
Getting Reading to do Finance 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Divide by the number of the given units 

in a year: 

One year is equal to: 
365 days 
52 weeks 
12 months 
Ex:  36 months:  36/12 = 3 
 
Letter “g” will take some extra work. 
 

Just multiply by 12.  Letter “g” will 

take some extra work. 

To get from a percent to a decimal, 

divide by 100. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To calculate percentage of a number: 

Turn the % to a decimal by dividing by 

100 and then multiply. 

For example: 

3% of 400 = 

0.03 X 400  = 12 

Use the exponent button on your 

calculator.  My button looks like this 

but yours may be different: 

Yx 

See the image below for other 

buttons that could be on your 

calculator. 

To find yours, try pressing “2” then 

the button that you think is your 

exponent button, then a “3” meaning 

23.  It should give you 8 if you are 

pressing the correct button. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In New Brunswick, we use HST of 

15%.  Use 15% for the following 

questions. 

Take your question and multiple it by 

15% (0.15 as a decimal remember). 

So $2 X 0.15 = ______ 

See if you can estimate this.  

Remember:  15% is 10% plus 5% so 

you can break it up to do your 

estimate. 

To go to two decimal places if you 

have only one decimal – add a “0”. 

If you have three or more decimals 

and you need to round to 2:  if the 

third number is 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 – leave 

the first two digits after the decimal 

as is.  If the third number is 5 or 

more, increase the second number to 

the next number. 


