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While watching the video...
1) make a list of environmental issues presented in the video.
r?

2) decide what point of view best suits the Lorax? the Oncele

Let's discuss YOUR list!


http://safeshare.tv/w/ZAyGVsqpkl
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COMPARE YOUR LIST TO MINE...
Important issues found in The Lorax:

 urbanization
* habitat destruction
» environmental refugees
deforestation- clear cuttillg)
* industrialization - smog and health implications
-@c-)llution - air and water
» “environmental/ecological restoration
e ecosystem services - forest soil prevents erosion
» food chain association
 tragedy of the commons - "if I don't do it someone else will"
* sustainable yield
e conservation/multiple uses
 Dbiodiversity - impacts of urbanization
 externalities
e environmental degradation - littering
» stewardship
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KEY TERMS . %Unit 1 Key Terms.doc

» urbanization - process in which an increasing proportion of an entire population
lives in cities or suburbs of cities, areas of population dense enough
that residents cannot grow their own food.

NOTE: urban refers to a city and/or densely populated area

» habitat destruction - caused by urban sprawl, forest destruction and agricultural practices.

NOTE: habitat refers to where a species grow, lives and reproduces.

»
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« environmental refugees - people forced to leave their homes because of
environmental factors such as drought, flooding and the
rise of sea levels.
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» ecological restoration - the process of assisting the recovery of an ecosystem that has been
degraded, damaged or destroyed.
» ecosystem services: - provide us with clean water and air
- pollinate our crops and disperse seeds
- protect us from extreme weather and ultraviolet light

- control pests and disease-carrying organisms

» sustainable yield - the taking of a biological resource that does not exceed the capacity of
the resource to reproduce and replace itself.

* biodiversity - the variety of living things in the natural world.

» externality - something that, while it does not monetarily affect the producer of a good, does
influence the standard of living of society as a whole.

Pollution is a very common negative externality.

A company that pollutes loses no money in doing so,
but society must pay heavily to take care of the
problem pollution caused.

e environmental degradation - the deterioration of the environment through depletion of
resources such as air, water and soil.

o stewardship - an attitude of active care and concern for natural lands.
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ACTIVITY...

1) On looseleaf, list any current environmental issues you are aware of.
2) Classify the issue as either: LOCAL / REGIONAL / GLOBAL

3) With a partner, circle any issues that are common

@ Local i) Regional @Global

[New Brunswick] [Canada] [World]
- deforestation - energy crisis - global warming
- recycling? - urbanization

- ozone depletion
habitat destruction -

- deforestation

ollution (mill
P (mill) - endangered species

water pollution
- droughts

endangered species (bees
- climate change

overfishing

- oil transportation
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LOCAL REGIONAL GLOBAL
- clearcutting ¢ pesticides

(deforestation)

- climate change

o ES { - frackin.g - sea level Y
- aqua.cu l‘J/e (w M| p?achlng - oil spills
- recyling oil sands - over population

- (shale gas/frackin -@m‘—AFC@ - pollution
(bass/salmon/de?) - extinction '/

- water pollution

DISCUSSION...

- ISSUES... 'Who, what, why, where and how'

- INTEREST??? Possible research project in line with theme of fisheries???
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Some current environmental issues...
Energy East Pipeline
S

Fish Farming...open vs closed contained
£ ]

;;Oil Transportation on Railways

Shale gas in NB
3

Striped Bass and Atlantic Salmon
3


http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/story/2013/02/01/nb-salmon-farm-group-against-land-farms.html
http://www.asf.ca/broaden-bass-fishing-to-save-salmon.html
http://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/latest-derailment-and-fire-fans-safety-concerns-posed-by-oil-by-rail-boom-1.1629757
http://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/swn-resources-welcome-to-return-to-n-b-says-premier-1.1581973
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/brian-gallant-energy-east-pipeline-1.3438534
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What's the Fuss About Fracking?
(Reading)

Development of Oil

and Natural Gas from Shale

a Animation of Hydraulic Fracturing (fracking)


http://safeshare.tv/w/BmnuShzsRB
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ARTICLE: 'What is the fuss about fracking?'

1 ) RE AD L %Article - What is the Fuss About Fracking.pdf

2) Com plete L %Worksheet - Weigh the pros and cons on fracking.pdf

3) D |SCU S S|On o %HOMEWORK - Crossword on Fracking.pdf

JUST TALK ABOUT IT

Consider the following quote:

“We want to know and track the changes that we see, because at this point we have anecdotal evidence from our land
users, and our elders and our trappers. But government and science don’t listen to us because we don’t have the rigorous
methods that they require to make a decision.” - Lana Lowe, Fort Nelson band lands director, on the band’s concerns
over the quantity of water withdrawn from local rivers and lakes for fracking and its demand that the government take
more precautions before awarding water licences to companies for natural gas fracking.

a) What is your understanding of the term ‘anecdotal’? Of the term ‘rigorous’?
b) Summarize the meaning of this quote using your own words.

¢) Respond to this quote. For what reasons do you sympathize with the speaker’s predicament? For what reasons are you
not sympathetic? Explain.

d) As you see it, what information should the government consider when making decisions about whether or not to grant
water licenses for fracking?



Attachments

Article - Genetically Modified Salmon.pdf

Unit 1 Key Terms.doc

Article - What is the Fuss About Fracking.pdf
Crossword - What is the Fuss About Fracking.pdf
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Worksheet - Weigh the pros and cons on fracking.pdf



Frankly franken-fish

Genetically modified salmon is growing in our backyard

Lo

Without public consultation,

by Mark Butler and Catharine Grant

In November 2013, the Canadian
government quietly approved the pro-
duction of genetically modified (GM)
Atlantic salmon eggs in a facility in Port
Fortune, P.E.I. The facility, owned by the
U.S. company AquaBounty, is growing
the GM salmon eggs and then shipping
them to Panama for “growing-out” until
the fish are big enough to go to market.

Genetic modificationisacontroversial
technology that splices the genes of one
species into another. It is different from
traditional breeding because it makes
changes at a molecular level across the
species and kingdom barriers. Genetic
modification has been hailed by some as
the technology that will enable us to feed
agrowingpopulation. Opponents believe
that the risks of this new technology —
both tohumans andthe environment—are

PAGE 16

the federal government granted approval to
fish in Prince Edward Island. Eggs containing the genes of salmon and po

too high. Those opponents also point to
the fact that we currently produce more
than enough food to feed the world, but
don’t prioritize equitable distribution.

AquaBounty’s Atlantic salmon —
named AquaAdvantage — contains ge-
netic material from Chinook salmon and
the Ocean pout (an eel-like marine fish).
They are designed to grow faster than
conventional farmed Atlantic salmon and
incolder water, and thus increase profits
for salmon farms. While the approval
granted by Environment Canada allows
for the growing-out of GM salmon on
Canadian soil, AquaBounty is sending
theeggs toits facilities in Panama, which
will distribute the grown fish across
North America if approved for human
consumption.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion is currently considering approval

a U.S. company.
ut are shipped to Panama to grow into adult fish.

s "'t'f‘»‘ &
AquaBounty, to produce a new species of

- (Raymond Plourde photos)

of GM salmon for human consumption
despite growing public opposition to the
fish. If approved, it will be the first GM
food animal to be sold on supermarket
shelves. Seventy-five organizations in
Canada have stated their opposition to
GM  fish, and approximately 60 U.S.
retailers have publicly promised to not
sell'GM salmon if it’s approved. The
state of California recently passed a
law prohibiting the development of GM
salmon for environmenta] reasons.

The outcry against Gy salmon in
Canadahas been provoked by two major
factors: the federal government failed to
consu_lt with Canadian citizeng before ap-
proving the development of GM salmon:
and the threats the technolg '
nature- ecosystems, ‘and w
stocks in particular.,

The decision to 4pprove GM salmon

RURAL DELIVERY

2y poses to
ild salmon

JANUARY—FEBRUARY 2015






for production came in the absence of
public consultation. In fact, Environ-
ment Canada didn’t even tell the public
it was conducting an internal assessment
for approving GM salmon eggs. All of
its decisions were made behind closed
doors and citizens were not once asked
to provide input.

Considering the controversial nature
of genetic engineering and consider-
able public opposition in the past to the
development of GM animals (such as
the “Enviropig,” development of which
stopped after opposition from the public
andfarmers), itis troubling that this deci-
sion was made in the absence of public
scrutiny.

Part of the reason GM technology is
controversial is because its impacts on
our natural environment are unknown.
This is particularly the case for GM
salmon. Salmon populations around the
world are at risk, and Atlantic salmon
populations are considered endangered
by Canadian scientists, and face the risk
of extinction. Escapes of farmed salmon
already pose risks to wild salmon stocks.
However,ifa GM salmon were to escape,
the consequences could be devastating.
An escape could lead to interbreeding
between wild salmon and GM salmon,
which could change the fundamental
nature of Atlantic' salmon forever.

AquaBounty claims that all GM
salmon will be bred to be sterile females.
However, ithas acknowledged thatup to
five percent may be able to reproduce.
If production is commercialized: and
becomes widespread it may only be a
matter of time before these fish escape.

Escapes of GMO salon coul
devastating to wild salmon stocks,

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2015  RURAL DELIVERY

be

Interbreeding has already been shown
to be possible with wild salmon and a
closerelative of salmon, the Brown trout.
The GM salmon are also aggressive and
may compete with salmon, trout, and
other wild fish for food and habitat. The
consequences of this technology escap-
ing into the wild are irreversible, and to
‘many, frightening.

It isn’t just environmental groups
that have expressed concern about GM
salmon. Salmon anglers, including those
whomake aliving running angling trips,
are also worried about the potential
impacts on their businesses. So is the
traditional aquaculture industry, which
sees GM salmon as a threat to their own
business model.

Because of the depth of concern
about this new technology, the Ecology

Action Centre (Nova Scotia) and Living

Oceans Society (British Columbia) have

launched a lawsuit against the Canadian

government for premature approval of
GM salmon. The groups are concerned

that Environment Canada violated the

Canadian Environmental Protection Act
when it permitted the manufacture of
the GM Atlantic salmon eggs, because
the agency failed to assess whether the
new species could become invasive. The
case has not yet gone to court because,
10 months after the suit was filed, the
government has still not released all docu-
mentsrelated to the case. The groups hope
that the case will ultimately prevent the
development of GM salmon in Canada
until proper assessments are completed,
and at the same time raise the profile of
the issue with the Canadian public.

In the meantime, AquaBounty’s
Panama facility, which grows the eggs
into adult fish, has been fined for a series
ofbreaches of environmental regulations,
andasecond GM salmon research facility
has opened in P.E.L. Both developments
are cause for concern, especially with
the legal status of GM salmon in Canada
pending and without any public and
scientific discourse about what could be
the first GM food animal in the world to
be sold in stores.

(Mark Butler is the policy director at the
Ecology Action Centre. Catharine Grant
is the marine policy and certification co-
ordinator at the Ecology Action Centre.)

To donate to the GM salmon legal
fund, visit ecologyaction.ca. e
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Environmental Science 120 

UNIT 1 KEY TERMS:  An Overview of Environmental Science


___________________________________________________________________________


· urbanization - process in which an increasing proportion of an entire population lives in cities or 

                         suburbs of cities, areas of population dense enough that residents cannot grow their own 

                         food.  

NOTE:  urban refers to a city and/or densely populated area

· habitat destruction - caused by urban sprawl, forest destruction and agricultural practices.  




                       NOTE:  habitat refers to where a species grow, lives and reproduces.

· environmental refugees - people forced to leave their homes because of environmental factors such as 

                                           drought, flooding and the rise of sea levels.

· ecological restoration - the process of assisting the recovery of an ecosystem that has been

                                        degraded, damaged or destroyed. 

· ecosystem services:  -  provide us with clean water and air. 





         -  pollinate our crops and disperse seeds. 




   
         -  protect us from extreme weather and ultraviolet light. 





         -  control pests and disease-carrying organisms.


·  sustainable yield - the taking of a biological resource that does not exceed the capacity of the resource 

                                 to reproduce and replace itself.

· [image: image1.png]Pollution is a very common negative externality.
A company that pollutes loses no money in doing so,

but society must pay heavily to take care of the
problem pollution caused.





biodiversity - the variety of living things in the natural world.

· externality - something that, while it does not monetarily affect the producer of a good, does influence 

                      the standard of living of society as a whole.

· environmental degradation - the deterioration of the environment through depletion of  







     resources such as air, water and soil. 


· stewardship - an attitude of active care and concern for natural lands.
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

FUSS ABOUT

Mixture of

Water, Sand
i Chemicals

Fissures\

A new Hollywood movie starring
Matt Damon has just been released.
In Promised Land, the actor portrays
a salesman for a natural gas company
who tries to convince ranchers to sell
off drilling rights to their land.

The movie has received mixed
reviews. However, it’s gained a fair
amount of attention for the hot-button
environmental issue that’s central

to the film’s plot. What’s the issue?
Hydraulic fracturing, also known as
fracking.

WHAT IS FRACKING?

Fracking is a controversial technique
for releasing natural gas that is
trapped deep underground in shale.
It involves injecting a combination

of water, sand and chemicals into the
Earth at high pressure. The force of
the water creates fissures in the rock.
Then sand or another solid is pumped
in to keep the cracks propped open so
that methane gas (the basic component
of natural gas) can escape.

THE TIME IS RIGHT

The technique has been around since
the 1950s, but the practice has only just
started to boom in parts of Canada
and the United States.

One reason for the technique’s rising
popularity is the increasing demand
for clean energy sources. Although
natural gas is a fossil fuel, it releases
lower quantities of greenhouse

gases when burned than coal and
oil. Another is improvements in
technology that are making it easier
for wells to be drilled horizontally, for
example. Now gas can be extracted
from areas that were previously
inaccessible, such as under cities.

BENEFITS OF FRACKING

Supporters say that fracking could
provide North America with clean
energy for the next 100 years. That
would make the continent less
dependent on imported oil for its
energy needs. They also point out that
fracking could bring huge economic
benefits. Already, this new method of

FRACKING?

Water Well

Fissures Natural

Gas

extracting gas is creating hundreds

of thousands of jobs. Meanwhile, the
supply of plentiful, cheap energy is
breathing new life into manufacturing.

John Deutch, a professor emeritus

at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, said fracking could bring
“astonishingly important benefits” for
North America in the future.

DID YOU KNOW?

Fracking can also be used to extract oil
from underground rock formations.

OUR WATER SUPPLY

Yet many individuals and groups have
serious concerns about the practice.
The hottest issue for opponents?
Fracking’s impact on the water supply.
Critics fear that the chemicals used
and released during fracking could
seep into drinking and ground

water. They’re also concerned about
the amount of water used during
hydraulic fracturing. Between 7.5
million and 19 million litres of water

DEFINITIONS

FISSURES: long, deep cracks or openings SHALE: a sedimentary rock formed from layers of clay
NATURAL GAS: a fossil fuel formed when layers of organic matter

are exposed to intense heat and pressure over thousands of years

FEB. 2013 WHAT IN THE WORLD? ¢ LEVEL 2






- often withdrawn from nearby
rivers and lakes — is used for just one
horizontal well.

And what about the huge amount of
wastewater generated during drilling?
It contains high levels of naturally
occurring suspended solids and
arsenic, as well as radiation. It must
be treated before it can be safely
discharged back into the water supply.
But what if local treatment facilities
are unable to handle such massive
volumes of water? Will some end up
being dumped in rivers and lakes?

One technique being used to dispose
of wastewater is to re-inject it back
underground. Yet this has resulted in
small earthquakes in some locations.
Northeastern B.C. recently recorded
38 small quakes caused by fracking in
the area.

MORE WORRIES

Other problems associated with
fracking? Some people living near
wells have complained about fumes
they say cause headaches, nausea

and other symptoms. Meanwhile,
environmentalists argue that shale gas
isn’t as green as some people believe,
since some methane is released
directly into the atmosphere as part
of the fracking process. They suggest
that instead of relying more on natural
gas, governments should be switching
to energy sources like solar and wind,
even though they’re more expensive.

“We are not advocating for more coal
or oil, but rather to move to a truly
green, renewable future as quickly as
possible. We need to look at the true
environmental consequences of shale
gas,” said ecologist Robert Howarth.

DEFINITIONS

FUSS

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

ABOUT FRACKING?

THE INDUSTRY'S VIEW

For its part, the industry says that
fracking is safe. On the issue of water
contamination, officials counter

that the technique occurs hundreds
of metres below the water table.
Furthermore, billions of tons of dense
rock lie between the water supply

and the wells below. There’s no way
that substances used or produced
during the process could contaminate
underground water, they explain.

Officials also say the chemicals used
in fracking are common materials
that pose no significant risk to human
health. And the amounts of other
substances released during extraction,
such as benzene? They don’t exceed
the levels considered safe.

Finally, companies say they store
wastewater in accordance with
environmental regulations and recycle
it wherever possible. Dumping used
water back into rivers and lakes isn’t
accepted practice.

WHO'S IN AND WHO's OUT?

Despite these assurances, many
jurisdictions are still on the fence
about whether or not to allow
fracking.

In the U.S., where the practice is
widespread, shale gas has risen from
two percent to 23 percent of total U.S.
energy production since 2000, and
there are few restrictions. However, in
Canada, where fracking is regulated
by provincial governments, use of the
technique varies. In B.C., Alberta and
Saskatchewan the practice is booming.
But Quebec has halted further
hydraulic fracturing until it completes

an environmental study, expected to
take two to three years. Nova Scotia
will not be approving any more
fracking until a review is completed
in 2014. New Brunswick is proceeding
slowly. And there is opposition to

the idea of fracking in Ontario,

even though there is currently none
underway in that province.

DID YOU KNOW?

Global demand for energy is expected

to grow by about 30 percent over the
next 30 years.

MORE STUDY NEEDED

To help determine whether the risks of
fracking are manageable and whether
they outweigh the rewards, numerous
studies are currently underway in
many countries.

In Canada, Federal Environment
Minister Peter Kent has launched
two environmental reviews of the
technique. One will be conducted
by government scientists from
Environment Canada, and the other
by independent scientists with the
Council of Canadian Academies.

“We need to know a great deal more

... about this,” said Mr. Kent. “What
I'm trying to do now is accumulate the
best scientific information about [it] to
make sound decisions.” ¥

ARSENIC: a very poisonous metallic element

BENZENE: a colorless liquid hydrocarbon that burns very easily

and is cancer-causing

JURISDICTIONS: countries or areas, such as provinces and states,

where particular legal systems operate

SUSPENDED sSOLIDS: small solid particles which remain in

suspension in water

WHAT IN THE WORLD? * LEVEL 2
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

FUSS ABOUT FRACKING?

4 5 6
7 8 9

10 11
12 13

2. sedimentary rock formed from clay 1. federal environment minister

4. basic component of natural gas 3. external conditions or surroundings

8. no fracking underway in this province 5. in Canada each regulates fracking
12. the demand for clean sources is increasing 6. province that stopped fracking

13. poisonous metallic element 7. liquid used in fracking

14. natural gas releases less

gas than coal or oil 9. fracking forces water and chemicals
into the Earth at high

15. what is pumped in to keep the fissure open

10. cancer-causing colourless liquid hydrocarbon
16. long, deep crack cance sing q y

11. fracking = fracturing

FEB. 2013 WHAT IN THE WORLD? « LEVEL 2 PAGE 25
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9 SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT
FUSS ABOUT FRACKING?

WEIGH THE PROS AND CONS

1. Using the information in the article and your own thinking, what are some of the reasons for and against natural gas
hydraulic fracturing? Give specific details to back up each point.

Reasons for Reasons against

2. After completing the organizer, answer the following: Are you more in favour of or more opposed to natural gas fracking?
Give reasons to support your response.

FEB. 2013 WHAT IN THE WORLD?  LEVEL 2 PAGE 23
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