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Directions:
1. Demonstrate evidence of close reading.
2. Highlight your confusion.
3. Answer the two questions at the bottom of the page.
4. Write a one page reflection in your writer’s notebook.
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President Wyclef Jean? W @>’
The Haitian-American musician hopes to lead Haiti towards a

brighter future

By Jared T. Miller

In 2004, Wyclef Jean released Welcome to Haiti: Creole 101. The album included

5 a song, "President," where Jean painted a picture of poverty and what he would do
to fight it if he were elected president. \ex ot e
oy : ~ Souo O e ;\) »n Ia )

- \(\b Those song lyrics mlgl_lt come in handy, as would >~ W R . O‘ A \’\ c s
A EeA lessons in Creole—a kind of French that people in . Vi AN §> ’\é" g
/&(( N 2§ Haiti speak. Yesterday, in an interview with TIME . o Qv J} =
\eC, U NRN w% magazine, Jean announced that he was running for , B l! (c e “"3
AL g\( o Premdent of Haiti.
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For many of his fans, his announcement wasn't a ;
surprise. Jean has been active in raising money and g <
providing aid for Haiti, especially after this year’s
devastating earthquake. "If not for the earthquake, I
probably would have waited another 10 years
before doing this," Jean says. "The quake drove
home to me that Haiti can't wait another 10 years
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for us to bring it into the 21st century," he told _
TIME. The singer went on to discuss his ideas to CABALLERO—GETTY
help fix the Caribbean island-nation’s many IMAGES

problems.

Haitian Pride! Jean holds a Haitian flag at the
2010 Billboard Latin Music Awards.



From "Fugee" to Fundraiser

Jean was 9 years old when he moved from \ e lv ((, 7

Haiti to the United States where he was <\, Uyt

sometimes bullied for being Haitian. But <, ncons «

. he has stayed proud of his heritage and | o, =\ woa &3
often included it in his art. As a founding | ek ‘o

member of The Fugees, a hip-hop group -, ‘i

famous in the 1990s, and as a solo artist, G 7
SPEE,. i L he used both rhythms and lyrics that have b
THONY BELIZAIRE— their roots in Haitian culture and music.
AFP/GETTY IMAGES
Jean walks with children in 2008 in Port-au-Prince, Haiti Besides Starting G group, e
wearing a Yéle Haiti shirt. " founded Yéle Haiti in 2005. The
organization helped raise millions of
dollars for relief efforts in Haiti after the
January earthquake that killed 200,000 people and destroyed much of Port-au-
Prince, the nation’s capital. But he told TIME the experience of traveling to Haiti 9
to help with relief efforts inspired him to do more than raise money. X “*9§( -
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"I knew I'd have to take the next step," Jean said, adding that if putting his music C\{i" Sl G ¢
on hold was ever stopping him from running for president, "then everything I've N \09‘

been singing about, like equal rights, doesn't mean anything." e
If I Were President

Jean's campaign for the presidency of Haiti is expected to have a lot of popularity
among Haiti's young population, who Jean says "doesn’t believe in [its]
politicians anymore." His hopeful attitude for the future contributes to his plan to
modernize Haiti—something the country hasn’t been able to do because of its
history of poverty, violence, natural disasters and often dishonest leaders.
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But not everyone is welcoming to Jean. The country's powerful wealthy class LT oo € .
doesn't like the fact that he hasn't lived in Haiti since h€ was 9, although he only

needs to have lived there for 5 years to run for president. And_hwﬁ/\\ ! C&@e -

taking money from Yéle Haiti for his own projects recently JMthough he denied Csouf
~it, and said it was a mistake in keeping track of the donation money, it is an i Ct.) .
example of Jean's lack of leadershlp expenence i‘ = D
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Jean plans to officially announce his candidacy before the deadline on August 7.
And he hopes to use his fame and his ideas to improve the country of his birth.

"T want to be part of a different kind of celebrity," Jean told TIME. "One that
thinks not just about charity but policy."



What is the author’s purpose?
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Who is the intended audience?
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