English 123

Introduction Unit

Read “The Snob” by Morley Callaghan and answer the following questions:

1. Describe the setting of the story.

2. Who is the main character of the story?  Describe this character’s personality.

3. Why did John become anxious at the bookstore?

4. How is Grace’s family different from John’s family?

5. Describe John’s father.  List at least four points.

6. John called Grace a snob.  Who do you think was more of a snob, John or Grace?  Explain your answer.

7. Why did John feel guilty at the end of the story?

8. In your opinion, what is the main theme of the story? 

Read “My Old Newcastle” by David Adams Richards on page 218 of the Between the Lines 12 textbook.  

Answer the following questions:

1. What images do you associate with home?

2. Who is the author? (List five points.)

3. What does the title suggest about the author’s feelings about Newcastle?  (Consider the tone of the title … Why is it not “My Newcastle” or “Old Newcastle”?)

4. Richards writes, “We all saw movies that had nothing to do with us.”  Is this typical of your own experience?  Explain.

Read “Ten Commandments of How to Get Along with People”.  

Answer the following questions:

1. What do you think is the best piece of advice in this section, one that you might adopt as a personal resolution?  Explain why you chose that one.

2. What does the author mean by, “keep skid chains on your tongue”?
3. What is a piece of advice that you could add to the list?
4. Create a small, colorful poster displaying your piece of advice.
Read the poem “Desiderata” by Max Ehrmann on page 270 of the Between the Lines 12 textbook. 
1. Read the poem to yourself.  Then listen as it is read aloud.

2. In your opinion, what is the purpose of this poem?

3. Choose the piece of advice that you think you most need to use in your life at this moment.  Write a paragraph explaining what it is and why you chose it.
4. Listen to “Everybody’s Free (to Wear Sunscreen).  In a small group, analyze the similarities and differences between it and “Desiderata”.  In your analysis, take note of advice that is offered only in “Sunscreen”, only in “Desiderata”, and in both.

5. Report your findings to the class.

6. What advice would you give to grade nine students?

         *Dear Ann / Dear Abby Project 
Read “Grandfather” by Noah C. Augustine on page 374 of Between the Lines 12 textbook.  Answer the following questions:

1. List three facts about the poet.

2. Think of a favorite relative.  Write down some images that come to mind about that person.  

3. Interview an elder in your family or community.

4. Compose a short poem or short story about this person.  

