Learning Strategies 120 (September 2011-January 2012)

Mrs. A MacDonnell (Mrs. Mac)
English is about thinking critically: questioning the very fabric of society and that is what we will do.  Reading and writing critically, helps us make sense of the world that we live in and achieve success within this world.  Being able to express yourself by speaking well, as well as having the ability to listening attentively and critically, are lifelong valuable skills.

Valuable Reasons to Write:

1. Writing is hard, but “hard” is rewarding.

2. Writing helps you sort things out.

3. Writing helps to persuade others

4. Writing helps to fight oppression.

5. Writing makes you a better reader.

6. Writing makes you smarter.

7. Writing helps you get into and through post secondary education.

8. Writing prepares for you for the world of work.

Valuable Reasons to Read:

1. Reading is hard, but “hard” is necessary.  Hard is rewarding.

2. Reading builds a mature vocabulary.

3. Reading makes you a better writer.

4. Reading makes you smarter.

5. Reading prepares you for the world of work.

6. Reading well is financially rewarding.

7. Reading opens the door to post secondary and beyond.

8. Reading arms you against oppression.

This course will focus specifically on reading and writing strategies that will lead to more effective comprehension skills and communication skills.  Through the writing workshop model, we will examine model texts that will allow us to experiment and take risks with our writing.  We will also share our reading through discussions and book talks.  Reading strategies will be modeled and practiced throughout the semester.

Reading and writing will become a daily habit for everyone, hopefully to the point that it simply becomes part of a student’s life.  Students will experiment different genres of writing and reading.  I want students to be able to read like a writer and write like a reader.  Expect to read a minimum of two (2) hours a week as well as write everyday throughout the semester.  Reading will include novels, articles, poems, short stories, blogs etc.

Preparation for the ELPA will play a major role in this course.  
Writing we will examine and practice:

Narrative, Expository (Persuasive), Technical and more

Reading we will examine and practice:

Fiction, Non-Fiction, Blogs, Poetry, Websites and more
Students will be expected to hand in a written assignment approximately every 2 weeks.  
Materials Needed:

1
3 ring binder
1
Hard Covered Journal (Dollar Store)

Dictionary and Thesaurus

Pens and Pencils and Pencil Crayons
Please use my website to access homework, handouts, image galleries, and links related to the course.  To get to the website, go to http://mvhs.nbed.nb.ca, then to “Teacher Pages”, and then click on my name.  

If you have any questions or concerns about homework or assignments, you may email me at anno@nbed.nb.ca
