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Comprehension Questions: Chapters 5 & 6 
 

1. At five-thirty in the morning Alfred is up to start training. With whom does he 

first confide his intentions? 

 

 

 

2. Lou Epstein tells Alfred that the police have James in jail for the weekend. 

What will they do with him? 

 

 

 

3. Why does Henry stop by the store? 

 

 

 

4. Alfred discovers that he will have to pay for the use of the gym. What are the 

rates? 

 

 

 

5. Who is the first person that Alfred meets in the gym? 

 

 

 

6. The boys in the gym help each other. What does Denny show Alfred? 

 

 

 

7. How will sit-ups condition him? 

 

 

 

8. Why does Bud use Vaseline on Willie’s face? 

 

 

 



Name:_________________  The Contender 

©TTEP—N39/The classroom teacher may reproduce copies of materials in this book for classroom use only. 
 

8 

9. Bud is very strict about the rules. How does he resolve the altercation with 

Red? 

 

 

 

10. What does Henry have for Alfred? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


