Sentence Combining

How Sentence Combining Works

Here's a simple example of how sentence combining works. Consider these three short sentences: 

· The dancer was not tall. 

· The dancer was not slender. 

· The dancer was extremely elegant.

Using conjunctions, we can combine these three short sentences.

· The dancer was not tall or slender, but she was extremely elegant.

· The dancer was neither tall nor slender but extremely elegant.

· Neither tall nor slender, the dancer was extremely elegant nonetheless.

1. A saxophone player stands on the sidewalk.
He stands there each afternoon.
He is in New York.
He is rather seedy.
He plays Danny Boy.

2. He plays in a sad way.
He plays in a sensitive way.
He soon has half the neighborhood peeking out of windows.
They toss nickels, dimes, and quarters at his feet.

3. Some of the coins roll under parked cars.
Most of them are caught in his hand.
His hand is outstretched.

4. The saxophone player is a street musician.
He is named Joe Gabler.

5. He has serenaded every block in New York City.
He has been serenading for the past thirty years.
He has sometimes been tossed as much as $100 a day.
This $100 is in coins.
6. He is also hit with buckets of water.
He is hit with beer cans.
The cans are empty.
He is chased by wild dogs.

7. He is believed to be the last of New York's ancient street musicians.*

**Notice that the seventh set contains just one sentence. Because most paragraphs are made up of both long and short sentences,
Create a paragraph out of the sentences above, combing where you feel it to be most effective.

