King Lear

Act 3, Scene 1

1.Explain the significance of lines 16 - 17.  In scenes previous, the Fool’s comments were to criticize and point out mistakes made by Lear.  What do these lines suggest about the Fool?

2.  List three possible causes Kent suggests for the invasion of Britain by the French.  Provide line references.

Act 3, Scene 2

1. How does the storm parallel Lear’s emotional and mental state?  Use at least two supporting quotes.  How does Lear’s language when he faces the storm reflect the storm itself?  

2. Lear is beginning to show signs of humility.  Discuss.

Act 3, Scene 3

This scene brings the two plots together.  It shows that Gloucester, as well as Kent, is being kept alerted regarding the movements of the French army.  Gloucester is loyal to Lear and has complete confidence in his younger son, Edmund, who is proving to be a traitor.

Act 3, Scene 4

1. Explain and discuss the following lines:

a.                       The tempest in my mind 
Doth from my senses take all feeling else 
Save what beats there.     (lines 12-14)
b.            Poor naked wretches, wheresoe'er you are, 
That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm, 
How shall your houseless heads and unfed sides, 
Your loop'd and window'd raggedness, defend you 
From seasons such as these? O, I have ta'en 
Too little care of this!         (lines 28 – 33)

2. Why does Lear feel a camaraderie with Edgar?

3. Pathos.  In literature and drama, the portrayal of an incident in such a way as to arouse feelings of pity, tenderness, or sadness in the reader or spectator.  The emotions evoked by pathos are less terrible than those aroused by tragedy.

What is the irony and pathos in lines 156-163? 

