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Quick Write
Write about the permanency of what we write on 
social media sites (facebook, Twitter, texting, 
etc.)
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Tuesday, April 9, 2013

1.  Discuss scenarios from yesterday
2.  Cyberbullying case study activity
3.  Presentations
4.  Homework:  Paragraph due Thursday
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Discussion:

Refer back to scenarios that 
were ranked 3, 4, 5. 

What action do you think 
should be taken for each?

Read the "Cyberbullying and 
the Law" fact sheet
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Cyberbullying Case Study 
Read case study as a class

Divide into groups and each group will be assigned a role.  Your group is responsible 
for looking at the case study from the perspective of your role.

• 1 Perpetrator 
• 2 Target
• 3  Parents of target
• 4  Bystanders (people who know the target and saw the website)
• 5  Teacher of perpetrator and target
• 6  Police

Make notes from your group discussion on your case study so that you are prepared to 
share your group's point of view with the class.
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Extra question for each group:

Scott: How can you defend your actions?

Colin: Was what you did cyberbullying as well?  If so, how can you accuse Scott?  If not, why not?

Colin's parents: What should school and civil authorities do about this case?  Why?

Other members of Scott's Facebook group: What can you do, and should you have done in this 
case?  Why?

Teacher: What can you do, and should you have done, in this case?

Police: Should criminal charges be laid in this case?  If so, which ones and why?  If not, prepare an 
explanation of why not for the target's parents.
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Write a reflective piece (1/2 page single spaced) on 1 of 
the following 3 questions:

1. Do you feel that the laws that currently apply to 
cyberbullying are adequate? Why or why not?

2. Should schools or Internet providers be required to actively 
block cyberbullying material?

3. Is criminal prosecution the best reaction to cyberbullying? 

Due Thursday, April 11th
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Attachments

Cyberbullying%20Case%20Study%20﴾Roles﴿[1].docx


Cyberbullying Case Study



 (What follows is a work of fiction. Any resemblance to real people, places or situations is purely coincidental.)



Scott, a Grade 9 student, transferred to a new school halfway through the semester. He had trouble making friends until he discovered the school’s Facebook network. Most of the other students on Facebook responded to his “friend” requests and he soon began to feel more included, and made friends with some of them at school as well.

After a while, though, Scott noticed that his friends list was shrinking as people removed him from their friends lists. He was puzzled by this at first until one of his offline friends told him that Colin, a Grade 11 student, had gotten angry at Scott because he had seen Scott talking to Linda, Colin’s ex-girlfriend. Colin had begun to pressure everyone he knew to remove Scott and Linda from their friends lists on Facebook, and to ignore them at school as well.

One afternoon in the computer lab, Scott got more and more angry at Colin and his friends. Since he had finished his work for the period, he decided to start a Facebook group called “Why I Hate Colin,” and he invited everyone still on his friends list to join it. It turned out that there were quite a few people at the school who did not like Colin and his friends, and Scott’s group grew quickly. Whenever the message traffic on the group slowed, Scott would try to boost it by posting some shocking accusation about Colin, such as suggesting that he had cheated on Linda or that he had hit her when they were dating (Linda was not involved in the group, and had never said any such thing).

Soon other members of the group started to make their own accusations and suggestions about Colin, some even saying that Colin should have water balloons thrown at him when he went up the main stairway. Scott responded to that suggestion, saying rocks should be thrown instead.

After a few weeks, one of Colin’s friends discovered the group and reported it to him. Colin told his parents and they decided to report it to the principal and keep him out of school until things had been worked out, as well as to report what Scott had done to the police.





 

Group Members: ____________________________________



Make notes and answer these questions in a group discussion on the case study so that you are prepared to share your group's point of view with the class tomorrow. 





General Questions

• Who is the perpetrator in this case? Who is the target?

• What acts of cyberbullying have happened in this case? How serious would you rank each one as being?



Group Questions

• Scott: How can you defend your actions?

• Colin: Was what you did cyberbullying as well? If so, how can you accuse Scott? If not, why not?

• Colin’s parents: What should school and civil authorities do about this case? Why?

• Other members of Scott’s Facebook group: What can you do, and should you have done, in this case? Why?

• Teacher: What can you do, and should you have done, in this case? Why?

• Police: Should criminal charges be laid in this case? If so, which ones and why? If not, prepare an explanation for the target’s parents as to why not.
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