Poetry Terms

Grade 9 English

· alliteration: the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words (Sally sold seashells down by the seashore)

· allusion: a brief reference to a person, event, or place, real or fictitious, or to a work of art (Millhouse on “The Simpsons” comparing himself to Romeo)
· apostrophe: when an absent person, an abstract concept, or an important object is directly addressed  (O sea, why are you so rough on the sailors?)
· assonance:  the repetition of vowel sounds but not consonant sounds (sweet feet sweep by sleeping geeks)
· blank verse: unrhymed lines of iambic pentameter (ie. Shakespearean plays)
· connotation: an implied meaning of a word (calling a child a “brat” or a woman a “chick” has a negative connotation)
· consonance: the repetition of consonant sounds anywhere in the words (“And the silken sad uncertain rustling of each purple curtain")
· denotation: the literal meaning of a word; the dictionary meaning.

· free verse: a kind of poetry that does not conform to any regular structure: the length of its lines is irregular, as is its use of rhyme, if any.

· hyperbole: exaggeration or overstatement (“I told you a million times!”)
· imagery: language that evokes one or all of the five senses: seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling, touching
· internal rhyme: rhyming within a line (I awoke to a black cat)
· irony: an implied difference between what is said and what is meant

-situational irony: When the opposite of what is expected happens (A stunt man risks death all day at work with no injury, but trips on the way home and breaks his leg)
-dramatic irony: when the audience knows something the characters don’t know (ie. watching “Punk’d)
-verbal irony: sarcasm (“Oh great. My car just got towed.”)

· metaphor: comparison of two unlike things using the verb "to be" (is, are, was, were...) and not using like or as. (life is a journey; time is a thief)
· onomatopoeia: a word that imitates the sound it represents (zing, zap, crash, buzz, boom)
· oxymoron: putting two contradictory words together (freezer burn, almost exactly, alone together, original copies)
· personification: giving non-human objects or creatures with human qualities (the car growled at me as I started it on the cold morning)
· repetition: to repeat a sound, word or phrase in order to make a point (The highwayman came riding, riding, riding up to the old in door)
· rhyme scheme: a pattern of end rhymes used in a poem.
Roses are red    A

Violets are blue B

Sugar is sweet  C

And so are you B
· parallel structure: two or more elements of equal importance expressed in poetry lines with grammatical likeness.

When I am young and swift

When I am old and slow
· simile: the comparison of two unlike things using like or as (He is as blind as a bat; the water was like glass)
· stanza: a grouping of lines in a poem
· symbolism: when an object is used to represent something else (an owl represents wisdom; a dove represents peace)
· theme: the general idea or insight about life that a writer wishes to express

· tone: the author or narrator’s attitude toward a subject revealed in the writing (the tone may be serious, formal, ironic, etc)
