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EXERCISE...
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SOLUTION...
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• Each step in a food chain or food web is called a trophic level     
(feeding level).

grass              grazing antelope            coyote

algae             zooplankton              herring              squid             shark            

• Producers make up the first trophic level.  Consumers make up 
    the  second, third or higher trophic levels.  Each consumer depend
    on the trophic level below it for energy.

Greek: trophe > food or nourishment
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LAB:  Barn Owl Pellet Dissection

Lab  Owl Pellet Dissection.pdf
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Check out these after you complete the lab...

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o57UR5bQSA4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLsNpJZ2XYY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ohqEquNnzfU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGsv8ngLbo0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7sVFR6vouM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y36a9b1A1Lc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waLiTmLr1nM
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An Organism’s Niche
• The unique role of a species within an ecosystem is a 

niche

• An ecosystem is all of the organisms living in an area 
together with their physical environment

• It includes their physical home, the environmental factors 
necessary for survival, and all interactions with other 
organisms

• It is different than a habitat (where an organism lives)
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Ways in Which Species Interact
• Interactions are categorized by how one population 

interacts with another

• These interactions depend on whether they harm or help 
one another

• Some interactions are direct, others are indirect

• This is still being studied to better understand its 
complexities
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