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» In most ecosystems, feeding relationships are more complex
then can be shown in a food chain.

o When the feeding relationships among various organisms in an
ecosystem form a network of complex interactions, ecologists
describe these relationships as food webs.

A food web links all the food chains in an ecosystem together...

Food Web

Afood web shows the many possible food chains that exist in an ecosystem.
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EXERCISE... Boreal Forest Food Web

Col?ur and label this food web

Connect the plants and animals to make a food web!
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SOLUTION... . Boreal Forest Food Web - Teacher Sheet
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» Each step in a food chain or food web is called a trophic level
(feeding level).

Greek: trophe -> food or nourishment

» Producers make up the first trophic level. Consumers make up
the second, third or higher trophic levels. Each consumer depend
on the trophic level below it for energy.

GrassS emmp grazing antelope == coyote
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Check out these after you complete the lab...
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by owl ejects pellet

Field Guidles: s £ Field Guitles:
The Barn Owl & The Barn'Owl
What'is a

Introduction . ‘
Barn Owl pellet

¢

9-12 inches, 24 inch Wing span

Robin size, no ear fufts.
Brown with white spots, rusty streaked below

This small, secretive owl is considered one of
the rarest winter visitors from the North.

vale barm owl regurgitates a pellet - Audubon Starr Ranch, Ca.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o57UR5bQSA4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLsNpJZ2XYY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ohqEquNnzfU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGsv8ngLbo0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7sVFR6vouM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y36a9b1A1Lc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waLiTmLr1nM
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