The Pearl 

Essay Topics
As part of this novel study you will be expected to complete an essay on one of the following topics. This essay is designed to both help you understand the text in a richer context as well as to strengthen your writing skills. As always, this essay is to be written in proper MLA format and all guidelines are expected to be met.

Topics:

1) Discuss the use of “songs” in this novel. Some questions you should answer are: What is the purpose of the songs? How do the songs affect the story? When are the songs present? Do you like the use of the songs?

2) Discuss the use of symbolism in this novella. You should include at least three symbols with a detailed explantation of what they are symbolizing and the significance of this symbolism.

3) Compare the description of the village at the beginning of chapter 2 to a place from Miramichi. You should consider the geographical layout of the two places, the economic construct of the peoples, and the socio-economic system of both.

4) What is greed? Define the term greed in your own words and use examples of greed from the novel to support your claim. You should also address the effects greed has on society, both in the novel and in your own.

5) Discuss “The Pearl” as a commentary on colonialism. In this essay you should define colonialism and provide examples from historical texts and well as from The Pearl.

6) Why did we read this book? Justify the reason for reading this novella in class. What purposes did it have? You should consider reading and writing strategies, the purpose of reading literature, and pleasure from reading (if you believe that there is any involved).

Specifics:

Your essay should:

· Be 3-5 pages

· Double spaced

· On white paper

· Typed

· Spell checked

· Have proper titling

· Be on time

Dates:

Topic due date: Wednesday, December 1
Essay due date: Wednesday, December 15
Value: 50 Marks
