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• In most ecosystems, feeding relationships are more complex 
then can be shown in a food chain.

• When the feeding relationships among various organisms in an 
ecosystem form a network of complex interactions, ecologists 
describe these relationships as food webs.

A food web links all the food chains in an ecosystem together...
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EXERCISE...
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SOLUTION...
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• Each step in a food chain or food web is called a trophic level     
(feeding level).

grass              grazing antelope            coyote

algae             zooplankton              herring              squid             shark            

• Producers make up the first trophic level.  Consumers make up 
    the  second, third or higher trophic levels.  Each consumer depend
    on the trophic level below it for energy.

Greek: trophe ­> food or nourishment



Untitled.notebook

5

October 24, 2017

Check out these after you complete the lab...

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o57UR5bQSA4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLsNpJZ2XYY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ohqEquNnzfU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGsv8ngLbo0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7sVFR6vouM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y36a9b1A1Lc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waLiTmLr1nM
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