Writing Strategies Unit (Personal Narrative)

(4 weeks September 12-October 7th)
Our writing unit will take the form of a writing workshop, which means that students may travel through the writing process at different speeds.  Writing workshop will always begin with a quick write or a mini-lesson on grammar, writing techniques, the writing process, or issues concerning our current genre. You must have a hard cover writers notebook, which will be used for quick writes, journaling, prewriting, and drafting.  You may continue to use this notebook in Language Arts IV. 
This introductory unit will allow us to review some of the writing strategies that you have learned over the past few years (using the writing process, 6+1 Traits of Writing) in a writing workshop approach.  We all have a story to tell.  The more we live and the more experience we have allows us to look at memories and our own personal stories through different eyes.

Week 1:  We will explore different ideas, activities and model texts that will help activate memories and stories about you.  
Graded Assignment:  “I Am From” piece of writing:  Due September 16th    Value:  15
Week 2:  Quick writes, mini-lessons, model texts and writing workshop (Drafts started)
Graded assignment:  Quiz on sentence combining:  September 23rd     Value 10
Week 3: Quick writes, mini-lessons, model texts and writing workshop (Continue working on drafts)

Graded Assignment:  Quiz on comma splices, fused sentences, sentence fragments:  September 30th  Value 15

Graded Assignment:  Drafts due by Thursday (September 29th) at the latest:  Value 10

Week 4:  Quick writes, mini-lessons, model texts and writing workshop (Work on Final Copies of Personal Narrative)  
Graded assignment:  Quiz on possessive nouns and homonyms:  Value 15  October 7th  Value 15
Graded assignment:  Final Copy of Personal Narrative (typed):  Due October 5, 2011:  Value 30

