	Persuasive Technique
	Example
	Why used (Purposes)

	Images or figurative language

Painting a word picture of a scene or action; using similes, metaphors, analogies, allusion, alliteration, personification
	
	If readers can visualise the problem through the writer’s words, they may be more likely to support his or her argument.

	Alliteration

Repetition of the first consonant sound in consecutive words.
	
	To draw attention or highlight.

	Appeal to history or tradition

Using evidence from history, shared beliefs and customs, to support argument.
	‘

	People are not very willing to change something that has existed for a very long time.

We are supposed to learn from our history.

	Emotive appeals
Aim to engage people’s feelings not logic.
	‘

	If the writer can manipulate the reader to feel a certain way, the reader should be more likely to agree with the writer’s overall contention.

	Appeals to logic or reason

Using logical-sounding arguments.

Predicting undesirable effects or logical consequences.
	
	Readers who regard themselves as logical thinkers might be attracted to this argument.

	Hyperbole

Using language that exaggerates the problem or situation.  Big statements.
	‘
	Often expressed in colourful or ‘over the top’ language.

Makes a dramatic impact on the reader, especially where time and space are limited.

	Rhetorical question

Using a question to which there is only one answer, or to which no answer is needed.
	‘

	Invites or challenges readers and listeners to agree with the argument.

Says to readers and listeners: ‘how could you possibly disagree?’

	Repetition

Repeating arguments, images, expert evidence, appeals, emotive language, big statements.
	
	Emphasises key parts of the argument, helps readers remember them, links sections of the argument.

	Humour – ridicule, irony, satire

Mocking opposing views; using humour to attack the logic of an argument.
	
	Encourages people to laugh at opponents and their arguments.

Can be an effective way of demonstrating the weakness of arguments.

	Use of statistics

Using the results of research.
	‘
	Provides impressive evidence that justifies the point of view or contention.

Readers are likely to regard statistics as objective evidence.

	Anecdotal evidence

Using evidence from events in one’s own life.
	
	Writers use these to make themselves appear more credible.  

	Expert opinion

Quote opinions of experts to correspond with the writer’s opinion.
	‘
	Experts are often called on to make one side seem stronger and more believable.

	Attacks

A version of playing the man not the ball. 

Attacks can belittle, embarrass or insult and opponent.
	‘
	Make your opposition seem less credible to make the reader more likely to agree with your side of the argument. 

	Inclusive language

Using words such as us, we, you, our.
	‘
	Aims to directly address the reader personally or as a member of a group.

	
	
	


