Nerve Impulses
· Polarized membrane has a positive charge on the outside of the cell membrane and a negative charge on the inside of the membrane
· A neurotransmitter (acetylcholine) causes sodium channels to open and inside the membrane becomes positively charged.  This is called depolarization

· Cholinesterase destroys acetylcholine which causes the sodium channels to close.

· The sodium potassium pump restores the resting membrane during repolarization or the refractory period.
