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Lindsey Gallant (left) and Rachel Barry (right) accept the Potato Barrel Classic championship barrel from tournament co-president Paula
Walton.
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The girls on the Miramichi Valley Pulamoo seem to enjoy Carleton County hospitality.

By capturing the Potato Barrel Classic girls basketball banner in Florenceville-Bristol on Saturday, the
Pulamoo grabbed their second prestigious banner from Carleton County schools in less than a week.

Pulamoo capture
tournament
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The girls beat the Saint John High Greyhounds in the finals, and head coach Matthew Sweezey said player
of the game went to first year guard Hayley Somers. Senior, Lindsey Gallant, was named MVP of the
tournament and fellow senior, Rachel Barry, was named a tournament All Star.

“This tournament win was truly a team effort and it was awesome to see the individual and team growth that
took place over the weekend,” he said.

Five days after edging the Woodstock Thunder in double overtime in the Thunder Valley Classic girls’ final,
Miramichi Valley downed the Saint John Greyhounds 59-52 Saturday in the 19th annual Potato Barrel
Classic girls’ championship at Carleton North High School in Florenceville-Bristol.

Miramichi’s player of the game, Hayley Sommers, scored 12 points to lead the Pulamoo’s charge, while
Drew Blackmore recorded 11. Lindsey Gallant got eight points and was named girls tournament MVP.

Megan Stewart had nine points for the runners-up and took home defensive honours at the Potato Barrel
closing ceremonies following Saturday’s girls and boys championships at Carleton North. Sophie Leonard
scored eight and was named player of the game for Saint John, while Kaitlyn James had seven points.

Saturday’s final didn’t prove to be a cakewalk for the Pulamoo or the Greyhounds, who looked evenly
matched. Saint John stayed within 10 points in the opening quarter and only trailed by two with just under
three minutes to play.

The Greyhounds took the lead with 49 seconds left on the clock, but Miramichi closed the quarter with a
tight 15-14 edge.

Neither team could run away with the contest as halftime approached. Saint John tied it at 18 about three
minutes in, but Miramichi kept applying pressure to regain the lead and go ahead, though the Greyhounds
limited the deficit to nine.

The Pulamoo had a 30-23 advantage after 20. Despite maintaining a seven-point cushion into the third, they
didn’t gain any traction over the Greyhounds until there was just over five minutes left of the frame, when a
successful free throw gave them a 40-29 lead.

The Greyhounds started pushing back and were within 10 again with just under four minutes to play. They
trailed by six points late in the final minute of the third.

For some fans, it may have looked like the Greyhounds would do to the Pulamoo, what the Miramichi Valley
girls did to host Woodstock Thunder just five days earlier when they rebounded late and beat the Thunder in
overtime to capture the Thunder Classic.

Some more free throw success brought the Greyhounds within three points once again in the last 10
seconds of the third, but the Pulamoo weren’t willing to let the game slip away before their eyes. The contest
stayed close for the first five minutes of the fourth until Miramichi went up 52-45 with 4:47 to go and they
didn’t look back.

The Pulamoo advanced to the final with another close semifinal victory, a 46-37 win over the John Caldwell
Knights from Grand Falls.



The Greyhounds’ run to the final included a 72-64 upset of the Thunder, who downed the Knights 62-46 to
take home third place.

The Potato Barrel hosts, the Carleton North Stars, edged the Southern Victoria Vikings from Perth-Andover
41-40 in the girls’ fifth place game Saturday morning at Carleton North.

In the girls’ round robin, the Thunder beat Southern Victoria 70-54, the Knights edged the Stars 47-43, the
Pulamoo downed Woodstock 61-42 and the Greyhounds beat Carleton North 62-46.

Miramichi won 64-36 over the Vikings, and the Greyhounds defeated the Knights 74-47.

Gallant, Leonard, Woodstock’s Kyla Carr, John Caldwell’s Kaylyn Toner and Carleton North’s Maria Oakes
were named to the tournament varsity girls’ all-star team at Saturday’s closing ceremonies.

The Knights took home sportsmanship honours for the varsity girls division.

Six varsity girls’ teams from around New Brunswick took part in this year’s tournament. Games were played
at Carleton North and at Centreville Community School.
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