Coming of Age/ Loss of Innocence Theme 

What does this theme actually mean? 

As the novel progresses, Scout and Jem will learn many lessons and lose the childlike innocence that we see at the beginning of the novel.  In chapter 7, Jem begins to come of age and think about Boo in a much different way, while Scout is still young and cannot understand Boo's gifts.  Jem suspects that Boo is their "secret friend".  But when Nathan cements the knothole in the tree, Jem puts himself in Boo's shoes, and weeps once he "sees" that Boo is not permitted to befriend others.  Jem is "growing up".

Coming of age literally means to grow up.
EXAMPLES:

Chapter 2-  Scout tries to tell Miss Caroline that you can't give something to a Cunningham. Scout's explanation gets her into trouble. 

She wasn't trying to be insulting, but Miss Caroline mistook her frank and innocent explanation as "know it all behavior" or rudeness and punished her for it. Scout's perception of the world and her classmates is not yet marred by the social divisions that adults see.
Chapter 3: Scout insults Walter Cunningham at dinner. 

She's not doing it intentionally -- she's just curious because she's never seen people who eat that way. She's too young to understand the social graces of Southern hospitality that dictate that you always make people feel at home and welcome no matter how unusual their habits may be.
Chapter 5: Dill asked Scout to marry her more because she was one of the only girls he knew than because he loved her. 

They are too young to understand what marriage means or why people marry, so they just pretend as a way of feeling grown up.

Theme Tracking: On your theme tracking sheets, choose one or two quotes from chapters 6 and 7 to place in the coming of age theme boxes.
Coming of Age Writing Assignment

We know that Jem is coming to many realizations about Boo and this is part of him "coming of age".  At the end of the chapter, he is weeping.  Pretend you are Jem and complete ONE of the following:

-Write a letter to Boo explaining how you feel after the recent events.

OR
-Rewrite the scene where Jem retrieves his pants from the Radley fence from his point of view.
Your written piece should be 3/4 page to 1 page in length and is due_________.

