"The Highwayman" Analysis
Answer the following questions in your notes:

1. Choose to do one of the following:  Explain in detail the plot of the story OR draw a plot mountain diagram that touches on key parts of the story.
2.Why do you think the author gave Bess dark hair and dark eyes, associating her with the night?

3. Explain how the highwayman is an outlaw and a hero.

4. What is Tim's role in the lovers' fate?

5. How is the soldiers' behaviour ironic?

6. Focus on figurative language:


a. metaphor - How can a road be a "ribbon of moonlight"?  List two other metaphors in the ballad.


b. personification - Why do the hours seem to "crawl" for Bess in stanza ten?


c. simile - What would cause Bess's face to be "like a light" in stanza thirteen?


d. alliteration - In stanza three, why do you think the author chose to use the words "cobbles", "clattered", and "clashed"?
7. Why were the last two stanzas printed in italics?

8. Was Bess’s sacrifice worthwhile?  Why or why not?

7. What is the theme of this poem?  This should be a longer paragraph response that incorporates one to two quotes from the poem.

"The Highwayman" Analysis
(MODIFIED)

Answer the following questions in your notes:

1. Think about the storyline of the highwayman.  Fill in the following plot mountain diagram.




2.Do you think the highwayman is an outlaw or a hero?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. In what way is it Tim’s fault that the lovers died?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Focus on figurative language:


a. metaphor - How can a road be a "ribbon of moonlight"?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. personification - Why do the hours seem to "crawl" for Bess in stanza ten?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Do you feel that this poem has a happy ending or a sad ending?  Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Note-Taking Sheet for “The Highwayman”
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