thessaly,
good grazing land was in short supply,
although people in all parts of Greece
pastured sheep and goats in the upland
regions. Other domestic animals included
donkeys and mules, which were bred for
rransportation, and pigs, which were raised
for meat. In their market gardens, people
grew fruit—notably figs—and vegetables
such as peas, onions, cabbages, and lentils.

INDUSTRY

Ihe bustling activity in the agora testified to
¢ variety of industries and craftspeople in
cient Greece. These enterprises first began
s small, private workshops of independent
wnrers, assisted by family or slaves. All
states, for example, had their own
rs, metalworkers, Weavers, and shoe-
s These craftspeople handed down
expertise to family members from
ition to generation. Within 2 work-
), apprentices worked with the mgﬁter
werson and other assistants, practising
ide until they were prepared to set.up
eir own. The purposeé of these work-
vas to produce goods for the people

in the same city-state.
s the city-states grew in size, industry
ed 'l‘hcl larger populations created a
{ for new food sources, and people
o manufacture goods that could be

GREECE: SOCIETY AND CULTURE

traded or exchanged for food. In many city-
states, industry became more specialized and
more regulated. Corinth, for example, was
noted for metalwork. Miletus was known for
woollen textiles and furniture. Megara was
renowned for fine cloaks, and Athens became
famous for fine painted pottery.

Workers involved in specialized crafts
sometimes joined together in guilds or asso-
ciations. They practised common religious
rites and lived near each other in a separate
quarter of the town. The metalworkers of
Athens, for example, lived near the Temple of
Hephaestos, god of smiths.

Two of the larger industries that devel-
oped in ancient Greece were mining and
stone quarrying. The most common building
material that the Greeks quarried on a large
scale was limestone. They mined gold mainly
at Mount Pangaeus in Thrace, and silver at
Laurium in southeast Attica. The finest
stones quarried were the marbles of Mount
Pentelicus near Athens. The city-states often
controlled mining operations, but sometimes
they leased pits to private citizens. For exam-
ple, Athens leased the silver mines at
Laurium to a private operator.

Slaves working in the mines suffered
appalling conditions. The shafts were ex-
tremely narrow, and the underground
passages were so low that the slaves had to
work on all fours or on their backs. They
used hammers, chisels, and picks to hack at
the rock. Oil lamps provided the only light
and inadequate ventilation shafts brought in
little fresh air. Here and there, pillars of rock
were left to prop up the pits and reduce the
chance of the roof collapsing—a constant
danger.
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INNOVATIONS

| Athenian Pottery: The At of Everyday Life

In what ways did the design of pottery change through-
out the history of ancient Greece? What made Athenian
pottery so distinctive? Why is ancient Athenian pottery

important historically?

The artisans of the ancient
Greek city-states produced
pottery in all shapes and
sizes. Most of it was intended
for everyday use and
included drinking cups,
mixing bowls, and oiljars,
Although all of the city-states
produced their own pottery,
Corinth and Athens were
among the most important

- centres, exporting their
wares to foreign markets.
After the sixth century BCE,
Athens became the dominant
manufacturer.

Mainland Greek pottery
dating from the late Dark Ages was simple, yet pleasing
to the eye. The potters decorated the vessels with :
u‘bslmcl patterns of lines, circles, and bands of coloyy
This st:vlv is now referred to as “geometric,” Even when
lI}u artisans began to represent human figures in the
eighth century BCE, they portrayed them in the
geometrical, abstract way,

The pottery il]\‘ll{.\‘(l‘_\ flourished in Athens because
extensive beds of fine potte

Figure
Early geometric-designed vase
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outside supporting a low-peaked roof. A
triangular piece was set in at the front and
back above the columns, under the peak.
This design is sometimes called post-and-
lintel construction, because the vertical walls
of columns (posts) held up the horizontal
beams of the roof (lintels) at right angles.
The Greeks did not use the arch in their
buildings.

The columns that supported the weight
of the structure were fluted with grooves so
that they would look more pleasing when
caught by the light. On the top of each
column was a capital, a decorative crown
that helped to support the weight of the roof.
There were three different designs that
reflected the three main styles of Greek
architecture: Doric, Tonic, and Corinthian.

Symmetry and proportion were key prin-
ciples in Greek architectural design. Ideally,
that is, if you divided a symmetrical design

ﬂ w{m half with an imaginary line, each half

would appear to be the same as the other. In

Figure 7-16
The Laocoon





image24.jpeg
THE MEDITERRA NEAN WORLD

T L 1.
/ rieze
J}Fn

/ .

} Archit "

}Capizal :
Parthenon.
( Tonic Capital Shaft
\ The lonic capital
| curled out on eitber
; side in volules like a
:‘ pair of ram’s horns. Doric Tonic Corinthian
| Corinthian Capital ) “ ; ]
The laler Corinthian a proportional design, each part of the struc- 16 m high, the width at the top®
style was rich and ture would also stand in pleasing relation to ~ seven-eighths of the width at the
ornafe. The capital the next. If a column was between 6 m and The decorated area between tf
was carved 0 9 m high, for example, its width at the 0 ¢ 4
et i ot 1], e Irl i il top the L(J?ll]]]ﬂ and the roof, often
i would be six-sevenths of its width at the stone, is the frieze. In an lonic ef
bottom. If the column was between 12 m and frieze might run continuously an
Figure 7-18
The Acropolis of
Athens

e ‘M.&

1 -
g ‘;ﬁ/f/1fwl JI1IILD)




image25.jpeg
Work undersway on the Partbenon

As 1 result, a team led by Manolis Korres and fellow
antiquities experts has been working since 1986 to
restore the Acrapolis. The cost of restoration, estimated
at close to $15 million, will be shared by the Greek
government and the European Union. The total project
will take more than ten years.

The team has stabilized the rock on which the entire
Acropolis stands, and has reinforced the ruins with tita-
nium rods. A protective roof made of thin metal may be
added over some of the more delicate structures, and
some fragile sculptures may be removed to museums
and replaced with copies. Dislodged stones will be
repositioned only if their original placement is obvious.
Alsa, any stones that the members of the team add now
can be taken off later if they find moare original material
or they change their minds. It is estimated that, before
the restoration is completed, the team will have exam-
ined, discussed, and catalogued 70 000 pieces of the
Acropolis that lie scattered among the ruins.

slab was decorated with three carved
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THROUGH THEIR EYES

omer’s Odyssey

Homer's second epic poem, the Odyssey, is about the
wanderings of Odysseus as he makes his way home after
the Greek Wwars against Troy. Odysseus may have repre-
sented the travellers of Homer’s times. With its fantastic
adventures in foreign lands and its remarkable charac-
ters. the Od)yssey captured the imagination of the Greeks.

On his homeward journey, Odysseus and his crey visit
the land of the Cyclopes. One of these one-eved giants
imprisons Odysseus and his crew in a cave and proceeds

10 eat the sailors, two at a time, for breakfast and
supper. But the resourceful Odysseus
and has it ready one night when the

Homer recounts the hero’s
excerpt from the Odyssey.
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The fable is another literary form that
associate with ancient Greece. Fables are
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drama compelitions. Greek theatre was an
outdoor event. The site chosen for the con-
struction of a theatre offered a sloping area
where a natural auditotium could be built.
The slope allowed for banked tiers of audi-
ence seats, an orchestra, and a stage. Among
the more famous Greek theatres were the
theatre of Dionysus on the southern slope of
the Acropolis, the theatre at Delphi, and the
theatre at Epidauros in the Peloponnese,
which was possibly the finest of all. \
The circular area in the centre of the
theatre was called the orchestra, a Greek

- word meaning dancing place. It was given }
‘this name because the 15 members of the

Greek chorus recited and danced in this area
during the performance of the play. Behind
the orchestra was the stage, and behind the
* stage either a building or a tent where the
a(;tors changed and \\here propernes were

Figure 7-20
The theatre at
Epidauros
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THROUGH THEIR EYES

A Scene from 7he Bcclesiazusae

The comedy The Ecclesiazusae (Women In Parliament)
is one of eleven surviving plays of Aristophanes. It was
produced in 393 BCE, at a time when Athens was in
decline. The play tells of how the women of Athens, led
by Praxagora, go to the assembly. In the scene that
follows, Praxagora and the women are rehearsing what
they will say in the assembly.

What complaints do Praxagora and the women have
about the governing of Athens? What changes in Athens
are being suggested by Praxagora? How would her
suggestions be viewed in Canada today? Explain,

PRAXAGORA: ... Iama citizen as deeply involpeqd
Asany of you in this our country’s fate,

And L am sadly stricken to behold

The darkness burrying over our state.
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The Hypocrites became the leading actor
in the play. Eventually, a second and third
actor were added, but productions never em-
ployed more than two or three performers,
Playwrights wrote their dramas so that the
leading actor never assumed more than one
role; the other two actors portrayed all other
characters. Actors wore masks made of linen,
cork, or wood with highly exaggerated fea-
ures, designed to be seen from the back of the
theatre. When a performer switched masks,
the audience knew that he was changing roles.

The tragedians Aeschylus, Sophocles,
and Euripides, and the comedic playwright
\ristophanes, were among the most famous
Greek dramatists. Although each was a
prolific writer, only a small number of their
collected works survive today. Aeschylus
(525 BCE—456 BCE) wrote about murder,
revenge, divine justice, and the relation-
ships between humans and gods. Sophocles
(496 BCE—406 BCE) chose moral and reli-
gious beliefs as his themes, and considered
how destiny affected the lives of individuals.

GREECE: SOCIETY AND CULTURE

Euripides (480 BCE—406 BCE) wrote of every-
day life, and questioned the moral and
religious beliefs of his contemporaries. In
Medea and The Trojan Women, for exam-
ple, he expressed sympathy for women. In
their comedies, playwrights such as Aris-
tophanes ridiculed people, ideas, and social
customs.

One of the most significant events in
Athens was the drama competition held in
March called the City of Dionysia, dedicated
to Dionysus. The four-day event opened with
a procession, followed by sacrifices to the god
at an altar set up in the middle of the or-
chestra. On each of the next three days, the
playwrights selected for the competition pre-
sented their works.

Most citizens attended and came prepared
to view several plays at a sitting, sometimes
for ten hours a day. Most of the presentations
were tragedies, but each day ended with a
comedy. A panel of ten citizens judged the
competition. At the end of the fourth day, a
winner was determined by a vote.

REFLECT AND ANALYZE

How did sculpture evolve over the history of ancient Greece? In your answer, refer
specifically to the photographs of sculptures on pages 182 and 183.

What were the main features of Greek temple design? Find examples of these
iwchitectural features in buildings from your local community, and create a port-
folio with captioned photographs n?ﬂng the similarities.

Write and stage a short Greek drama using chorus and masks. Choose a theme for:
our comedy or tragedy from ancient Greek life, such as the role of women or the

death of a heros

Choose a modern movie, play, or television program and write a report on how it

compares with ancient Greek drama:
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THE SCIENCES
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How can people find happiness? What makes
Some actions good and others bad? Is it better
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yourself these questions, then you have
ventured in the world of philosopby.
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of Plato’s main interests was politics. His
book 7he Republic, which explores the ideal
state or government, was the first book ever
written on political science. Plato believed
that a state could only achieve the good of all
if every citizen adhered to the four basic
virtues of truth, wisdom, courage, and
moderation. In 388 BCE, Plato established
the school called the Academy where he
taught philosophy and science.

Aristotle (384 BCE—323 BCE) was a pupil
of Plato’s. For seven years he served in
Macedonia as tutor to Alexander the Great.

In 323 BCE, he established his own school
called the Lyceum.

Although he was interested in the tradi-
tional areas of philosophy, Aristotle’s primary
interest was in biology. Rather than focusing
on the ideal, as Plato had, Aristotle turned
his attention to the observable world around
him. He collected extensive samples of plants
and animals, and began to classify them
according to their characteristics, from the
simplest to the most complex forms. His
system of investigation is the basis of modern
biology

Aristotle also contributed to the field of
science in another area. He built on the work
[ an earlier Greek scientist, Thales of
\liletus (636 BCE—546 BCE), who had devel-
oped the first two steps in what we know
ay as the scientific method. Thales had

itified collecting information as the first
in the scientific method. The second step

) develop a hypothesis or possible expla-

i based on the information collected.

otle added the third step, the idea of test-

1e hypothesis to see if it is correct. His
nd interests extended into the fields

T

of physics, astronomy, psychology, and meta-
physics.

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics was widely studied and taught
in ancient Greece. As well as a noted scien-
tist, Thales of Miletus was one of the first
mathematicians. He discovered five geomet-
ric theorems, including the theorem that the
angles at the base of an isosceles triangle are
equal. His knowledge of geometry helped to
improve navigation.

Perhaps the most famous Greek mathe-
matician of all was Pythagoras of Samos
(582 BCE-500 BCE). Pythagoras studied the
pattern of numbers, often by laying out
pebbles on the sand. He worked out many
different mathematical principles, including
the intervals in a musical scale. But his most
famous theorem concerned the right-angled
triangle. He proved that where ACB is a right
angle, the side AB squared equals the sum of
AC squared and CB squared.

Several important mathematicians are
associated with the Hellenistic Age as well.
Euclid (365 BCE—300 BCE), the most famous,
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measurement of time. They knew, for exam-
ple, that the earth was round and that the
moon travelled around it. Aristarchus (310
5cE-230 BCE) formulated the view that the
sun was the centre of the universe, not the
carth, and that the earth travelled around
the sun.

Greek astronomers came remarkably
close in their reckoning of the length of the
solar year. They calculated it to be 365 days,
3 hours, 55 minutes, and 12 seconds—only
6 minutes and 26 seconds longer than the
true length. The astronomer Hipparchus
(165 BCE—125 BCE) calculated that the moon

L.

good definitio
your experil

JOKING BACK

ah the ancient Greeks were few in
and their city-states small when
red to the mighty empires of Persia
L, they had a profound influence on

took 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes, and 2.5
seconds to travel around the earth. He was
less than a second out in his calculations.

The Greeks developgd a luni-solar calen-
dar that contained 354 days of 12 lunar
months. Each month began with the new
moon. To keep the calendar in agreement
with the seasons, the Greeks added an extra
month three times during every eight-year
cycle. Therefore, three out of every eight
years contained 13 months. In 432 BCE, the
Athenians made another modification,
adopting a system that added an extra month
to seven of the years in a 19-year cycle.

the development of later European civiliza-
tions. The Europeans considered ancient
Greece the source of advanced civilization in
the western world.

Western civilization has been built upon
many of the important ideas, beliefs, and

el
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artistic techniques that the Greeks created
and developed. Much of contemporary
science, for example, stems from the efforts
of the Greek philosophers to find order in the
natural world and to develop human reason.
The study of philosophy in colleges and
universities often begins with the work of
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. Greek sculp-
ture and literature remain a standard of
excellence,

The ancient Greeks were the first civi-
lization to emphasize the rights of the indi-
vidual and to value individual freedom.
Many people believe that this was their most
important contribution of all. The Greeks did

1ot view people as mere instr
gods, but as intelligent being
::rcut achievements. Over th
beuple have turned to the writ
ancient Greeks to help them work
ways to organize society. The
democracy lies at the heart of mo
systems in Western society today, -

Within the Mediterranear
Hellenistic civilization built on
ments of Greek civilization,
elements of Middle Eastern cult
west. It also created the environme
rise of an even more influen
tion—Rome.
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Hesiod, a Greek writer who lived in Boetia in
the eighth century BCE, recorded this account
of ereation and the birth of the Greek gods.
The ancient Greeks developed a vast and
fascinating body of mythology (o answer
questions about their origins and to explain
the nature of thejr world. How would you
describe the behaviour of the gods in this
creation myth? How does the myth explain
the origins of the earth and human beings?
How does it reflect aspects of human life 4nq
basic human emotions?
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God of war

HEPHAESTOS
ARES

Outside the Olympian circle, two impor-
tant gods were Hu'd_es. the brother of Zeus and
god of the underworld, and Dionysus, a late
wrivalin Greece who became the god of wine
and drama. At festivals of Dionysus, which

GREECE: SOCIETY AND CULTURI

were often riotous affairs, people drank wine,
dressed in costumes, and staged dramatic
performances

The ancient Greek pantheon included
other lesser deities as well. For example, the
people believed in the Muses, the Fates, and
the Furies. The Muses, associated with the
god Apollo, inspired artists, writers, and
musicians. The Fates, three female deities,
controlled the destinies of human beings. The
Furies, born from the spilled blood of Uranus,
enforced family law and avenged those who
were killed by family members. Other lesser

THROUGH THEIR EYES
The Myth of Prometheus

lTow does the Greek myth of Prometheus portray the
interaction of the gods with one another and with
mortals? What questions about the origins and nature of
human civilization does the myth attempt to answer?

The Greek poet Hesiod represents Prometheus as a
roublemaker and a trickster. The Greek dramatist
\eschylus, in his Prometheus Bound, represents him as
a tragic hero and a champion of humanity. After you
read the story of Prometheus, decide which view is
closer to your own. Why?

Prometheus was a member of the earliest race of gods
called the Titans. During the war between the Titans and
the Olympians, Prometheus did not join his siblings’
rebellion, but he was also not ready to submit to
Olympian laws. When the Olympians were victorious,
Prometheus tricked Zeus during a sacrifice of a bull. In
one half of the hide, Prometheus hid the bones of the
bull under a rich layer of fat, In the other half, he hid
the meat under the entrails. Then Prometheus had Zeus
choose between the two halves. The one that Zeus did
10t choose would be given to humankind. Zeus chose
the half with the fat, but then looked closer and real-

ized that Prometheus had tricked him. The Olympian
flew into a rage and, in revenge against Prometheus and
humankind, deprived the earth of fire.

To help mortals, Prometheus stole fire from the gods
and returned it to earth once again, along with all art
and civilization. The theft enraged Zeus so much that he
considered how to punish Prometheus and humankind
even more severely.

To punish mortals, Zeus created Pandora, the first
woman of earth, and sent her down with a small casket
to Epimetheus, the young brother of Prometheus.
Although Prometheus warned his brother against
Pandora, Epimetheus was enchanted and married her
anyway. Pandora then opened the lid of the small casket
and released evil, hard work, and disease into the
world. Only hope was left inside, under the lid, as
consolation. )

To punish Prometheus, Zeus bound him to a remote
peak in the Caucasus Mountains. He then sent an eagle
to devour the Titan’s liver every day. Every night, the
liver grew back. Prometheus suffered this punishment
for many centuries until the hero Heracles killed the
eagle and set him free.
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the priestess in a veil of mystery. She sat very
still, seemingly in a trance.

Croesus posed his question. “Oh God
Apollo, T humbly beseech your advice. Would
it be wise for Lydia to attack Persia?”

The Pythia remained still for some time
and then began to utter unintelligible
responses. Only the priests of the temple
could interpret these words from Apollo.

The priests presented Croesus with the
god’s answer. “The god Apollo has spoken,”
they said. “If you cross a river, you will de-
stroy a great empire.”

Croesus left Delphi full of confidence,
ready to attack the Persian army. Apollo had
spoken. Unluckily for the king of Lydia, he
had misunderstood the oracle. After he
crossed the river, he lost the battle with Cyrus
and his own empire was destroyed.

THEN AND Now

The (')l)'mpig(}:uncs

GREECE: SOCIE

The ancient Greeks also believed in
omens, curses, and superstitions. For exam-
ple, they often considered a thunderstorm,
an earthquake, an eclipse—any rare natural
occurrence—as a sign of good or bad luck.
When misfortune befell a person, his or her
first concern was often to find out which god
had been offended. When people were about
to drink a cup of wine, they would usually
first pour a few drops on the floor as a liba-
tion to a particular god. The ancient Greeks
also believed profoundly in the significance
of dreams and the mystical power of charms.

" Festivals of all kinds were held fre-
quently across Greece to honour the ‘gods.
They often involved sacred processions, reli-
gious ceremonies, carnivals, dancing and
singing, and feasting and drinking. Com-
petitions played an important part in festi-

According to Greek mythology, how did the Olympic
Games originate? What was their purpose? How do the
ancient Olympic Games compare to the modern Olympic
Games?

Oenomaus, the king of Olympia, had a beautiful daugh-

| ter, Hippodamia. Any man who wanted to marry her had
to compete in a chariot race with the king, who was the
best charioteer in the land. If the young man was able
to defeat the king, he would be allowed to marry the
princess. If he lost the race, he would be put to death.
Many men had tried to defeat Oenomaus, but all had
lost their lives.

Pelops, the grandson of Zeus, wanted to marry
Hippodamia and so he challenged Oenomaus to a race.
With the help of the gods, he defeated and killed the
king and made Hippodamia his wife.

To remember his victory, he ordered that athletic games
be held every four years at Olympia in honour of Zeus.

The Ancient Games ;

The greatest festival in ancient Greece, open to all city-
states, was the Olympic Games. Held every four years
between 776 BCE and 396 CE, the games lasted five days
and were part of a celebration to honour Zeus at
Olympia, his most famous shrine.

Every fourth spring, heralds went out to the city-states,
summoning the people to the Olympic festival. A sacred
truce allowed the games to continue even in times of
political crisis. All travellers to Olympia were guaranteed
safe passage, regardless of conflicts or wars among the
different city-states.

Only free-horn Greek men and boys could enter the
games. Women were not allowed to compete, and married
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women were banned from watching, under penalty of death.
Competitors arrived at Olympia at least a month beffxr.e the
games, reported to the officials, and began their training.

The Program at Olympia

Day 1 Sacrifices, oaths, checking of athletes
Day 2

Morning:

Afternoon:

Equestrian events
The Pentathlon, a combined test in five
events: quoits (a game in which the player
throws a ring of stone or metal at a peg),
sprint, wrestling, long jump, and javelin.
Day 3
Morning:
Afternoon:
Day 4
Morning:
Afternoon:
Day 5

Religious observances
Boys® events

Track events
Wrestling, boxing, race in armour
Banquet and sacrifices

On the final day, the stewards of the games proclaimed
the winners and crowned them with a wreath of wild olive,
cut from a sacred tree growing in the sanctuary. The victor
often received a financial reward of some kind when he
returned in triumph to his home polis. Sometimes he was
| allowed to marry the woman of his choice, perhaps some-
one from an important family with a large dowry. In other
instances, Olympic heroes were freed from future taxes.

f
r

| The modern Olympic Games began in 1896 and have been

The Modern Olympic Games

held every four ye

s since, except for once during World

| War I'and twice during World War I1. The spirit behind the
modern games is much the same as itwas in ancient
Greece. The goal is to foster the development of a sound
mind in a sound body and, on a grander scale, promote
8ood relations among nations of the world. At times,
however, the games have been the centre of political
controversy and tragedy. At Munich, Germany, in 1972,
Israeli athletes were murdered in the 0!)‘n1[>fc village by

ter s. In 1980, 62 nations boveotted the g;unc§ in

W10 protest the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.
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i ames used t0
ummer and winter game g
1924. The sum oo oad

the same year, but after 2 e
h ‘.\rc now held two years 4 P
they ¢

ames. Cities of the:
it of the g.ullt.\. 5 ¥
the permanent ROS! ional Olympic Commit{es

: apply to the Internd ¥ .
-n ‘*“l‘m‘:l:p\\"ell in advance of @ p-.lruullafr l?;:nllg ;
e ~cessfully, a city must have the fu \ g
beauied fclt ¢ en compete inten:

i jes. Cities oft
equired facilities. Ci P
Il":(l position of host because the games give th

v 1 ous boost.
economy an enorm : P
The modern games feature many more events

original games, and new events are s}ill sometimes
added. The summer Olympic Games m‘fh_’de 3
boxing, canoeing, cycling, horseback riding, f G
field hockey, gymnastics, handball, judo, rowing, §
ing, and soccer—to name only some of the spo
main track and field event is the Decathlon, which
from the Greek words deka (ten) and athlon(cont
The athletes compete in ten different events invol
running, jumping, and throwing. In the modern §
Pentathlon (penta means five), the athletes compete
fencing, riding, running, shooting, and vimming.
Another famous event is the marathon race, which
created to honour the Greek runner, Pheidippides.
.Thc. Winter Olympics include such events as bobsled
:{lllgk;»lk‘;lhl)fkt’_\. luge, s ating, skiing, lobuggmin& A
he Biathlon (an event ¢ inine eracin
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